Google 



This is a digital copy of a book thaï was prcscrvod for générations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's bocks discoverablc online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose légal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia présent in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journcy from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we hâve taken steps to 
prcvcnt abuse by commercial parties, including placing lechnical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use thèse files for 
Personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do nol send automated queries of any sort to Google's System: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character récognition or other areas where access to a laige amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for thèse purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogX'S "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informingpcoplcabout this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it légal Whatever your use, remember that you are lesponsible for ensuring that what you are doing is légal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countiies. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can'l offer guidance on whether any spécifie use of 
any spécifie book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps rcaders 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full icxi of ihis book on the web 

at |http: //books. google .com/l 



\ 




237^7 /-47 




•^1 




^ -^t .\ t . 



:'JK' 



L E T T E R s 



Madame de Maintenu n. 



Tranflated from the French, 



VOLUME the SECOND. 



L O N D O N : 

Pnnted for L. Davis and C. Reymers, 

againft Gray's-înn, Holborn. 

M.DCCLIX. 




.' l . 



[iu] 



T O 



Her Royal HiGHNEss 

THE 

Princefs Augusta, 



t 



Madam, 

TH E Happinefs of a good 
Education is -obvioufly fb 
great, that common Senfe aîohe 
obliges the moft illiteratc, to fet 
that Value upon it, which in tne 
Eftimation of the Wife it is juftiy' 
entitled to. But for Perfons to 
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form, to improve, to extend Plans 
for prôpagating fo great a. Bleif- 
ing, it feems necefîàry, that be- 
fides poflèfîîng Rank and For- 
tune, they fliould hâve had an 
Opportunity of receiving it them- 
felves, and hâve made the propcr 
Uiè of fo important an Advan- 
tage; Circumftances which, with 
the higheft Pleafure, we behold 
United in Your Royal Highnefs. 

It is upon thefc Confldera- 
tions, Madam, 1 venture to pre- 
fix to the following Letters the 
Name of your Royal Highnefs, 
as that of a Perfonage qualifîed 
to patronize at Home, Views 
like thofe, which the Originals fo 
AiccefsfuUy contributed to pro- 
mote Abroad. 
'-■ ■ - \ ' ThoV 
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Tho' the prefènt, Madam, 
might appear a proper Opportu- 
nity to celebrate your many ex- 
cellent Qualities, I confîder how 
much lefs Your Rt>yal Highnefs 
is inclined. to liften to Praife, 
than intent upon defefving it, 
and décline the otherwife fo 
pleaûng a Tafk. I IKall there- 
fore, Madam, prefume only to 
add my Wiflies, that Your Royal 
Highnefs may live long the Pat- 
tern and the Ornament of your 
Sex ; and the Happinefs of thofe 
who fliall one Day more parti- 
cularly enjoy the Influence of 
your Virtues. - Virtues fuperior 
to the moft exalted Station, and 
capable of making Power and 
Dignity, truly ufèful and ami- 
able. 
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, Give me leave, Madam, to 
fublcribe myfelf with the pro* 
foundeft Humility and Refped, 

May it pleafe 

Yout Royal Highness, 

Your Royal Highnefs's 

Moft dutiful and 
obedient Servant, 



^he Tranjlator, 



[TÛ] 



PREFACE, 

By the Translator. 



T. H E Letters which compofe this Se- 
. cond Volume, arc thofe chiefly that 
Madame de Maintenon wrote to hcr Brother, 
to her adoptcd Chiidren the Daughters of 
the poor Nobility of FrancSj and to the 
Ladies Ihe had placed over them. In thefe 
the Reader may expcét to fce hcr, as what 
(he rcally was, fince Ihe cannot well be fupr 
pofed to havc converfcd on fuch Occafions 
with Cereinony or Difguifc : A Circumftance, 
we imagine, of fufHcient Recommendation, 
conlîdering the high Rank (he obtained ac 
Court, the Myfterioufnefs of hcr Station, and 
the great Noife fixe made in evcry Part of 
Europe. 

But this will be one of the leaft Advantages 
to be obtained from the Perufal of thefe Let- 
ters. The Subjeâs thcmfelve» are of the high- 
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cft Concern, and (he fpeaks of them wîth che 
Dîgnity they deferve. With uncommon ^pirit 
Ihe pleads the Caufe of her Sex, and with the 
greateft Zeal and Difcretion endeavours to pre- 
fcribe and enforce the propereft Methods of 
making it înfinitely better; by giving to the 
Ladies, to whom (he had committed the Go- 
vernment of her Daughters, the beft Inftruc- 
tions for forming them hefore Marrîage; and to 
her Daughters themfelves, the beft Rules of 
Behaviour, after they had fubmitted to the Tîes 
of that important and honourable Station. 

Madame de Maintenon\ DeGre of doing 
Gôod was very uncommon : At a Time that 
fhe wàs noc worth three thoufand Pounds a 
Year, bcfîdes living in a manner fuitable to 
her Station, and in> the Exercife of numberleft 
Charities, fhe k)dged, cloàtbed, and maintaîned 
an hundred young Ladies, entirely at her own 
Expence 5 and this with fo much Difcretion, 
and fo Httle Shew, that tho' the Ruel where (he - 
firft brought them together, was at no great Di- 
ftance fro/n the Court, it was fome Time be* 
fore the King, or thofe about him, apprehendcd 
the leaft of the Matter. 

The Houfe at Ruel becomîng too fmall fof 
her growing Family, for fhe was evçry Day 

adding 



adding to it, the King granted her another, 
ftanding on foine Lands that had been lately 
taken in to enlarge the Parks of VerfailUs. 
This Houfe was called Noizy^ and fobn after 
they took Poflèflîon of it, the King, attended 
by many noble Perfonages, made them a Vifit, 
and returned as much charmed with Madame 
de MaintenoH*s Wifdom, in planning and re- 
gulating ïo noble a Defîgn, as be had been 
before, with her Cbarity and Courage in un- 
dertaking ic; 

At this Time, France harafîed with conti- 
nuai Wars, was reduced to the loweft Ebb 
of Diftrefs ; and of its many miferable Inha- 
bitants, the female Part of the poor Nobi* 
lity, were perhaps the moft fo. As thcre- 
fore Madame de Maintenon*s Inftitution was 
now become publick, they ail applied to her 
for Relief: fuch as fhe could provide for. Aie 
admitted at her own Expence : and it was only 
when her Funds were exhaufi^ed that Ihe 
troubled the King, who ordered thofe that he 
deemed proper Objeâs of Relief, to the famc 
Houfe ; paying their Penfîon to Madanie de 
Brinon^ whom Madame de Maintenon had placed 
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But thîs was BOt enoogh to fatisfjr the gcne- 
rous Soal of one who could feel, not Only for 
the prefent, but for future Générations* Con- 
frary therefore to a Refolutîon flie had taken, 
of not aflcing the Kîng for âny Faveurs, ftie 
on this Occafion, applied to him to perpetuate 
his Bounty ; and with fo much Ze.al and 
Energy, tempered with fo much Difcretion 
and Sincerity, that his Majefly finding flie had 
not exaggcrated the ÎVanfs of hîs Nobility, any 
nîore than fhe could iheir Merit to his Atten-- 
tion^ thoughc proper to adopt fo much of her 
Plan, as was confifteht with the Diftinôioa 
due to Pcrfons of fuperîor Bîrth, and refolved 
to makê a Foundation, for the Réception of 
two Hùndred and Fifty young Ladîes, who 
could prove themfelves at once vcry poor and 
very noble. 

For thîs Furpofe, ît was thought proper to 
hâve another Houfe, more fuitable ta the Foun- 
der, and fituatcd nearer to the Court; that Ma- 
dame de Maintenon might be the better enabled 
to reconcile herDuty of attending thejatter,with 
her charitable Fondnçfs, to fuperintend and 
animate the former. The King paid ail the 
Expence; Madame de Maintenon was charg- 
ed with the Direftion of it ; and fhe behaved 

m 



m h wîth an Oeconomy uoufual in thoCe who 
dilpenfe the Liberalities of others. 

Thç Na,me of thîs new Houfc w^ original Ijr 
&. Cyr^ and it ftill retsûned it, only now and 
then it was callcd the Houfe of Sf. Lewis. 
Thofe who governcd the Hou(è werc called 
indififerently fometimes the Ladies of Si. Lewis^ 
foraetimes the Ladies of St. Cyr. The famc 
Modes of Appellation obtained, in Regard 
to thQ young L^ie$ i^ho were educaced 
there. 

Madafne de Mainiemk was very far,fh>ai 
confining hcr Views of Education to St, Cyr ; 
ihe ereâc^Schools for Learning, Virtue, and 
Induftry in many Places, in which flie proved 
herfelf a better. Politician, than if ihe had fur- 
niihed the Means for taking Towns, gain^ 
ing Battles, or otherwife extending the Terri- 
tories of *her Country. 

Among the ufeful Schools ereéted by Ma- 
dame de Maintenons we mufl: not forget Go- 
mer-Fontainesj as feveral of the Letters con- 
tained in this Volume, are addrcfled to the Ab- 
befs of that Hoùfe. For though Madame de 
Maintenon did not found the Abbey itfelf, Ihe 
may be faid to hâve founded the School there, 

fince 
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fince the Abbefs was one of the young La- 
dics educaced at Si. Cyr, whom flie fenc lo 
redify the Plan of Education purfued at that 
Place. But this was not ail ; Aie was careful 
not only to aflift her Daughter by fréquent 
■Advice, but flie paid the Fenfions ûf lèverai 
Childrën there, and occafîonally fupplied her 
iwith Money to fupport the Abbey itfcif, with- 
iout which the School could not hâve fubfîfted. 
AU who could pay thcir Pcnfions were rc- 
ceived inco this Convent without Djllinc- 



■- But it is Time to tet Madame de MoiatMen 
fpeak for herfelf, in the following Lctters : 
which would, long fince, hâve becn in the Pof- 
Yeffion of the EngUJh Reader, had the Frencb 
Ëditor purfued hts originai Plan in the Publi- 
cation of them. 



L E T T E R S 



{ I ) 



rt«MMM*V 



L E T T E R S 



o F 



Madame de Maintenons é 



rtMi*a«H*aMMHMMMHrikl 



L E T T E R I. 

■ ' • I 

From Madame de Maintcnon tùMonfitwr 

d'Aubigny. 

Fehruary%%^ 1678I 

FRIENDSHIP enclines meto wifh that 
you would not marry, mere)y for thc 
Convenîèncy -rf having a' Wife ih 
your Houfe. -Make of your^s * a rational Bêing» 
Her Youth gtves me Hopes (if you undo not, on 
the Spot, alll am atmîng at, at a Diftance) that 
fliall form her.— Shc has Piety : endeavour 



* Mifs Génê*oifyi Piètre^ Daughter aiSime^n Pietrt^ 
Coanfellor^to the ILiogià hisCcuncils, Âttomoy t» 
\ks Majcfty, ^ |«^.tl« Çjiy.of F^m,. : , , ^ 

•Vol. II. B to 
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to promote ît. Your Intereft îs conneâed wîth 

1 Religion ; for. though plain in her Perfoh, ihè 

would find Lovers. Let her never go abroad 

alone: Yet lec her not aiTume the Airs of a 

x 

g];eat I>ady;»(he will make herfelf ridiculous.. 
Don't keep her under toc much Reftraint ; for 
that would make you fo. No Familiarîty 
with Men ! I earneftly requeftedNher to avoid 
ît. It îs yery dangerous : your Men in the Pro- 
vinces love Rompîng. Thcy'll throw themfelves 
rudely on a Woman's Bed. None of this Be- 
haviour. Leave her often with Madame ^ Mi^ 
effins^ who, loves us well enough ta bear with 
her. She'fpeaks ill; a trifling Defeâ: For 
trench is le^rned yery faft. She is much in love 
with her little Perfon : Threp Hours at her 
Looking-glafs cvery Morning are two too many. 
I dôn't know what Idea People hâve given her 
of us. She every Day fends to afk me for fome- 
thing/aa if it was the famé Thing to givc her 
one-Gown^ or a Dôzen. AUow her a certain 
gum per annum for her cloaths : It will prc- 
ycnt Quarrels that embroil f^^^tx^ family. I 
am forry to find Ihe has two Gentlewomen. 
Two Gentlewomen to wait upon , this littlç 
Body ! Though they werc in the Capacity of 
Servants, which is never the Café, ît would be 
ridiculoui» Eut the Thing îs done 5 wc'll fey 

no more of it» Madame fAtthign^ appears «o 
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be modeft : Leave her in PoflHHon of a Bafli» 
fulnefs fo becoming, and which fo many un- 
thinking Hu{bands are the fîrft to rob their 
Wives of. She ieemed to be out of Counte- 
nance hère» .at feeing the Duke of Maine fhlct 
hitnfelf : I was overjoyçd at it : Let her not 
drefs before Men. By no Means permit ît: Let 
hcreve'ry Day fay her Prayers in public. Be perr 
fuaded it is an Example we owe to our Servants* 
Even hère, where. Evil triumphs with fo much 
Af&duity, and Good with fo much Négligence^ 
this Duty is not overlooked. 

Madame de la Laigne has no Reafon to corn* 
plain of being overftocked with Wit ; but fhe 
is a good Woman. Madame iAuhigny will 
hâve no Reafon to complain of her Heart. I 
can't account for yourÂverfion to our Relations. 
Let her not often fee, I beg of you, Madame 
de Fontmort. She would forget herfelf ; and 
talk of nothing but the Court— of what I am— « 
of what you will be — and would pity her for not 
being a Court Lady. Let her fometimes fee the 
Su Eugems : They will ufe her as a Daughter. 
She is vain. People refpeâ her on ^«r Âccounti 
if they ihould once bring her to fancy that it is 
on ber own^ you would hâve in her the moft im- 
pertinent and infupportable Créature, in the 
WcM:Id. Above ail Things, don't be too conr 
flantly with hext Accuftom^ hpr to Uvê With^ 
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oùt Pleafures, if you hâve not a Mind to bc fooh 
iktd of her. Let her hahituate herfelf to read 
good Books; to work; to keep within Doors. ' 
Youll think h odd, perhaps, that. a Woman 
%ho hever was married, fhould . gi\re you fo 
îmiich Advice concerning the married State: 
^Btit I can alRire you, that the great -Conâdence 
Vhich Péople hâve alwa3re • placed în me, has 
taught me mbre în this Refpcâ, than my own 
Expérience côuld hâve donc. I always found, 
that the-greateft Averfions procceded from Tri- 
fles often repeated. It is only to fet a little 
"Reftraiht on your Familiarity in the Beginning ; 
to be complaifant; to be refpeâful toonean- 
other } and ail Thîngs/or the Future will go wéll ; 
they proceed in a Manner of themfelves, and 
"without Trouble. It is my Wi(h to fee you 
happy 5. and in order to contribute to it, I enter 
To fat into this Détail. 

* Régulate your Expcnccs. It is Vanity that 

cncreafes oiir Wants : Nature gives us fuch only, 

'as arc eafily fatisficd. A good Bedj a good 

'Table ; an Equipage ; — what more would you? 

<The Condition in which we once were, (hould 

make us relifh thaf we are now in. Compare 

"Wliat you were atyour Bîrth, with what you ans 

at'pifererit, and I defy you nôt to think youriëlf 

'^a^py..Vt)û'àlreâdy excite the Murmurs of 

^nvy. fâW'it Ûictyc^yhttoiàndng thofe 

Expences^ 
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Expences, whichliaye made you (b fewFrjends^ 
âipfe lordly Airs, which hâve drawn fo mucb 
Ridicule upon u^ W'ho are- they that hâve 
diverted themfelves moft "at your Exgetxce ? 
Thofe whoxn you hâve -çnteaained ijrith paoA 
Magnificence. Tour Family will. be mifUm 
But they will become Strangers to me, Ibould 
I fee you running into Airs that muft ruîn you. 
I am no more avaritious than yourfelf : Yet I 
could enjoy Fifty Thoufand Livres a Year^ 
without the. Train of a Woman of Quality s a 
Bed jaced withGold, like Madame de la FayttUi 
or a Valet de Chambre, like Madame de CoUf* 
langes. Can the Pleafure tt gives them, makq 
amends for the Jefts it expofes them tq. The 
Chaaceilor, her Uncle, is full of MQ4erationj 
and the King efteems him. ^ 

Remember, I again tell you, ntver to fpeak 
either well or ill of your Wife. You cannot aâ a 
more idle Part. Don't eptertain her with Ac- 
counts of your Adventuces^ and yçur Intrigues i 
She is a Child. You are not enough upon youf 
Guârd, jkgd forget yourfelf. Either (he.^oes» 
Qr does,i^ believe what yoa fay ^ If fiie believea 
it not, (lie.defpifes ypHj: Jf .fbe d^e^.bdieVe ic» 
Ihe repeats it. But a Moment wi^ us tho 
other Day ; and ihe related your Vlery extraordi* 
nary Manner of beating the EngU/b. You aro 
afraid of none but me on thefe Occafions* .You 
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gîve me Pain whilft others laugh. Wbcnr 
you think to (hun me, your lurking as you da 
fcrves only to make you fall into more dangerous 
Hands. 

Your Wife requîreÔ à longer ftay hère, ta 
qualify her for genteel Company. She appears 
to be mîld : Her Faults are the Faults only of 
Education. — There are twenty Perfons in my 
Room, three Children and ten Dogs. I hâve 
Leifure enough, but no Reft. — Give her a yearly 
Allowance : It is the only Way to prevent her 
running into every Sort of Extravagance. I 
ihould hâve mentioned a Thoufand Livres, if 
Ihe had not fpent Four Thoufand in four Days. 
When I fpoke to her of plain Night-gowns for 
this Summer, ihe anfwered me ; What ! with- 
out Gold or Silver ! Who would not conclude, 
that fhe had been always thus covered? And 
Yefterday ftie did not know what they were. 
TakevAdvantage of her Diftance from her Fa- 
mily. If you inform me of her Behavîour, I 
Ihall either end her Prefents or Reprimands. 
She is a Child ; and muft be treated as fuch. I 
am, you know, in the educating Way ; and am 
fenfihie how painful it is : Do not therefore 
lofe Heart. 

• How goes Mr. Trwr's AfFair on ? If my Cré- 
dit is not fufficient, there is greater at my Dif- 
pofal. In Regard to a Marquifate or an Earl- 

dom^ 



c 7 y 

dom, I know, by Experiertce, the Court is li- 
béral of them. They are firft given by Way of 
Civility : But there are always Rebek. They 
are loon reduced by our Friends and Ser- 
vants having nothing but thefe Titlcs in thcir 

Mouths, 

You are too hafty in charging your TradcP- 
men with impofmg upon you ; and lie under a 
mifchievous Error. Vou will hâve the dearcft 
of every Thîng ; your Laces are more expenfive 
than the King's 5 Men never wear them fine, on 
Account of the continuai Wafliing. Fine Laces 
are fit only for Women, who vvear a Handkcr- 
çhief fix Months together witbout having it 
wafhed. I can't take upon me to advife Mît- 
dame de la Challoniere to fend you her Daugbter : 
Madame . d^Aubign/s Youth is not a fufficient 
Security againft your Infidelity. Our Coufin is, 
I believe, a very prudent Glrl; but I don't 
think you fo very prudent a Man, ^If I ami not 
jnuch miftakenj your Wife vi^ould be jealous i 
and flie might hâve fome Reafôn to be fo. 

I fliould be glad to fee you efteemed. You 
hâve been treated unjudly, you fay ! That is 
net quite fo certain. Give your Enemies, if 
you hâve any, Reafon to blufli. Jfyou thinlc 
my Friendfhîp important, let me know it. I* 
ihall be fatisfied, provided you are. But if you 
ruin yourfelf, be perfuaded, that yourfeif . alonc 
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fliiîft ftïffer by ît ; and that I aih determtned not 
t6 facrifice wy Poor to your Extravagancies. 

Adieu, dear Brother, fhouW thls îmmônfe In- 
ftrudion difpleafe you, you will be obliged to 
me, at leaft, for my Intentions. No Attempts 
towards Wit to Day ! I keep ît ail for the Work 
I promifed you, and it wUl pleafe you. 

L E T T E R IL 

Ito the famé. 

St. GtrrriaifCsy March 15, 1678. 

T S END you the fine Work,* which you hâve 
fo long waited foi"*. I beg you would not 
read ît critically : It is cafier to fpeak well, tha* 
to Write fo. Nanmn told me, that you were' 
greatly affeâed vrith the Mark of FricBdftiip l 
gave you in Regard to the lîttle Boyfr I#you 
had more Confidence in me,x you wéulcFfind me 
thcs faifié on atl Oécafiôns. Dèn't feem (b< 
iHiïeW îft' Dread of me, I would hâve hîndfew* 
your Favourite des RoKnts îtom ruiiri*igf you.- 
SUflér not your Wife to oppofc you*. You cah't 
Ibve hcr too rtiuch 5 but iti ferions Mattèi^i' 

*' Prdimbly 7hè Woris of aH Aûthérfivtn Yeats oid^ 
êt^ Vol. E Letter 76'. 
f h xîacàial'Son- oF Monfieui: étAubipe^^ called 

aflume 
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aflume tbat Authority which tfae Charader of a 
Hufband, and at your Age, fhould give you. I 
Irrite ta her by this Opportunity. Don't ac- 
cuftom her to fee o«r Letters. - Wc may be ti^ 
jnore free. You and I make the ftrongeft Side; 
and we Ihall at laft bring her to Terms. Per- 
haps fhe may hâte me, but I don't matter it» 
provided fhe becomes reafonable. I am exceed- 
ing glad my Letter did not dirpleafe you. Goo^ 
Senfe is equal to Expérience : And I hâve been 
fo intimately converfant in family Afiàirs, that 
I think myfelf qualified to fpeak çf yours. Mon- 
fieur Scaron allowed me but Five Hundred 
Livres. Leave your^Wife with Madame de 
Mioffins. When you hare a Mind to return 
let me know it ; I wiU look you out a Houiç. 
Every Part of Paris îs indiffèrent to me : Which 
do you like beft? Cognac muft not be given up, 
You would be depfived ôf it infenfibly. Monfieur 
Colbert is under an Afflidion, which muft be 
left to wear off. I will fpeak^to him. Your 
Stile is too ïaconic. People that dne îoves, 
are not anftvered by Mônofyllables You fpéak 

'of Madame iAuhigny liî tôo great a Hurry. ' * • '♦ 

I ...... , 

Tfae'içtb. 
*/ My Letter was iîiterrûpted. Vou knovr I àiti 
not Miftrefs of my Time. I will fpeak to Mçn- 
ficur - de Crujfol îrf thé Lieutenant * Gcrteràl'« 
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Affaîr j for don't think I am upon very good 

Terms ' '.vith Monfieur de MontauTaer. We 

ihall hâve a very fine Houfe at Paris for 5%o 

Crowns. Let Madame d\Auhîgny write often 

<to me : I fhall be complaifant enough to anfwer 

her. She will learn by it to write well. 1 un- 

'derftand fomething of Education. You hâve 

•but two Things to do : To amufe yourfelf, and 

to fave your Soûl \ I knov^ thofe who don't wîfli 

*for any greater Happinefs. 

It gri^eves me, that I fliould be cver making 
you uneafy. But who will fpeak freely tp you 
ifl don't. Your Tradcfman complains of you : 
^And he has Rcafon to dô fo : Whcn,a Bargain 
is made, nothing remains but to pay. The 
Tradcfnjen of Paris are not afraid of the Vio- 
lences of the Governors of Cognac *. They 
^compel the greateft Lords to do them juftice. 
When People cannot pay all^ they ought, at 
leaft, to pay. Part. Nothing hurts a Man's 
Charaéier more, than Want of Punftuality 
an Money Affairs. ,1 am quite out of Hu- 
mour with; Maintemn^. on Account of the Crowd 
of People breaking in upon me* If you corne, 
.toofe no Opportunity of faying, that I am di- 
,ftra£Uid witb fe&ing. unexpeâed Vifitor^. I xnay 

• i ' • ■• I ■ . r I 

"■, ■ J, .»!• •• -i. 

;£ Monfieur fM^ig^ ym aâually Qavemor f^f Cognac. 

bc 
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be thoQght fantaftical : But I (hall, at leaft, be 
free. I go there for Quiet, and am ftifled witji 
Company. 

L E T T E R III. 

^0 the far^e. =' 

' Wednefday^ July 12, 1678. 
■^rEVER fpeak of Bufinefs with Madame 
d^Aubignys Relations : People on fuch 
Occaiîons lofe Temper ; and it îs nevcr the 
Way to difpatch. Tdkc Fiette. Matce ufc of 
the Time, while I retain my Crédit, to bring 
them to Reafon. Why do you fay your Eftate 
brings you in but Ten Thoufand Livres a Year ? 
In the firft Place, it is not fo : The Mopey yoj^ 
receive from the King, cannot be reckoned in- 
ferior to an Income of Fifteen Thoufand. 
Maintenon has made me acquainted with the 
Value of EAates in Land. But when are you 
to receive Madame d^Aubigny^s Portion f 

Comfort yourfelf under the difagreeable Cîr- 
cumftançes attend ing your Marriage, by viewing 
the beft Sîde of it. It is a Thing donc : God 
has permitted it. Think of your Salvation. 
Don't game, if you h^vc; any Regard for me. 
Refifl: Melahcholy, 'to which, you are naturally 
enclined. Come hither when you pleafe^ Thèf e 
will not be ^fantingl^eople to intrçduce you. If 

B 6 you 
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^oif are fed, y ou wîll mak« me fo tob. You aife 

%ot fenfible of half my Tenderncfs fcfrj6u. The 

îDther Day I fawyougay, and in good Healih; and 

ï am ftill the het^çr for it. Let us only refleél, 

my dcar Brother; tipon what we werfe ten Years 

<agô, and we fhaH-thinfc ourfclvcs bappy. 

^^ L Et T E R IV. 

, ^0 the famé. 

Fridûj Evening. 

,'«j^ÔÛ may go to Maîntenm when you pleafe, 

' and difpofe of it as freely as I could do. 

<Take your Wïfe there : She will grow tired of 

'|t ; .but it îs proper fhe fhould learn tb fuffer a 

littlé. Mademoifellê âe la Harteloire * îs pretty 

good Company. Our Friends are in the Wrong, 

to think that my Regard for you is any Way im* 

paired. This Sufpicion is founded on our havîng 

'ïi\'fed fo little together, that you appear beforc 

me under a Cohftraînt, which bordcrs upon Dr- 

ftruft j or, it iriay be, Refpeft. I wifh for no- 

thing but your Plieafute ; your Happînefe ; your 

Ffieridfhip. 

^ I fpoke fmartly to Madame d'Aubigny^ 
coricerning heï bad Habits. They cfcapc your 
Notice, bccàufe you fec them ofitett, But it xs 

. • t , * 

• ♦ k 

♦ ARela!tî<m iXicarvu^u 

certain» 



certain, diat flie bas learncd to fpok dixougb 
the Nofe.; and to laiçh with AffcâsitioD^. 
Let her be perfuaded, that it is better to be 
thought ferious than ridiculous; iîlcnt dian 
fenfeleis. Adieu. Monfieur Fa^sm is fuie dut 
Ihe eats filthy Tbings ; and that (he nevcr will 
hâve Health, or Chiidren, till by a long Courfe 
of good Food (he has re-eftabliihcd her Sto- 
jnach, and purified her Blood. 

Your Monfîeur Zr Gcis is very importunate. 
He always fhews a mourn^ul Gountenance: And 
not only would hâve me employ my Crédit ta 
fervehim; buteventofeek for Occafionsof doing 
fo. 1 hâve been oSered an Employaient for 
him at Blûye ; and he would bave one at ^mkt- 
diûux. I fhali ferve him, however, out of Re» 
gard to Marihal d*Jliret*s Memory. But 
Afiairs fliould be put into mv Hands ready pre* 
pared. I cannot beftow a Minute on my own 
Bufinèfs ; and it Is expeâed I Ihould both begin 
and finifh that of others ! I am juft going to 
ipeak to Monfieur tU Louvois^ 

* Madame ifif»li;;«;was a yoongLadyofFiftecn. 
Sec Vol. I. P. 8+. 85. 
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L E T T E R V. 

Tû the famé. 

iFriday ^th^ Decemb, 167g. 

T\()N'T be angiy with La France \ 'twas I 
delayed him» I am noi Darru cT Âtour* : 
Monfieur de Fillette fays I ^m only Lady of Ho- 
nour ; and that is no troublefbme En^ployment. 
As foon as the Lift of Madame la Dauphine*s 
Houfhold is niade public, you fhall be the firft 
to know it. Till then, laugh at Reports fpread 
by evil mir)ded Perfons, whom Contemptj alone 
is fufficîent to filence. Think no more oF wh^t 
you call my Favour ; but of your Diforder. 
Going in a Coach is bad for ît : A regular Diet 
of no Service. If the Pains encreafe, a Bath 
of warm Water. I know more about it than 
Monfieur Fagon, Try the Chair invented by 
the Abbé Te/lu : It is véry eafy. A great Deàl 
of Eafej aind i^o Phyfic: That*s my Recipe. 
If you make too free with thîs Diforder,' it will 
gain Strength. You fet too great a Value upon 
what I do for you« Send the enclofed to Mon- 
fieur de Barillon*s Mothcr. I am ornamenting a 
Clofet which takes me up greatly. Shalllfee 
you next Sunday ? 

^ The Lady who dreflbs the Qaeen. 

L E T T E R 
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L ET TER VI. 

To the famé. 

St, Germain* s^ March 2, l68f. 

T T is a long Time (înce I wrote to you. Some* 
times Bufinefs, often Idlenefs. We love cer- 
tain Peopfe : They love us. Wc are confident 
of theîr Affeâion : We negleft them ; and are 
under no Reftraint with them. They complain : 
A Note appeafes them. My Carnaval was a 
duU one. Monfieur Fagon has ordered me to 
ufe the Waters of Ste-reine : They do me Ser- 
vice. No Lent. I take infinité Care of myfelf ; 
and enjoy great Eafe. Madame étAubigny is nôt 
more taken up with her Tapeftry, than I am. 
Madame de Fontmort can give you fome Account 
of me. She has been the firft Viâim to the Re- 
fdution I took of feeing nobody : MyTendernefs 
will fuffer by it. But I found fuch Inconvenien- 
cy in the Exceptions I ufed to make, that I 
thought it was better to ferve ail alike. I muft 
expeâ to hear fome Murmurings on this Score. 
It will be faid, and perhaps it may already, that 
jny Bram is turned. But Murmurs are lefs difa- 
greeable, than the AfFairs I ufaA co be faddled 
with. Some Journeys hâve been talked of for 
.this Lent j but. they haye been fet afide. The 
Court wiU fpeiid eight Days 9X.St.^ CMi and^et 

out 
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out from thcnce on Eafler Mondoy. We fliall 
herc get . f eady for the Journey to Bourbon^ 
where the Court will refide the Month oï May. 
The Month ofAuguJi is to be fpent at Chambord\ 
and Septemi/r at Fontaineblean, But a Whim 
may fpoii this Projeâ. I wifli it may be a Preg- 
nancy. Monfeigneur is exceeding well. The 
Dutchefs of Éjchelieu has been this Fortnight 
paft at Paris^ where the Duke is fick of a 
.Tertian Ague% Maréchal de Roche/ort*s Lady is 
oftener out of C )rder than e ven myfelf. Madame 
de Montcbevreuil dlone fupports the Fatigue. She 
has encreafed her Flock by the plaineft Girl 
imaginable. It is your Mademoifelle dejamaç. 
Laval triumphed at the BaUs. At prefent fhe is 
fick. This is the News of our Houfe, or if you 
will, our Court: I know little beildes. Tell 
mt what the Letters you hâve received fay of 
me. A thoafasid Compliments to Madame 
.d*Jubigny. 

L E T T E R VIL 

^0 the famé. ' 

VirfaiUêSj May 19, xô^iu 

T H A V £ feett Charbt : He is a wonderfui Bo/.; 

'^ a doWnright mcrry Andrew. He^ has rtb 

-Cdief at alL ! had a Mind to lênd him to k 

CdlegcL : âuè h« d^ea not lofe Jiis Time 4t 
: \> Mamtenon. 
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Maintenon, I (hall go Tomorrow, and ihall 
ftay tbere one N^ght : My chief Bufinefs is 
to fec my old Women. 

The Dauphinefs's P)*egnancy fs declared : And 
puis a Stop to ail our Journeys, except that to 
FountainebUau. There is fome Talk of marry* 
hig Mademoifelle de Jamacy but I don't as yet 
know to whom» Madeoioifelle di Lûvaly with 
her fore £yes> has been at Paris this Fortnîght 
paft. 

I believe there will rèmain no Huguenots in 
Poiuu except our Relations. Methinks they are 
ail comîng ovér. It will foon be ridiculous to b^ 
of that Religion. 

Maréchal de Roche/orfs Lady is out of Health* 
I fhall be foon fo of Courfe. I am not made for 
Fatigue* However, there is no Uneafinefs. 
You know I take great Care of myfelf : I never 
took any in Comparifon of what I do at pre« 
fent. 

It might be expeâed, that Madame d*jftim 
bigny Ihould convcrt fome of our young Rela* 
tions. 



L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R VIIL : 

. ^0 th'e famé. . 

Maintenên^ May 23. 
V?^OU did well to give Madame d^Aullgny a 






Sight oiBourdeaux^ and Bourdeaux a Sight of 
Mademoifelle de la Carte. I fliall write to Mon- 
fieur RoguelaUre abaut i^hat ybutell me 5 and I 
fhall hâve np Diâ^culty in expreffing a gVeat 

Deal of Gratitude. 

I agrée with yoù îh Opinion concerning Mon- 
fleur and Madame de Su Eugenes ^ they always 
exceedingly pleafed me ;. I ihould be glad to 
tonvince them of my Efieçm. 

I am overjoyed at your being pleafed wlth 
your Wife, arid at her.not îofîng hèr Piety, àt 
an Age in . which it generally {s bût poorly 
footed ; and in the Provinces toc, wheré there 
is but little Dévotion. I fpent two Hours at 
Parisp in my Way hère; and paid the blind 
Man a'Vifit. 

You are not to be borne with, in Regard to 
Particula^ : You never give me any, and I am 
quite fond of them. Sell your Houfe at St. Cloud^ 
which brings you neither Money nor Pleafure. 

I don't anfwer every Thing you fay about War 
and Employments. Peace will ibon put an End 

to 
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to ail thefe Schemes ; at leaft there are greaft 
Hopes of it. 

L E T T E R IX. 

To tbe famé. 

Maintenons July I2, i68r. 

T HAVE hère with me Monfieur and Ma-» 
dame Montchevreuil^ Madame de Lencojnie^ 
Mademoifelle de Mongeron^ Madame de Fontes* 
nay^ and Monfieur de la Laigne. Yet I enjojf. 
more Leifiire, than at St. Gernutffs. In Spite 
of your Inclination to rail at my old Caftle, you 
will like it very well. I fec M. Colbert cvery 
Day ; but he thinks what you aflc as diâScuIt, as 
I think it reafonable. So that he has not as yet 
got rid of me. Let your Wife be weaned from 
her Relations s if you think otherwifc, you may. 
dépend upon my not troubling my Head 
about it : Td rather do myfelf Violence, than 
make you uneafy. Live private» There is no 
Place where you may be more your own Mafter 
than at Paris. Ail confifts in beginning welk 
I am greatly delighted with the Regularity and 
Dévotion of your Family. Enjoy your prefent 
Condition. I muft again remind you of it ; it 
îs very différent from what Fortune promi(ed 
you. Wc complain of what we are ! And, 
what wcre wc twclve Ycars ago ? Don't hide 

your- 



(20) 

yourfelf from me. You are the only one, of atl 
my Friends, who does not place a Confidence 
in me. If you opened yourfelf to me, you would 
find in me iSelps, CoridefcenAons, Comforts, 
that you don't expeâ. 

The Farms are difpofed of ; and, of Courfe, 
Mr. Ronviertis AfFair tompleated. I obtained 
wiihout Difficultyi but I was obliged to do my- 
tàï great Violence to afk. I am too well re- 
warded, flnce you are fatisfied. If you are at 
Péris about a certain AiFalr, you can*t do better 
than take the Opportunity of the Courtes Ab- 
ience to keep yourfelf incog. I fhould be glad 
to be informed exafUy of the Succefs of your 
Remédies, and of every thing that may happen 
tbyou. I ihould be glad you ha<l Ghildren. We 
muft recommend every Thîng to God. You'll 
bave no longer any Reaf^ to fay, that I moralize. 
âtmyEafe: Foryouarèj^o^YKhë'tiKEiilam. We 
fliall fel^ out ToffliorfôW 10^ F^HibineMéam. 
Change of Places ec^Mfts^ïi^H^ iflihé I^if^ofi- 
tkm of the Stages. The t)au(^iMfif>^l^r^l i 
ftc has nothing liëw ta wifh fer* Bîîtii'happy 
Pt-egnancy. Aciieu 5 I embrace • my ^|Wcf in 
Law. I know no Surgeon, but Ctement: 'withi 
whom you are upon no good Ternii. ' I don't 
think Turbier would deceive you. 



L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R X, 

To Ibe famé. 

'J»HO' I Aînk niyfclf in t»c Itîght in cvcry 
Thmg I do for you, and evcry Thing I re- 
quîrc ftom you ; yct I can pcrccpe my Beha* 
TÎour has fome Harfluiefs in it I keep at a Di- 
ftancefrom my neareft Relations, and my dear* 
cft Friends. You know my Efteem for M. 
de St. Ettgenes. I thought I ran no Rifk în 
opening my Heart to him. Hc will îct you 
know my Reafons, which I cannbt write you. 
Methinks you msdce too free with your Con- 
fcîence; You hâve, you fay, Time enough to 
mend. A Moment is fuificient, ît îs true ; but 
God gives that Moment to thofe only who alk 
it. I don't underftand the Meaning of the large 
Prefènts expeâed by yizAzxae d^ Aubigny. As to 
Monfieur Le Goisy you owe him nothing but Pity. 
*What I hâve done for you, is in no Sort the 
EfFe<a of his Care and Affiduity : His Affair ended 
with the Bankruptcy of Monfieur de Ronvieres. 
How theh can he prétend to any Share in a par- 
ticular Favoiir of the King*s, which regarded nohe 
but ourfelves i and has no Connexion with 
fA. de Ronvieres^s AfFairs \ which is a pure Gra« 
tification of his Majefty's ? Make yourfelf eafy on 

this 
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this Score. You are not oblîged to repair eî- 
ther his Loflès, or bis Blunclers. I don't know 
what you mean by repeating fo often in your 
Letters, that there are People who would be 
glad to interfère betwêen us ; and others who (ày, 
vfe are not too well together. I never changed 
wlth Regard to you. I often treat you as a bad 
Oeconomift, and fometlmes mention you as a^ 
Example of thé little Commerce it is in my 
Power to hâve with my Relations, in Order to 
rid myfelf of their Complaints and Importuni- 
ties : Is that ail ? Laugh at every Thing they 
fay. i love you. I tell it you, and I ought to 
be believed. I hâve read with Pleafure every'' 
Thing you fay of Maintenons Chariot is a very 
pretty Boy : If you hâve a Mind for him, he 
Ihall corne to you ; if you leave him to me, I 
(hall foon fend him to Collège. Adieu, dear 
Brother. Tell Monfieur de St. Eugène ihzt I can- 
not Write to the Attorney General, but that I 
defire the Dutchefs of Richelieu to recommend his 
AfFair to him from me. If he thinks proper to 
give her a Pétition, fhe will prefent it ; and I am 
fure he.will be fatisfied with the Dutchefs. As 
often as you think yourfelf unhappy, think of 
thofe that are more fo : The Recipe is infallible. 
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L E T T E R XL 

To Madame de Brinon *. 

OU R Houfe dq)cncls upon your Head anl 
mine, and^thefe Heads will foon fall to 
the Gmund. Lct us therefore redouble ôur 
€ares, that, if we are not to bc allowed a great 
deal of Time to do Good in, we may, atleafl; 
do a great deal of Good in thë Time that is al- 
lowed us. I can dniy fupply you with Subjeéts ; 
your Bufinefs muft be to educate them. ,YoU 
(pend your Days in the Service of God ; I fpend 
mine very unprofitâbly, ' and very agreeably. Let 
us not lofe Patience with our little Sifters. Wcre 
they to follow dur Advice, we fhould be too hap- 
py, and themfelves too perfeâ. They muft not 
be permitted to breathe at their Wheels. *Tis 
only by accyftoming them to Work, that they 
can ever be brought to love it. Punifh ; direcl — . 
you are Miftrefs. You are not to hâve the bleflèd 
Sacrament. 'Tis the King that won't confent 
to it. The Archbifliop had a Mlnd to deprive 
you of your Crofs, and forbid you to lîng the 

« 

* A Nun placed over a Charity-fchooly.founded 
at Buely by Madame de Maintenon, There is in her 
Memoîrs a very entertaining Account of this Injditu- 
tioo, which gave rifç to that of St. Cjr. 
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Office. I would hâve told you of it before, but 

t?as loth to make you uneafy. Hère is Queen 

Cbri/l!na*s Letter. 'Tis an admirable Pièce. 

Let not Mademoifelle de AùdTfais Prefence lay 

you under any Reftraint. I fed yonr Painsf as 

^f I was in your Place ; but I c^n't get to iêe you. 

I am the only Perfon left ynûi the. Dauphinefit 

befîdes Madame lif MontcbevrêmL- I am^well ao 

f^inted with Monûeur PeUijfori^ Troubles, ani} 

will fpeak of them» The Dutcheis is here^ut can«- 

not prevail upon herfelf in the important Affâir 

of bringing her Sifter to this Âpartment. I am 

fatisfied with Madame de &• P,ierre\ Mildneis» 

and am not/urprised at it. Sbe confirms what I 

told' you the^ther £)ay, that the blunldl Peribns 

are t>ften of the mildeft Difpoûtion. Yoi^ are a 

furprifing Woman, to praife every Thing that furr 

rounds you ! I fhould. plty yoy . greatly, if you 

did not fufFer fomething for the Sake of God* 

Do my little Stfters remember, that thexte 2X^ 

four Prizes to be diftributed among them^ ahout 

the 20th of this Month. The Affiftance given 

us by Madame de Richlîeu is come very feafbna- 

bly. They apply to me for Boys for our Mapu- 

faâure ; and it is not poffible to get any from 

Maintenon. * Don't abate any Thing of your Af- 

fiduity to inftrufl: your Pupîls, and keep them 

dôfe to their Work. Thefe Objeâé are lovrj 

but perhaps they will turn out more ùfefui than' 

•Ihilrs^that are more ftriking. 

LETTER 
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^0 Afo^^«r -d^Aubigny. 

St. Germain^ s^ Aprtl 8. 

aL NES and Saujeon^ which are the two Ef- 
tates the Duke of Richelieu had in Sainte 
ongej no loriger belong to him. To purchafé 
them you wouM hâve tô deal with the Dutcheft 
d* Jigtiillon^ who is armed on evèry Side witli 
Difficulty and Chicane. I fend twcnty thou- 
fand Livres the Kin^ gave you Yefterday. ' Ybit 
will receive as much more from Monfieur 
Brunet. The wYioIe makes a confidèrable 
Sum ; bot it is eafy enoùgh to run throngh. A 
tboufand Compliments to Madame éFAuhigny. I 
wifh £he had fome Share in thé King^s Favours^ 
I no longer fend her Prefents, for you are richcr 
thanlam. i had rather feed my own Poor» 
than your Horfes. Adieu, my dear Bcother. I 
am ftill the famé, and your Sifter; tho^as^^fsf: 
you don't feem to know me. 
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L E T T E R Xm 

, ^0 the ftime. 

VerfatUes, Maj 14* 

T HAVE rcccived a Letter from youfull of 
Compliments and Thanks ; but am far frcHii 
idefiring any. I am fatisfied, if you are fo, and 
will make a proper Ufe of your good Fortune. 
Itisnot» faowever9 inexhaufiible : ItisaStream 
which may difappear with the leaft Drought. I 
hâve made alittle Excurllon to Mawtênm^ where 
I hâve formed furprizing 8cbeme$ for the Good 
tA the Publick. Cié^ht* is greatly impfoved» 
^d 18 a very ftnfihle Ckild. He writes better 
tfian l can ; and finice we obeaiasd the Certifi- 
er^ of hii Baptiim, >I :own tny Admiration of 
bim« I thought hehadbeenniuch olden Your 
Xdea pf Rkel is ^ very juft one. It is a wonder- 
fui Place» and I fpend n^ Time there very 
igroeaUy. .God gives a Bleffing to every 
Thing that is done there : Our Socceis excee<b 
eur Hopes : Female Policy triumphs there : You 
will not be furprized at it. War is hère the 
enly Topick. As for my Part I believe nothing 
ût i^ becaufe I don't defire it> and aoi of a 

S A natoral Son of Monfieor éTÂubip^* 

prcttjr 
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pretty peaçeable Dirpofîtipn. Mçflieurs /j^ Murca^ 
and their Siûer go on very well. I am forry 
that any SuHerjnine fhould (hare their Happi- 
ne& : I Ipy^ theîr Mother, and their Name* Np 
News. My Health is good^ but my Face bad» 
'Tis Rud and Verfailles. Adieu. A thou&pd 
Cooipliments to M^adame fJubig^y. You tell 
Q^e ,very extraofdinary Ne^vs of st\y Favour. 
ThePeifcxns wb/3 Tpread thefe RepQrts» knioW 
more of it than the Favovu-ite herfclf. 

L E T T E H XIV. 

May 21) 1682» 

TnON ' T exp^a I fliQuld tell you which I likc 
beft, JuUgny or &t^Gipfifiu% I kno)v no** 
thing of either. I can only advife you to .pur<> 
chaie one of them. As to Monjsy, by Way oi 
making a Be^nning, you hâve on one Hand 
20000 Livres, and 18000 on the other. Itwi^I 
Hot be impoifible to prevail upon Mr. Brumt 
to advance you a Year^s Pay of 18000 Livres» 
You may fell the Houfe at St. Chud for 900O 
more. TKere is then enough to enter into a 
Treaty. Atleaft, I know, that though Iliad 
my Money ready by me, I was three or fouc 
Years paying for Maintemn \ and wbat is more, 

C 2 througli 
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through an Excefs of Pundtuality I m^de the 
laft Payment ib unfeafonably, that I fhall hâve 
it to *make a fécond Time. Thefe were my 
Thoughts conccrning your AfFairs. AUowiïig I 
was wrong, nothing has been as yet fpoiled by 
my Miftake, Your Brain will be huit, if you 
give Crédit to what People fay concerning me. 
Theyknow but littlé of my Schcmcs ; aod how 
fliôul'd they, for I hâve not any ! Drive away 
fuch Concelts. Àâ as is agreeable to you. *Tîs 
my Fate to be ever under Çonftraints, whilfl my 
Temperis neither to conftrain myfelf nor others. 
I fhall fend you a Seal j and greatly difapprove your 
Affeftation of taking in the Arms of your 
GrandmotherV Mother. It is from her the 5/- 
Hermines are defcended: Adieu. I wîfli wîth 
ail my Heart your Purchafe was made. It would 
perhaps give you fome Employment, and fuch 
Employment is agreeable in every Stage of Life. 
I know the ?\qzÇ\xtq Maintenêfi gave me, wheni 
had Time to think of it. • 

L E T T E R. XV. 

< « 

To the famé. 

Verfailles^ May 28. 

¥ HAVE lately qiàde an Acquaintance with 
. the Marquis apd the Abbé ^Jubigny de Tigny. 
They hâve given me foi^e Informations concern- 
ing 
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ÎJig our Family. This-.is veiy latç tQ.learn whai 
cne is. ; but 'tis always of Confequence to know 
it. Maréchal à! AWret told me fomething of i't 
twelve Years -ago. I could not without Plea- 
fure furvçy a Genealogy of 400 Years plainly 
made ont by Marriage- Contrats, and the Place 
where the Family divided. Thefe Gentlemen 
hâve informed me that the Eftate of Aubigny is 
to be fold, as likewife that of St-Gemme^ which 
belongcd to the Head of the Family; and that 
of ia Jéuffetiniere^ which beïonged to theîr An- 
ceftors, Methinks, if you hâve a Mind to lay 
out your Money, you would do well to recover 
one^of thefe* Éftates, which will be fold cheap. 
They prétend you may hâve the firft two for 
40000 Crowns. Lct me know if you havc 
t)thei' Views, or if you think it proper that I 
fliould purfu^ thîs. The Money you expeft to 
recèive at tne End of this Yèar, the 20000 Li- 
vres I hâve of your's, and Madame drAuhignfs 
Portion, whfch -cannot 'be feet^er difpofed of, 
Would bé'*fuffîicient to ^ut yciii ♦ihto Pôflelîîon. 
My Health 4is"as ufuaî : Sometimcs the Head-ach, 
never any bther Complaint. There is nothing 
new, but the Duke of Mairies fucceedina: to the 
Government of Languedoc, vacant by the Death 
of Monïitur de Verneuil^ for whom we fhall go 
into Mourning next Sunday for a few Ûays. 

c 3 ; -Tis 
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'fis feld we Aall fpend thé Winter at VltfaiBtfy 
St. Germains not being réady tô recéiv&us. 

L E T T E R XVL 

To Madame de Brinon. 

'T^HE Duke of Maine hasr thc Govcr»*- 
lïient of Languedoc* The Montchevreuih 
ilvill be the better for it. Say nothing of his Pro* 
inotioii j they know Dbthing of it as yet th'em- 
felves. The Food of the poor goes on veiy 
well. But it is not fufficient they fhould bave 
merely enough to live, they muft hâve enougb 
to grow j and Madame^ Su Pierre reckons too 
exadly wîth their Appctites. Hâve my littlè 
Girls good Soup? I muft tell youfreély I never 
faw them bave half enougb. The, Queen's firft 
Fhyfician, and the ableft in France^ is on tbe 
Ko9ii to y \(it Jaquette. Make ufe of this Op« 
portunity, and get from bim tom^ Leflbns in 
Fhyfick. Let us take Courage. Let us rear up 
Çhildren, who, wben we are gone» may exten4 
our Plan of Education. Let me, wben' I arrive» 
make one in the Occupations of the Houfe, 
without Interruption to any one. Abbé Gobelin 
is fatisfied, ediiied, charmed, and in Raptures 
with our Community. Adieuj my deareft. I 
tenderly love you, 

L E T T E R 
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LE T T E R XVIL 

To Monfieur d'Aubigny, 

Chambofdy Oâfober 6, ifAt» 

T HAVE received a Lettcr from you by Mon- 
fleur de St. Denisj whom I hâve thanked for 
liis Kindnefs» I flood for his Daughter with 
Monfieur de Chevreufe. I hâve found Madame de 
Si. Denis to be the Woman you defcrlbed hcr» 
I am forry you could not go to thcWatcrs. 
Follow the Diredtions I gave you, till the Rec- 
tum of the Seafbn, 

I greatly dread' yourfolitaryDifpofition. Thé 
worft Coiupany is préférable to thofe gloomy* 
Thoughts, which People, when alone, are apt 
to indufge. I hâve feen the Rent Roi! of the 
JuUgny Ëftate. The Rents are no great Mat* 
fer. The feîghts are confideraUe. You may 
recover St-Geînmey iii^hich Kkewife belonged to 
the Family. 

See thefe Eftate$ yourièlf, ' and confult about 
cvery Thing with Monfieur de Tigny^ who it 
worthy your Confidence. Change Situation and 
Air. Be always employed, but don't apply too 
clofely to any Thing, There is no bettêr Re-» 
medy. I fee the AfFair of Courfai would be s^ 
good Thing. .But then I ihould be obliged to 

C 4 appîy 
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2pplytoMt. if OuUly, and the Crédit I am în 
would mâke hîm take my Requeft for a Com- 
mand. People fhould not build upon their own 
Favour to behave with Incivility, fnjuftîce or 
Violence. Monfieur Turc cxerts himfelf to avoid 
paying us. The King was received at Main-^ 
tenon by Nany and la Couture^ who did their 
ï)uty very well. . He liked the Place greatly. I 
had Jeft it two Hours before he got there. The 
Pleaûire Garden begins to look very well. The 
Trees and Hedge-Rows are pretty well grown, 
and if it was not for the Winter Inundations, 
the Kitchen Garden would be in fine Order. 
My ManufaiSure diverted him greatly. B.efides 
my Normans employed in making common Lin- 
nen, there are fi ve and tw^nty Flemmings juft ar-. 
rived, for that Sort they make in Courtray^ 
whence I decoyçd them. Chariot \s fo improved, 
and. behaves fo well, that I did not know him. 
He is v^ry fenfible, ' and has the Memory of his 
Family. The Queen afked him, Who he was ? 
He anfwered, ** A Jittle Gentleman educated 
*' by Madame de Maintenons'* Adieu, dear Bro- 
ther. I enjoy my Health hère vçry well, and 
ipend my Time agreeabl'y. We ftiall fet/oùt froni 
hcnce jîlondûy the I2th of this Month for Fon- 
tainblèauy where I am always oVerwhelmed with 
fhelVapours. I.do nothing there but Weep, 
choak, mâke myfelf uneafy, and confider my- 

fclf 
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felf s|s the «nhappicft Créature jn thc Woi:^. I 

« 

hâve taken an ermined Lion, when Ifound itwas 
our Ârçis. Do the famé. ' 

L E T T E R XVIII. 

:^o MaàafKie^ dç, BrinoD. 

• T WlS H I^ouW pîttife' Madame de Bormtvauk^ 

for few cari àccomplîlh that, though ïhe her- 

felf pleafbs every one. Affure her thatit îs bet- 

ter to be aPhrlofopherthan a Courtier, aild that 

a fingle Day fpent în good Works, is more de- 

licious than the gayeft Days of this Place appear 

to be to thofe, who view ùs only at a Diftance. 

What ihould I not hâve to fay 'to Madame M- 

varyy- in 'fefpeâ: to her moft amlahfe Letter'? 

I wifh I could anfwer it as well iiî Expréffion, fers 

I do in Sentiment ; but I am overwhelmçd, -^my 

dear, with Cares, with Vifits, with Projeâs of 

Journeys, wïthVapours," with- Fatigues. You 

jnuft therefore anfwer ' fd^ me. if .it is your 

Prayers that. hâve obtained fine WcatHer for liiS, 

the Court is 'grèatiy obligéd tô you. ' Biif d6ri!t 

you make a Scruple of Intferefting youriêlf with 

Heâven for the Pfeafure of Wôrfdlifigs. ' tîâîl 

upon me. for Money, and for as much as you 

pleafe. Yoii woûld havé been Tmifeh ^esfffei^ * had 

you none but my Giris to gôVerÀ : 'Bût I toùîdiiot 

prevail on 'niyfelf Ï6' ïortftnè ^ou^ '. Tâleints to 

C 5 ■• • -^jjjç 
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' thè ÈHucation ot Youth. 'Tîs 'iriie -the Oûecn 
hônbtii-ed rfié wlth hèr Piâure cti St. Francisas 
Day. I don't defervè what yoU \^rité to mè on 
that Occafioni and I am not afraîd of . the De* 
fign you fpeak of. I fhall remain at Court as 
long as God fées fit* * I flatter myfëlf you wîll 
not grow wearyi of. Mademdfelle ^ , A^pfi, 
Sbegfve me an Accotint of what you fufl^red, 
. wheni your Çtiildren had th^ Sm^ll Pox. I muft 
owri I am loth to give your Princefs* a Meeting. 
It is to avoid Princcflès I go to Ruel^ and your's 
Befides. is fp full of Affeâation and Ceremony, 
that my Coolnefs and Sincerity fuiFer greatly 
.in her Company. Another Thing is, I api 
not) niy own Miftrèfs; and what if I fliould 
difappoint her ^ I ihall to-morrowgo to X&eloût 
of Complaifance to you. .Çontrive that fiie (hould 
be tbere, but fettle every Thing in fuch a 
Mdnner, that. though I fhould happen not to 
come, I inay not be thbught to hâve failed in tfae 
Refpéâ I owè her. Give the Hitel-Dieu whât 
,yoa thii^k proper, but conflderthat every one 
gives it fomething. Ifind in myfelf a great Afllèc* 
tion for our gpod Undertaking. I wiâi we coiiM 
do more. Thirty Girls would not require more 
Gare than twenty. I defire very difagreabic 

. * The Dutchefs of Briàifijakk^ one of wfaofe* 
JDaughters married the Emperor^» and the otber thè 

Things 



ï 35 ;) 
Things of Andrew^ but methkiks I ih<mld Mt 
grudge to do them myfelf. 

L E T T E R XIX. 

^0 Monfieur d'Aubîgnjr. 

VerfaiUes^ Dtcmiber J. 

¥ HAVE to anfwèr a Letter of your's ôif tht 
7th of NâVimàeTj one from Monfieur di 7ig9^i 
uni onefrom Monfieur Vieux- Féurnenux* I b«- 
gtn with your's. I am greatly rejoiced that you 
Uke Jfijouj and that you hâve ho UxlWilHngneft 
to purchafe the £{late of St-GemrHê ôr tbat 
ei jfubigny, They will corne iinore reafonabte 
than what yôu could buy elfewhere. Théré îé 
ftothJngvaift orrîdiculous în giving the Pi'eferenct 
to an Eftate of one's own Name, and that foi^ 
ftierly belonged to one*s Family. Had I known 
as much of the Matter famé Years fince, as I do 
kt prtfent, Ifliould not h'avè hought AïaiHteno»* 
l k>oked upoh the Déflroâion of the Caftle ot 
jSitbigny as a favourable Cîrcumftam^e, becaufe I 
had a Mihd you (hould acquire an Income^ 
??ithout ariy Temptation to fpend ît fooHfhly^ 
Befides^ whcré coiild yôu' be hicrfe agrceaWy 
bdgedthahàt Cbj^ftat. ^iTet Ifted by<M<ynBeu# 
Vieux^FûUhiettux'iLtittT^ thatyou ththlt thé Mi 

Of tfaaa Place is tooiharp for you/ 'LoOk abauf 

you 
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^u: 'Re/blveuponfomething: Aô for youffeTf 
on the Occafion : How (hould I be aMe to do 
your Bufinefs ? I hâve fcarce Time to think of 
my own. . Ihave loft a Law-Suit by not havinçr 
follicited lU In a Word, for a huiidred thoufand 
Reafons, tôo long to be infifted on, ail the Ad- 
*ice Ican give you^muft be very vague and un- 
C^rt^. Ypu hâve more Léifiire than {• £x- 
rrcifc/is gQod for y ou. You are upon the Spot, 
and will find Tbings eàfier than I could. If you 
hâve a mind for Jubigny^ fee the Gentlemen of 
the Chapter» and corne to fome Conclufloni Thçy 
jbeg I 9iay obtaiH' a . Rîght of Mortmaim This 
WodU be procuring them a very great Advantage^ 
in çonfideration of their fuSeringyou to recpver 
an Eftate that beIonge4 to your Family. People 
iKfho ii^tend to deàl honeftly, (hould require no 
Favour or Indulgence. If the Year of their 
Furch^fe i$ not expired,^ you may entor upon tbe 
Eftate ,inN Rîght of yp\LX Namc : If 'ti^ too 
late, fee^ if they will do you that Favour, but 
ëon't buy i,t. , If you woulfl rather hâve 5/- 
Cemmf9 1 will apply for it to Monfieur di la Roche^ 
foucauk'^ hut let us take no Steps, tîll they are ne- 
^fÇ^rjfr /^'^ not the good Air of Jnjou that 
l^as dpne^ou Service, bût Exerclfe aiyl Employ-» 
TfitpXf 1 ypUjare naturally indolent, and are apt 
to induire a melancholy Difpo£tion, in confe- 

quencc 



(57 ) 

quence of whîch you might hâve cxpe<Sïed low 
Spîrits much foonçr. You ào wçll to Iceep Mon- 
fieur i& Vieux- Fourneaux. He is a M an that 
could ferve you in more Refpeâs than one, and 
^hom you fhould engage to remain with you. 
I make you no Anfwer about NJonfieur Arnaud. 
You know I never intermeddle in fuch AfFairs. 

• • • 

You can't do .better than leave Madame d^Au- 
higny at Madame de — — Miojfem: She will be 
good Company foi» her, Wé muft not be tired 
of our Endeavours to convert that Lady. 'Tis 
very true that the Queen honoured, me with her 
Piâure at Çhamherd. I don*t C^re to fpeak of 
thefe Things ; and Favour, in my Opinion» is 
not more becoming than Modedy. Oon't bp 
uneafy at my not telling you any Thing \ you'U 
hear enough of me^ and I ihall .never be idLe^ 
when I can ferve you. I again tell you, I will not 
take uppn me tbei Pa^tjcuJars of yqur Purchafe ; 
it is not in my Pq^^c r. I bave bought an Eflatq, 
without having bieen àble to go and fçe it. Adieu, 
jny dear Brother^ :never;be: alone,; if you hâve 
not a Mind to lofe y*our Senfes. 






> • ^ 
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L E T T E R XX. 

To jbe famé:. 

m ■ • 

Verfailles^ january i8, lh%r^y 

, T S HALL not always do every Good în m^ 
Power, but then I fliall nevfer prevent anjr. 
This is a very ferious Prologue tomy tellîng you, - 
that if youp taktng Home the young Lady de-s- 
pends on my giving her my old Pettîcoats, ftie ië 
heartily welcome to them. But are you furê thé 
Union, that ought to fubfîft bctween Madame 
d* Jubigfty znà y oUf wiH notfufFer by it.* Imuft 
i9Wn I cannot look apon Co2f«^7f as adiTmal So^ 
litude. r retain a very agreéable Idea of it. Ybdh 
Imagination îs difordèred. Go to the" Water^^ 
and take your Wife with yëu* Nothing^ it i^ 
^ue, is more dlfagreeable than to hâve to dêal 
ivith Corporations :• Chicane, Mifthïft, ; Dâày^ 
Uncertainty, âr& generally th^ Corifequence : I 
ftould therefore prefer St-Omme. Nobody hefé 
Is free froih a Cold : I hâve :got one, bût ^ii 
very flight. Let Madame de Fontenai prate ôifi 
Peopîe will fpeak even of the greateft Princes, 
For myfelf, I am upon the Stage, and muft ex- 
peâ either to be hined or clapped. I wifli you 
on this Occafion ail the Tranquility I enjoy my- 
felf.. TçU Madame d'Autigny, that if the Lct- 

- ter 
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ter 8 entîrcly of hcf owh CôèiîJfifitïon, ihe mvXt 
be vaftiy improved. Her Stîle is as fine as her 
Wrîttng. *Tis impoffibJe tb Write with mote 
Elégance, more Delicacy, or Tendernefs. 
Adieu, Sir. ^Think of jrour Salvation j and 
don't négleft tù ûireit yoUrfelf; 

L Ê T* T E R XXI. 

To tbê famé. 

V;^OU are not ignorant, I believe, that I am 






ftHl alivc, and even ehjoy my Health bettfer 
thah ever. I don't kriow who gofeà tb Fichy. 
Madame de Montchevreuil was to hâve gone tb 
Bourbon^ but hér Journey is broke ofF. You havfe 
Senfe enough to conduâ yourfelf. You muft 
iiflen a great deal, fpeak little, avoid thofe 
lordly Airs, which are unbecomîng even in 
Kings ; and behave with that Air of Modefty 
and Simplicity, which looks (o well in phvate 
Gemlemen. The Abbé d'Auhigny négociâtes 
thc Affiiir of St-Gemme without your appearing 
*in ît. If you hâve a mind for an EAate, that, 
•I think, îs in évery Refpea elcgiblc. Thë 
Price is rèafonabte: Sfo tloufe: A Wodd : PInfc 
Privilège^ : • Beittnged tô the Family. Oiîr Sum^ 
Bibr wHl be rpciiiki TràveUing. Vft iball fec otit 
1 for 
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Tcxr Burgundy the 6th of May 4 a^d çrofs ^Ifafi. 
We go to Betforty^nd; .for. the tWrd Time, te 

^Strajburg. Wç •ôiall.be baclc tly the 24th of 

, Julyy and after fpending the M[ç^th.of Âugujï 
hère, go in September to Chambordy in 06ioher to 
Fontainehleauy arl<l> ii^ Novemb^^ to VerfailUf. 
The Dauphincfs ftays behind : She is pregnant ; 
and we aie ail; tranfport^d^jat 1|: M^demoifelle 
rf^ LflW will foon be married. The King in • 
terefts himfelf on the Octrafion, ^nd you know 
it î^ ufual wfth him to fucceed. Monfieur du 
Maine continues a veryvrorithy l\laji, and wjll 
b^ of our Party, , Madame de Montçh^rfuil is 

in g Sort of languifhing Condition, and I am^jn 
fome Pain aboMî.her, . I léad a very,oa(y, foU- 
tary Life. Tbis lA'xk Couklqrs is;nQ Relation of 
ours : Ihaveenquired about it. Adieu. 

L E T T E; k XXII. 

To the famé. 

r • I » • 

VerffùlUs^ May 2Jj i6ij. 

T HAVE heard fomething of you by yoiir Ph^ 
fician. Mr. Tagm efteems him greatly. 1 
hâte wrbte to you by the Dutchefs pf NoéfUlef. 
I hope the. Waters willdo you Service. I bq- 
Jîcve I already tnformed you ifl^what Mf^n^r 

jthe Suimner has l^mMd mu mi :<;M. ^^p 

Dauphincfs 
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Dauphinefs wîll fpend it hère, for Reafons that 
every body is greatly pleafed with. Mademoifelle 
de Laval was Yeflerday married to Mondeur 
Roguelaurey whom the King has created a Duke, 
as his Father was. Hâve you heard that Mon- 
fieur de Montchevreuil broke his Arm ? He wîll 
not be able to follow the Duke of Maine* 
Somc talk of Mademoifelle d^Hamtlton \ others 
of Mademoifelle Leuvejîeiny Nièce to the Bifhop 
of Strajburg, — You hâve now ail my News-; 
Let me hâve fome of your's. Every Thing will 
go well, if you but add to the Waters, that 
Tranquility which is the moft eûential Remedy 
of the two. 

I fhould be glad to take a Journey with you, 
to convince you that ail Women are not equally 
hard to be pkafed on Mountains and in Vailles^ 
The Defcription you give me of your Wife's 
Uneaflnefs has made me laugh heartily : I could 
not help thinking myfelf prefent with her, you 
dcfcribed her Situation in fo natural a Manner. 

I purpofely avoid' âppeàring îh the Affaîr of 
St-Gemnify becaufe the Tîme 'woiild hâve been 
fpent only in Compliments, and without coming 
to any Concîufion. And in Matters o( meum 
a^id tuum Pco[>\e ihould deal like Turk and Jew, 
I am foiry Msidzme d^ Juèigny does not undçrftand 

the Vapovirs as wcll as I dg. She might then 

' * ■ bû 
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be of great Service to you. In thefe Dïforâeï^ 
the Patient finds more Relief from others thair 
from himfelf. I guefs at the £ffè£t they knuft hâve 
on a Man of your fullen and fileht Difpoildoit» 
But âian't you hâve Children after drinking tbelie 
Waters i 

L E T T E R XXIIL 

To Madame de Brinoii. 

'T^HE Queen's Death, for which I am înconv- 
folable, draws upon me fo many Letters and 
Vîfits, that I bave not Time to breathe^ I am 
©verjoyed at the Dévotion to St. Cianida.^ I bave 
feen the Fragment of th« Prophecy you lent mer 
We can only addrefs our Prayers to Heaven on- 
tiie Occadon : God always d^oes what Is beft.. I 
jfhall beglad tx) know what Feople fay of it. I 
don't think that Hufbands were thought of at 
the Quéen's Funeral. I heard them gîve the 
famé Orders about it, that Wepe -glv^n about 
that of the Queen-Mother j but perhaps they 
were omitted to avoid the Pilfering çommitted at 
the Queen-Mother's Interment. Yefterday 
the King gave Mademoifelie 5<:«i3i^ry a Penfion 
of two thoufand Livres : You bave too great a 
Regard for her not to bave the firff Notice of it.. 
The longer I Jive, the ftronger grows my Refo- 
lutiôn not to hoard- I am flill in Pain about 

Madame 
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Madame de St. Pierri% Œeonomjp, and afrard 
of my iittle Girls having too much Learning» 
and too lîttle Bresld. It is true I was at my Dé- 
votions laft Tttefday^ after a Night fpent in Tcars 
and Afàiâion. I fcarce ever faw a worfc Li* 
brary, than that pf which you fend me à Cata- 
logue. Wbatever Defire or Oceafion I may 
hâve to make a Colleâion of good Things, I 
can fée nothing in it worth Notice, but the Mé- 
ditations of St. Therefa^ and the Bîfliop of &«- 
dom'i Works. Don't be tired of getting the King 
prayed for : He ftands now more thân ever in need 
of Grâce, to perfevere in a State contrary to hl* 
Inclinations and tiabits. Madame dt Brunfwick 
excites my CompafHon ; I fee np Remedy for 
lier Misfortuhès. Her Daûghter would havè 
èfhployçd and diftraâêd you too much. Give 
yôurfelf up éritîrèly tô God and to pur poor 
Chitdren, an3 'dêlpife' th'è Graûdeùr of thé 
Worid. 
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L E f T E R XXiV, 

' ^0 ihe . famé. 

Augujl 22, 1682. 

T C AN very well fpend threc Months without 
feeing thofe, whom 'tis imagined I fee every 
Day, There is no Anfwer to make concerning 
Lewis and Frances. 'Tis ail Folly. 1 would 
only be glad to know, why flie would not coa- 
fênt? I fhould hever hâve imagined that (hé 
would be thePerfon to make an Otjec^ion. Sec 
MademoirelIe'5f«ifcry, and let me khow the Re- 
fult of your Vifit, good or bad. Hère is a ne\y 
Scène which awakens thé Attention of thc Pub-' 
liçk* X am glad St. Canada fhould work ^^i- 
racles, butlgive myfelf no Côncern about her 
Miracles making Moriey. I fliall give thc Mar- 
chidrtefs fome of her Relicks. .Adieu: I am 
quite vexed I can't embrace you, nor fec my littlc 
Girls, nor even that Cow-houfc I takc fo much 
Pleafure about. 
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L E T T E R XXV^. 

To tbe famé. 

September i, 1683. 

T A M ôverjoyed atthe Bleffing we havc drawn 
down upon RueL I always return from it înort 
and ftiorc taken with the^Girls. I ani greatly coiv* 
cerned I did not pcrceive you în the firft Tranfports 
of the agreeablc Viflon you had in my Chamber. 
Yeftcrday I faw the Plan of Noizy*. The 
Repairs can't be finifhed before Lent. I fhall 
lofe no Time in forwarding them, fince the De* 
tachment I hâve dtfcovered in you from worldly 
Concerns, has fo much encrcafed my Efteem and 
Frièndfliip^ that I long for nothing more than to 
be able to ferve God in Conjunâion with you. 
Our Manner of laying out the Place has been 
thought very judicious. I faid we would dif- 
pofe of the infidc to our own Fancy. I know 
thefe Gentlemen : They would fettle Things in 
the moft regular Manner^ but it would be at 
the famé Time the moft difagreable. We muft 
turn everjr Thing to Account. We fhall hâve 
the lefs to afk, and this is to me the greatefl 

* A Place to which Madame Je Maintenons Cha- 
lity School was removed from RueL 
... Happinefsj 
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Happlnefs. Nothing but Noizy^ and an entire 
Solitude, can cnable me to fulfil tny DutyV and 
live indépendant. We hâve Ûit ArchbijQiop's 
Approbation^ I earneftly requeft you may not 
fpeak of him to any one but myfelf : I except 
iK)body« By what I hâve feen» I fhûuld be glad 
tke Princefs of Bruf^^ci Wjis wîjth us : But pur 
Ms^fter's Tsifte differs from ou», ^.youcould 
never t^upeâ to pleafe hiim but întihuttiBgyqm'.* 
felf up entirely from tht World» iwitb God and 
our Children. People who are not arriv«d at 
Perfeâion, hâve fuch high Notions ôf it ! They 
don't conftder the Neceffity there is of bceathing 
« little, and hawagreeable it is to conv^rië with 
a reafonable Woman, after having fpent thc 
.whole Day in tutoring a Parcel of Children* 
fie chearful : Dépend upon it, you lofe nothing. 
Things may change, nay, I am almoft fure-they 
wui/L It is your Piety that makes you look upoti 
a Caftie in the Park of Virfaillès^ as a Hermitage 
in the De(arts of the Thtbair. Don't waftc 
yourli^ ivith ufelels Affliâion, and leave tbc 
fcft to nay Care. 
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L E T T E R XXVL 

îV Mon/ieur d'Aubigny. 

PuHtâM^tiJJin^AU'SaintS'Day^ 1683. 

T AM not (o fDuch furpriaed at your having 
alreacly begun to fpend the «igitteen thoufand 

Livxea, wbich yctyou are not to roceive tUl the 
End of the Year; asJ am at your.expeéting the 
Farmers-general fhould pay you tbe Money be- 
fore it becomes due. Thcy'lldo no fiich Thîng. 
This Affair then, fo confiderable in itfelf, fo 
well conduâed, fo certain, will not make you 
eafy. I am grieved to the Heart to be obllged to 
tell you difagreeable Things • But who can po(^ 
ilbly be fincere, and difTemble at the famé Time ? 
Methinks, after what I hâve done for you, the 
People can't fay we are not upon good Terms : 
They don't believe it at Court. Whiat h^sippened 
lit Fûntainebleau made a great Noiiê. How kind 
was it of the King, himfelf to remove e\ery 
Difficidty : Ând yQu would hâve bim order 
thcfc Gentlemen to pay you beforc-hand. What 
would he iày, were he to fee you a£k a Favour 
with more Ihiportuni^, UneaTmeÊ smd Ty« 
rafii^, th^n you would be kn9wn to exi£l a 
P,cbU I €ao tbçrefiore do m>[Ri^se th^a be^of 

M. Brunit^ 



\ 
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M. Brunet^ as my particular Frîend, to ferve 
you, if poffible, on this Occafion. Adieu. We 
fhall be at St. GermairCs the 1 7th. I fhould fee 
you there with greahPleafure, could I but fee you 
contented. ButI muft own, thatmy Relations are 
fo little fenfible to what ï do for them, and fo 
very fenfible to what I oinnot do, thatmy 
Corrcfpbndenee with thém is a Source 6f per- 
pétuai Vexation to me. Yet no Vexation fliall 
hinder me from loving you. 

L E T T E R XXVIL 

STo the famé. 

Verfaîlles^ March l^ 1 68^» 
Y Should never hâve thought of your making 
yourfeîf fo uneafy about my Health. The. 
t)iverfions of the vWinter were* fo numerous, 
and at the famé Time was I fo tormented with 
myHead-ach, that I fpent the whole of it, 
either in ftruggling with Pain in my Bed, or 
with Grief in the King's Apartments. The 
Box mùft be arrivç^ by this Time : It îs not 
magnificent : You know I value myfelf upon 
my Oeconomy. I wait with great Impatience 
for the News of Madame d'jfubign/s fafe Deli- 
very ; yet am 1 in no Pain about the Scx, I hâve 
my Reafons for being thus indiffèrent. I am 
very well fatisfied with Monceau j if hegocs oh 

as 
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as he has begun, I {hall not readily part with 
him. You bave, în bim, made me a very good 
Prefent. The War affliâs me. It wHl Iceep 
us from tbis Place ail the Summer. The Kîng 
is to fct out for the Army the lôtb of jtpriL 
The Dajr is yet at a Diftancc y but my Âttach- 
ment tp him makes it prefent. The Çauphinefs 
bas declared that ihe intends to go to the Fron- 
tiers, to be nearer at Hand to receive News. 
She is in the right. But thefe little Confolations 
don't hinder me from copf^dering the War as 
a great Evil. Adieu. Write tp me often, and 
be per/uaded, that fick or.well, careful or carcr 
lefs, în Favouror in Difgrace, I am always thç 
famc fçr you. Chariot is a downright Original^ 
I fhall foon fend him to a Collège. The Dlukç 
of Maine made me a Vifit Yefterday, and fpokç 
of nothing but you. ^Tis no^ true that I fai^ 
I was fatisfied with Mr. Arnaud. Madame ic 
jUncofme has made feveral Propofîtions Xo me^ 
but I refufcd every pine. I nev.er loved to raiji 
againft a^iy one, and at prefent lefs than ever. 
I i^all fee the Gentleman you converted, when- 
«ver Monceau tbinks proper to introducç. him,. 
Journies give me no Uneafinefs, but I hatè 
Campaîgns. Befides we fhall be fo little with 
û» K^Bg ! The -ControUer General tbinks you 
wMld ào wdl to lay out 7^ Money atthe 

© TpwiH 
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Town-houfe ' at the Eighteen-pcnny * Intereft, 
which he thinks will anfwer better than the 
Cheft of Loans. Comfort yourfelf for the De- 
lay of Madame cTAubigny's Delivery. Heroes 
are atleaft ten Months in the Womb. 

L E T T E R XXVIII. 

^0 the faîne. 

Verfailles^ June i8, 1684. 
T Âdvifed you not to fettle at Paris^ for no 
other Reafon, than that it would look odd to 
hâve you fo very ncar onè, and yet never to fee 
you. But Counfel difFers from Command. Be- 
lldes the Improprîety there is în taking upon 
niyfelf to direâ you, it is my Intention never 
to lay you under fo much as the leaft Refiraint. 
I v^ifh for your Happinefs juft as earneftly as I 
do for my own. Our Conditions are différent. 
Mine is turbulent and fplendid, your's calm and 
obfcure. The Wife will always prefer your 
Mediocrity to my Elévation, 'Tis God that 
las raifed me ; and he knows I did not feek 
"after it, nay, that I did not cven forefee it. I 

fliall never rife higher. I am already indeed 

' • • • 

' • Thisis a common Way in France oî exprefling 
tbe Rateof Intereft» or of Taxes; the Bightieenlhr 
.^pcnpy is about 5 1 >^r ont* 
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but too hîgh. If my Relations fuffer by Wf. 
Promotion oh the onc Hand, they will be Gain^ 
ers by it on the other. I do what I think is my 
Duty. My Reafons may be faulty ; but my In-, 
tentions are lipright. I love your Daughter, and 
fliould be well enough pleafed (he were my Heirefs» 
ButMadame^fif«^/]g^«y won'tftopthere. lam fen- 
fibly affliâed at the Dutchefs of Rtchlieu's Death. 
'Tis God that has taken her from us ; let us fub-^ 
mit to his Will. We (hall foon follow her. 
'Tis not lawful for Chriftians to grieve. AU 
thefe Deaths ought at leaft to teach us to die. 
Write to me oftcn. I (hall fometimea anfwcr' 

■ 

you. 

L E T T E R XXIX; 

To the famé. 

VerfaîlUsy June 25, lôS^* 

YOU did well to vifit Maérchal d^Eftreis. 
You hâve nothing to do ; and that's no great 
Misfortune. Divert yourfelf, and mind your 
Salvation. You will know more than thofe^ 
who give themfelves fo much Trouble.— I give 
you Orders! I muft be mad to think of it» I 
know not what you mean by tbe BiOHiy of ih$^ 

B 2 Caufi. 
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Caufe'^. Harc yàxx a Mind I fbould rcpeàt what 
I hâve already wrote to you on that Head? 
6on*t fee Monfieur Arnaud. 'Tîs almoft împof- 
fiblethatfuch Behaviour fliould not provokeyou, 
and thîs is not a Reign for violent Proceedings ; 
beftdes there is always fomething fcandalous in 
Money-Affairs. When I receîved the News of 
your beîng a Father, Well, faid I to myfelf, 
hère is an Infant that will unité them. I now 
find, with great Concern, that her Temper is 
difagreeable to you ; And do you Imagine there 
is nothîng difagreeable in your oWn ? Why are 
you a Man, if not to bear with fuch a Child ? 
Of what Ufe is your Age and your Senfe, if 
they contrihute not to inak,e you more patient ? 
What Tyrants are Mén ? They love unfbounded 
Liberty themfelves, but allow none to others : 
Shutupapoor Wife, while themfelves ramble 
i^îfhoutReftraint; and thînk her too happyin re- 
ccîvrng them, when they are pleafed to return : 
Require a thoufand Condefcenfions ; themfelves 
condeftènding to none but their MiftrefTes. For 
iliy 0)^n"Part I would give myfelf little Trouble 

* Madame</f ilfâi>r/^0«hadtoldhini. In a for- 
mer Letter» diat the Ganiè of ber not bein^ able «> 
fee him was fo beautifulAnd^lorious, thathe ought 
to fejoîce at it ; and he had» it feems^ rallied her on 
Ihe Éxpreffion. 

to 
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to entertaîn a Hufband, wfao gave hîmfblf nous 
to entertaîn me. Your Wife*s Virtue and Sub- 
mîffion îs, by ail Accounts, fuch as (hoald oblige, 
you to treat her in the moft reipeâful and af* 
feâtonate Manner. Js it fuq)rizing that at 
your Retum Home, you fhould diicover in her 
the Remains of that Mélancholy, which your 
Afafence had occafioned. Confider my Expéri- 
ence as your pwn. Let me feem to hâve lived 
for you^ as well as for myfelf. 

Verfailks gîves me Health, and the Peace witU 
the Dutch gives me Joy, That with Spain will 
foon follow, and then I (hall be rid of the Un* 
eafinefs, occafioned by a War and its fliocking 
Confequences. The Court is very gay and brii- 
liant. The Dauphinefs is no longer fhut up. 
She îs as eager to fhew herfelf in publick, as 
fiie was fome Time ago fliy of being feen. Sh« 
kas for the King ail the Condefcenfion he de- 
ferves. He is very well pleafed with hen 
There reigns the greateft Harmony in the Royal 
Family. Madame tArpajon fills her Poft very 
well. The Numbcr of the Dauphinefs's Maids 
of Honour will foon be compleat. The Foreign- 
crs will hâve the Advantage over the Fnnch 
Ladies, for we hâve nothing that can be corn- 
pared with the Beauty of Mademoifelle dg Leu» 
vejlein^ * the Bifliop of Strajburg's Nièce, who 

D 3 bas 
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has bccn juft named ; or that of Mademoifelle 

Hamiltofty who will be foon added to them. 

Mademoifelle de Murçai cornes on very well^ 

ând is one of our beft Dancers. But whlle I 

exert myfelf for the VilUites^ I perceive that a 

little Girl, but two Months old, lies much 

nearer to my Heart ; and I often think of the 

Pleafure I fhall hâve in marrying her, if my 

Life and my Favour laft but twelve Years 

longer. Adieu. I embrace you, and love you 

more tenderly than I tell you, or you yourfelf 

, imagine. 

L E T T E R XXX. 

^0 the famé. 

« 

VerfûiUes^ Jufy il. 

tlirHERE's the Rcafon for faying I wrotc 
you a melancholy Letterf I hâve no 
Caufe to be melancholy, and, gcnerally fpeak- 
ing, nobody can be lefs fo than I am. I fpoke 
to you of Death, becaufe I often think of it. 
1 prépare myfelf chearfully to meet it. I Wxih 
I couldprevail on you to do the famé. *Tis you 
I love, and not your Life. My Tendernefs for 
you keeps me conftantly employed in praying 
for your Salvation. Your being a Philofopher 
iigniiies little ^ you muft be a Chriftian. ^ 

The 
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The Kîng goes to Chambord t\ït I5th bf Sep^ 
lember^ and from thence to Fontainebleau till the 
ifth of Nùvember. Make ufe of that Interval 
to corne to Paris. Don't liften to the fooliih 
Difcourfe of People who envy us. I do my bcft 
on every Occafion. I hâve nothing to reproach 
myfelf with concerning you. Think of our 
former Situation. Did you then difcover at a Dis- 
tance thirty thoufand Livres a Year ? Let not my 
prefent Condition difiurb the Happinefs of your^s« 
*Tis a pcrfonal Adventure, which/ as you vciy 
well remark, admits of no Partnerfliip. You 
cnjoy Peace and Plenty. Every Thing befîdes 
i$ mère Bauble. £xcept thofe who fili the 
higheft Stations, I know none fo unhappy «s* 
thofe who envy tbem. Did you but know what 
it is ! If 1 live long enough to eôed it, my Nièce, 
fhall be well married. The Thoughts ôf it 
comfort me for the Lofs of my Liberty. You 
fay nothing of her Chriftening. Wlio ftood for 
her ? Is Ihe pretty ?. What's her Name'J Fd be 
glad fhe had a pretty one. I am very well, and 
grown a little fat; Flefh becomes old People 
better than the Phthifick. Monfieur de Mon* 
iaujur has (hewn me a Letter he received from 
Father Chavrand^ who has made your Pane- 
gyrick^ I read it with Pleafure ; chriftian Vir- 
tues are the Subjeâ of it: As to moral 

D 4 *ones 
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ones I htve long known you to pofièfs them. 
I zm far frona devout, my dear'Brother; but 
long to be fo ; I am perfuaded that Dévotion is 
die Source of al] Happinefs. 

L E T T E R XXXI. 

7^49 Madame de Brinon. 

1684. 

XJrAPPILY for you I was rrfterrupted Yef- 
.** terday Evcnîng ; i inouîci otherwne \ik^& 
#orried you with Lefibns of Morality. I fpo^e 
this Morning to Monfieur Bontems. Wc fhall 
ftmove after the next Holyday. I wiih that at 
my Retum I couM find our Httle Giris in an 
uniform Drefs. I think filack a very fad Colour. 
The King wouM like Blue. I fhould like 
Green. You muft décide. I ihall bc încon^ 
fblablc, îf I can't be àt NotTy by Niriè o'Clock» 
I hope we fhall both of us do much Good. 
Dbn't dpuntenance my Servants that are to 
affift ybu, in any Pleafantry or Frccdoms. Our 
Iktle Girls will hâve fuflScient Amufement, when 
wèll fhut up. The Court îs in the Kîng's 
Apartnient. They playthere, they yawn, they 
laugh; jmy Employment is to wrîte to you. 
Let our Houfc be a Model for others, not to 
draw Prai(è upon ôurfelves, but to engagé the 

Great 
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Great to multiply thefe ufeful Eftablilhoienlt! 
Don't be troubled at my refufing you any Thing. 
My Tendernefs for you encreafes with your 
Virtue, and I make no doubt but 'tis ûo4 
that unités us. Tell me my Faults, but doa't 
praife me. 

L E T T E R XXXII. 

To Mpnjieur d'Aubîgny. 

VerfaiOiSy July 1 8, 16844 

r\ N E of our Relations muft ftand for youf 
Daughter ; for it would be very ridiculoua 
to wait for Monfieur Bdr il/on, I ihall be ono 
of her Sponfors wîth tbe greateft Pleafure. 
People (peak too much of me ; both to my Ad- 
vantage and otherwife. I always heard it faid^ 
that Womcn fiiouid ftudy to be forgot. Go^ 
bas been pleafed to dffpofe otherwife of me. 
The Aîr of yerJailUs is admirable. Formeirly 
thcre was a Scarcity of Water, and tbenee 
fo much Sickncfs; - New ^tis wciï fupplied. No 
Doub^ you havë heacd of the fVopofals madb 
for Madenftoifelle de MurçaL She 16 hut thirtfaeii 
Years and three Months old. I t^U you as a 
Secret, that I receive at Noizy young Ladrâ^ 
^hofe Penfens àre^aid by tbe King. Ifpèata 
of it as cautiotafly as p^dBl^te^ fer Fèar of betng 
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wdrried. I would be ghd the Country, where 
I was bom, had a Share in this Charity. If 
you hear of any young Lady that bas been 
converted, let me know her Name, her Age, 
her Family, and it's Circumftances. Madame 
de Brinon will bave none of your Monileur 
Chandelier. 'Tis impoffible to be both Parifh- 
Prieft ^'d Chaptain at the famé Time. Adieu. 
Take him yourfelf. If you don't want him to 
fay Mafs, you will at leaft bave the Pleafure 
of beftowing a Penlion of two hundred Li\Tes 
a Year* 

. , L E T T E R XXXIII. 

îtf the famé. 

Verfaillesy Septemher 3, 1684. 

T See Things as on the Spot) and can't be con- 
cerned at your being unemployed. I am 
very forry, not for your Exclufîon, but, for the ill 
Offiots to ^hiçh you owe i t ; and I can fcarce for- 
give your Enemies. But the great Service they 
db in the main difarms n^y Refentment. I don't 
/brbid you Paris. I ihould be very unjuft, if I 
snade ufe of my Favour to tyrannize over an eldey 
Brother, whom I ought to refpeâ. I havc 
fold you a hundred Times over, that it is not 
proper that I ihoold lee you often, and thereforç^ 
1 ihouU be better pleafed. yoù remained at a 

Difiancc 
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Dtftance from the Capital. I fnuft continue 
to tell it to you again aod again> as long as I 
find in your Letters any Uneafinefs and Bitter- 
nefs on that Head. Be perfuaded that I can do 
nothing but what Idq, Every one tells me that 
your Daughter is handfome. Has fhe as large a 
Mouth as fhe ought to hâve» if fhe refembl^s 
either you or Madame d^Auhigw^* M^dç- 
moifelle de Murçai fhall not be married with- 
out your Knowledge. Any one but myfelf 
would raife her to the Clouds, but you know 
my Temper. At ail Events fhe will be better 
provided for than fhe could expeô, had I re- 
mained in my original Nothîngnéfs. We grow 
old. Let us think pf peath. Can there be 
any Evil in it for a true Chriilian ? 

L E T T E R XXXIV. 

T^o the Came, 

< 

Chamhord^ September 27, 1684. 

¥ Make no Doubt of what People fay to you. 

They would fain make you angry with me, 

and perhaps engage you in fome Extravagancies, 

« _ 

which would bring Ridicule upon. us both. l ïf 
I would, I could not make you Conflable * ; and 

' if 

. • This was formerly the greateft Poft in franc», 
At prefent they only £11 it on extraordittary Occafiona 
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if ï oould, I ^oufd not. I am ihcapable of 
afting an7 Thing itnreafonable front hiiti to 
Ivhom I owc every Thing. I would not conlènt 
to his doihg for me a Thing î thcught aboVe 
mè. Thefe are Sentiments by which perhaps 
yon fuffer; but if I had not the Honour which 
infpires them) I IbboM not be where I am. 
Adieu, dear Brother. I am vêry ^ell, except 
't few Fîtà of the Heàd-ach, which I make no 
AccouÂt of. 



» » 
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To tbe famé. 

Chambordy Oâïober 3, 1684. 

T AM overjoyed to find that you approve of 
my Eftabiifliments. The Manufaâory and 
Noizy are my favourite Places. You could not 
pay your Court to me in a more agreeable Man- 
trer, tban by praifing both on'e and the other. 
As.to Maintemnj it îs fomcwhat nc^eôej. 
Thdre can bc ho great Pleàfure in thinkîng of 

liJ onfiear éfjahigtiy Was, it feeips, the very Kererfe 
of his Sifter, He was fit fpr little, and expeâed 
every Thine» She wàs eqaal to any Thing, and in 
a Manner auced for nothing. The Accoant given 
joJT th!s Gehtteiôan in Màdaiàe dt MaintençtTs JHe- 
jDoirs 18 weU worth tkc Reader "e JPenifal. v 
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a Houfe, that one never fées. It wlll be no bad 
Seat for your Heirefs. How long wîll ybu ftay 
at Paris? Let me hear from you, and tell me 
cvery Thing you intend to do. We fliall re- 
jnain hère tiil the I2th oF this Month, and at 
Fontainebleau till the I5th of the next. There 
îs good Diverfion at this Place. The Wcatbcr 
is very fine, and the Court very gay. The King 
îs out a Hunting ail the Day. At Night there 
are other Amufements, The Dauphinefs docs 
Wonders, and every one is pleafed with her. 
We eat every Day at the King's Table, and it 
créâtes a very agreeable Familiarity. One Day 
there is a Bail, and a Comedy the next. But 
ail tiiefe Pleafures can't confole me from being 
abfent from Noizy. 'Tis a Paradife to me j and 
will be more fo in a fliortTrme, when lihall hâve 
a hundred young Ladies there under my Govern- 
ment. T*he Vacançîcs are ail fiUed up. Adieu, 
dear Brother. I (hall be glad to fee and embrace 
you. Let your Drefs be modeft, and in Tafte. 
I am in Pain about your making too grea't 
an Appearance. See how others aâ, and don^t 
truft 10 your Tradefmen or Taylors. 
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L Ë T T E R XXXVI. 

To tbe famé. 

Ver failles^ April*]^ 1685. 

"^OU înfift upon a Lettei* every Month. 
Hère is one for ApriL I hope I fliall 
not difappoint you, as your Expeâations are 
reafonable, and fo well fuited to the little Lei- 
fure I hâve. The Journies to Uoixy are more 
fréquent than ever, the Vifîts more regular, 
an,d the Evening Walks hâve begun to take 
Place. Guefs at my Pleafure, when I return 
along the Avenue, at the Head of one hundred , 
and twenty-four young Lad i es that are now 
fïxed there \ amufîng myfelf with providing for 
ail their Neceffities. 

Monfieur de Louvois arrived Yefterday Even- 
ing from Maintenoriy where he direâs every 
Thing to great Advantage. He îs rebuilding 
the Caftle belonging to the Park, and dolng a 
thoufand Things befides, which I havç not Time 
to acquaint you with» that will greatly embellifh 
your Eftate.' Monfieur de Montchevreuil and 
you will no longer be in any Pain about the 
Bridge, for they are making it both wider and 
firmer. Noëlle has fometimes forty Perfons in 
his Houfe. He is obliged to ftow tbem even in 

the 
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thc Garrets, Thcre are fuc thoufand Peafanti 
at Work. Money circulâtes there vcry brifkly ; 
and every one perceives it. Be a good Hufband, 
a good Father, a good Governor : Be a good 
Chriftian, and you will be ail thefe, Don't 
make yourfelf uneafy about Maintenons The 
Damages donc there will be more than repaired, 
and that in a royal Manner. I embracc you 
moft afFcâionately. I am obliged to you for 
havîng left P^riV without taking yourLeaveof 
me. Neverdoubtof my Friendfhip. Itwouldbe 
doing me great Injuftice. 

L E T T E R XXXVII. 

^0 tbe famé. 

Sunday^ June 3» 
'TpHE King îs more troubled with the Goût 
than ever, The Siège goes on very well. 
We gain Ground daily witbout lofing any Per- 
fon of Note. The Prince of Orange has not 
as yet quitted his Camp ; he is not ftrong enough 
to relieve Nqtnur. There îs Reafon to expeâ 
eveiy Thing will go on well, and that God 
will blefe the King's Undcrtakings. 

We are certainly in the filthiefl Place in the 
Univerfç ; But wc often gçt News, and that is 

what 

^' . .f 
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^hat we came fbn I cnjojr my Heakh vHj 
Well. -N^ . 

I am very forry for ail the Vexation Madame 
WAuhigny gives you, and fliall not trouble yoii 
with an Account of what I fufFer. We muft 
endeavour for tbe beft, and leave the liKie to 
God. We are to fufFer: 'Tis the Bufinefs of 
this Life. But we muft turn our Suf&rings to 
Advantage, byaccepting thcm in a penitentiai 
JBpirit, I do nothing but write; and I know 
you too well, to lay myfelf under any Reftraint^ 
when I bave to deal with you. Wbat is a 
longer Letter ? Often a greater Vexation. 

L E T T E R XXXVIIL 

TV Madame de Brinon. 

T SEE you often, but fpeafc to you feldoûi. 
The EftaWîfliment of St. Cyr is gi^àtly taHceâ 
'of. I bcg you may form tbc Plantrf it. Yoft 
know very well what -my Thoughts >Cdncâ'ning 
ît are, but I beg yôu Aiay do ttôthrng mereljr 
to comply with them. Lcft not your ï^n be an 
imagînary Scheme, or a merc'fflcetoh. Muft 
thb Miflreffles be Nuns? WiU the Rules to 
which Nuns are 1)aufid, admit éf 4hofe Diities 
Whïib the Education of- Youth requires^ with- 

Ottt 
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out any Altération in the divine Office and fpi* 
ritual Retreats ? Shalf our Miftrefles be bound 
to a confiant Confinement ? Shall we bave Lay 
Sifters or Servants? Will one Chaplaîn be 
enough? At what Age fhall we reftorc the' 
young Ladies to their Friends ? If abfoluteVows 
are not approved of, will fimple ones be fuffi* 
ctent? How many Nuns will be wanting for Su 
Cyr? How many for f^erfaiUes? What Diffé- 
rence will thcre be between the two Houfes ? 
What Kind cf Rule will bcuuiicôhe ox themf 
What the other? How could we hâve the 
Convent of VerfatUes undet the Archbilhop of 
Paris^ and that of St. Cyr under the Bifhop of 
Charters ? Would h not be bctter to form twa 
Plans, one for Nuns, the other for young 
Ladies? Exécute this Tafk without any View 
to your own Intereft, but, at the famé Time,^ 
without forgetting yotir Talents. Adieu, my- 
Deareft ; it is this that takes up ail my 
Thoughts, and it probabJy very wcU deferves 
tbem. You are too happy in ferving God from 
Morntng to Night. The Abbé GobeRn is better. 
We want htm cruelly. I am fty of others» 
Madame is gotng to Vefpers^ and Madame dé 
Monte/pan will, I believe, foUow her, I had 
a Mtnd to go there too, but am tlred witti 
their Converfation. What a Misfortune it is to 

bit 
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be.kept from a Place I hâve fb many Reaibny 
to love ? My Complaints' are hw ; but when 
one is on the Stage, every Thing is known and 
exaggerated. I ofFer every Thing that dépends 
on me. But confider that we muft neither firc 
the King, nor deceive him. 

L E T T E R XXXIX, 

To the famé. 

« ^ ** ■^ 

looo. 

T No longer know, my Deareft, whereabout 
I am. They ftill give out that the King is 
in a very fair Way, and yet give us Reafon to 
fear he muft undergo another Incifion. I feel 
the Pain every Time I think of it, and 
thefe Gentlemen hâve been fo kind as to pré- 
pare us againft it from Saturday laft, and now. 
put it ofF for four or five Days. Hère are then 
four or five Days more for me to be hacked and 
flaflied to Pièces. I fliall not be eafy, till he is 
out of their Hands, I hâve got a Cold, which 
icarce allows me to fpeak. I fhould not trouble 
ffiyfelf about it, if my Mind was at reft. Our 
worthy Curate, (of Verfailles) whom you love 
fo much, is dying. He wlll fcarce hold out 
(ill Noon. The King is quite taken up with 
• i St% 
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St. Cyr, .and has altered the Choir, and feveral 
other Places. The young Ladies will be dif*- 
pofed there by Claflès upon four Forms, as at 
Noixy* Thcrc muft be another Altération in 
the Colour of their Drefs. Yefterday he con- 
ferred on the Foundation with the ControUer- 
General. Every Thing will be foon fettled. 
The Phyficians are juft going out of my Apart- 
ment, and afTure me the King is this Morning 
in as good a Wayas they could wifh. Oh! 
Could they but fpare him this other Inciflon ! 

LE T T E R XL. 

^0 the famé. 

\^ OU are not to hâve your Book of Confli- 
tutions to Day* Meffieurs Racim and Dif". 
préaux are reading and admiring them. They 
are retrenching the Faults of Stile, while their 
Tranfcribers fcU them . with thofe of Ortho- 
graphy. You receive Advke like an Angcl: 
Would to God Lcould give it like one. No 
more Time is to be loft in what concerns St* 
Cyr, The Prince is ill. The Duke fet out 
Yefterday to bring him a Confeflbr, The King 
has fufFered much, "ànd ftill continues to fufFer. 
I would hâve Mademoi Telle d^Aubigny accuftom 
hcrfelif to every Thing, Pay Madame de St- 

Pierre 
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Pierre what (he has laid out for the King. I 
believe it wouW not be amifs to give our Girls 
long trailing Gowns and white Veils at their 
firft Communion. Monfieur 4k Lowugîs will go 
To-monow to St. Cyr, ^ Acquaint him with ail 
your Wants. He or>ly defires to remedy them« 
But remember the Promife you made me, of 
not aflcing for the Future a Farching cxtiaor- 
dinary from the King.. 

L E T T E R XLI. 

^0 the famé. 

^ H E King fufFcred this Môrnîng for fevcn 
Hours together, as if he had been on the 
WhceL I tremble leaft hiis Pains (hould retura 
«gain To-morrow« Let us put ofF for eigfat 
Pays what we hâd réfol^ed upon. The Prince 
wrote on bis Death-^Bed a Leeter \ù the King» 
which would charm you. Thefti are fad Times* 
My Hcart is ready to burft 
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L E T T E R XLII. 

To Madame du Peron*. 

Oéfober 25, 1 686. 

T AM convinced of your Zeal and Capacity : 
Employ tbem both for the Service of our 
dear Houfe. True it is, that -I am extremely 
fcnfible to every thing that concerns it ; and I 
even believe myfelf fometimes to be guilty of 
Iinpatience. But methinks tfaere is fome Rea- 
fpn for. bel Qg a little in hafte, and for endea- 
vouring to pnake the .moft of the prefent fa- 
vourable Opfprtunity. God knows that I never 
4reamed of making an Eftabliihment of fo 
much Confequence j and that I had nothing 
more in view than to fpend my Days in fome 
Works of Charity. I neither thought myfelf 
obliged to eiFeâ confiderable l'bipgs, nor de- 
ftined to fpcmgreat Defigns. I imagined there 
HEere adrc^dyb^Utoo œany religious Houfes, 
The fmaller niy Snare it\ this Charity, the more 
fenfil^le am I that it is the Work of God : It is 

. * A I^ady taken from an old Convent, to form 
the Ladies of St. Cyr^ now St. Leivis, to the Duties 
of -m reH^ious Life. See in Madame de MaiHttMon*% 
Mwwân, an Aoeount of :4ui9iAi^e|Ui«9t £f|abliA-. 
inciit, . »' , , 
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( 70 ) 

liis, and his vonly, and the greater thereforc is 
my Affeôion for it. It is the Work of his 
Hands, for he infpired the King with the 
Thoughts of this Foundation. The King, I 
fay, tho' an Enemy to ail new Eftablifliments ; 
and at what time ! after along War, which had 
drained his Cofters, and when furrounded by 
Minifters, who would hâve confirmed hlm in 
his Difguft, had he * hefitated a fingle Moment. 
It is true, that as much as I fhould hâve trémbled 
under the Weight of govcrning St. Cyr^ had it 
been my Work, juft fo bold was I, when I per- 
ceived the Finger of the Aimighty in it ; and 
thought that it was himfclf that had laid the 
Burthen of it upon me. I can therefore fay,' 
with the greateft Truth, that I look upon it as a 
Means afForded me by thç Aimighty, to work 
my Salvation ; and that I fliall always be ready 
to facrifice my Life to make ît fubfervient to his 
Glory. I wifli every thing could be wfell fettled 
before Madame de Brinon^s Death, befbre mine, 
before Abbé Gobelin% that the^Spirit of the In* 
ftitution may fubilft for ever, and triumph over 
the Oppofitions which I can forefee, without thé 
Gift of any extraordinary Pénétration. For 
can you ever expeâ an Abbefs more capable or . 
more abfolute than Madame de Brinon^ a mpre 
zealous Friend; than I- am, a- Direâor fp peae^ i 
trated with our Maxims as the Abbé Gobelin ?'- ^ 

Let 
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Let us improvethehappy, but rapid Moments, 
during which we hâve ail the fpiritual and tem- 
poral Authority in our own Hands. The King 
and the Bifhop are ready to do us ail the Ser- 
vices wc can defire. 'Tis our Bufinefs to dif- 
pofe Things in that perfeâ Order, in which 
we would hâve the m ever afterwards continue. 
One of the greateft Obftacles to our Under- 
taking» is Madame de Brînon^s Readinefs to re- 
ceive bad Subjcfls. You ought ail of you to 
be very refolute on this Head -, to raife your- 
felves above Fcar or Hope. You will be ac- 
countable to God for your Behaviour, and it is 
one of the moft important Adions of your 
Lives. . 

In examining your Nuns, let your chief At- 
tention be to infpire them with folid Piety, aa 
upright Spirit, a Tafte for their Inftitute, a De- 
fire of becoming expert in the Duties of it, an 
Attachment to their Rules, a Spirit of Socia- 
blencfs, a Diflike to the World. Thefe are the 
principal Qualifications for a Lady of 5/. Lewis: 
As to a too hafty Difpofition, believe me that 
we ail bave the Virtues and Vices peculiar to 
our refpeâive Conftitutions : Thofe that are 
hafty, are alfo adHve, -vigilant, zealous for Suc- 

cefs ; whilft that which renders them mild,.ren- 

r • * » 

ders them indolent, luke warm^ l^y, i;idiiFç(eiu ta 

r 
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cvery Thing, flow, inienfible. *Tis Picty that 
rcétifies our Paffions. Who can be more hafty 
than Madame de Brinon and myfelf? Do you 
love us the lefs for it? Thofe who obey, you 
may bave Reafon to tell me, fufFer by the Tem- 
pers of thofe who command. I anfwer, we 
muft fufFer, and to fufFer is our Bufmefs in thîs 
World. After ail ; you are to hâve for the fu- 
ture no Superiors but of your own chufîng. 
Though I plead for the Hafly, and perhaps 
through a Motive of Self-Love, I advife you 
to corrcft as much as you can this ItpperfeâLion 
in ail your Nuns/ They mufl bear with it in 
others, and be exempt from it themfelves. 

There is no Room to hefîtate about forming 
a Chapter for the Pofiulants*^ and tryiog theix 
Vocation by proper Mortifications. We hâve 
fo thoroughly cleared our Inflitution^ from ail 
the ufual Prafticcs of Con vents ; that if we did 
not take up again fon^e of their Maji^ims, wft 
(hould in the £nd fçrin only a private Hca^ 
which would foon fall to £tecay. Confer oçc^ 
fionally with your Abbefs, and lofe no Tiji^tie in 
forming this Chapter^ Aô in Conjunâioa wîA 
hcr. She bas a great Stock of Senfe ^d Vir* 

• Pcrfons who dcfirc to \^ ttî/msi las Novices 
hl»«i«ËgioiiftHoiiic. • n ^ *>*? 

tue. 



in) 

toe, and muft endeavour to impart it to ail 
thote who live under your Governmeat. Àdieu» 
Hiy deareft paugHer. . ;. . , 

L E T T.E R 5tLIlL 

3(9 Madame de Brïnôn^. 

.' • > • - . 

* December 2j[, x6S6. 

^ HE King affified at Part of Matifts ; heard 
three Maflès; was preiênt at hi^ Mafsi 
afterwards paid Madame a Vifit of an Hour, 
He was likewife at thç ,Pauphinefs'« i from 
thence went to &ermm^ ,and aififtedat Veipeès^ 
mufically performed, Thgr fc^rcely lay any 
Dreffings on him. Every one is overjoyed at hts 
liappy Recoveiy. Fatber Bourdabue preached 
an ûicomparable Sermon : Towards tbe Conclu- 
fion he partîcularjty addreiTed his .M2je%.; be 
fpoketo hkn of liis Health, of the X/Ove of bis 
-Subjeâs, of tbe Apprebenfions of hls Coujct. 
He melted his Audience into Teafs, and ihed 
Ifome himfelf. k was his Heart that iboke, and 
tt înde^d Q)oke to every Heart. You will under- 
fiand V0^t I mean. Madame is very well. I 
am never tired of bebolding the Joy that âp- 
pears itî her Countenance for the King's Re- 
covery. The Neighbourhood of Verjailles wîll 
procure you a thoufand Advantages, and fubjeâ 
Vox,. IL E you 
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you tQ a thoufand iLtsltraints. ' But can we ex« 
peâ aimeffings at once .^ I thanlç you For your 
many Marks of Friendfiiîp on this Occafion. 
I never had, nor ever ihall hâve, fuch another 
Trial» Good Nfght^ mj deareft. ^ You may 

now afk mft ,i;^h)t Q^eftîoAs yott^ pleafe i I am 
in a Condition to anfwer them. 

L E T TER XUV. 

'^9tbe ■ fmt. 

^'t'AMcoiifinçd tt) my Béd by a -vîolent Head- 
•* ach i but it canriot, hindcr ffle, mjr DcariHl, 
^from tbanking you for yoii^ Letter of Cohfe* 
' latioh. The Khig goe$ abroad evéry Day : He 
* no longer fcels any Pain» But thcfe Gentlemen 

anfwer fo little for his bcîrig perfeéHy cured^ 

wat I can forefte a Journèy to Bdregi^ GXiefs 
''«t myAffiaion. ' Monfieiir ftigoti bas îfuft Jéft 

0iy Cbambeh He fays the King is in perf<5£l 
; Health. Let us not put our Confidence ih'Men \ 
' fhey heither know what they fay» nor wh^tthey 

do,. ' • 
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L E T TER XLV. 

« « 

5V th/ famé. 



, !• '• t «1 .» 



* His PhyGctany and' Surgeons kiA^kie ét^y 
Moment. lOhe Day'tfiey find him iWlli ^e 
ncxt they «change Colour, whcn thoj^ look at 
cach other. This Môrrtîng Mr. ^Fagoii pierced 
me to the Hçart, and, in a Moment afterwards, 
amired me the Kîng was In a faîr Way, '^In 
the Evening, perhaps, ît wiîl be ^hothcr Story ; 
and I may rcçkgn up,on a. very uneafy Night. 
I am fiof Mif^iéfs of my Senfîbllity.' ii!*bu 
muft np^' mention a TitUe of what 1 wrlte you. 
Adieu, my Deareft, Coiitinue to pray for the 
Kinc s Recovery, , 



^ \^ V 



To Madame du Peron. ^ 

VO^U ihtift long becolnfined to thcïnfirmary, 

before I fufpeia you'' of f^mainingl there 

-thro\^h -any Liking to^ iti Yoto rLetter. gtves 

me great Pleafure ; I fee by it with what Zeal 

and Affiduity yoii apply yourfelf to .the Outies 

E 2 of 
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4Si your Station : It is a very important and a 
dffficuk one. God will affift you» as long as 
you continue to aâ with a ^ood Intention, and 
bumbly conftih ail thole who can giveyou good 
'Advicf^ , l ùi?!A IjStyott ktiow.at iSk Qrr^¥kat 
paflèdbetween Madame. ^^r^4ind me. ,You'll 
fft I b^n ta try her Vocatioa ^fu^etty niddy, 
Confûlty.however, Abbé Brifader^ and aâ in 
Co|)jun£tian wîth your Abbe6. Madame de 
Fontaificshzs wrote me Wonders of your No- 
viciate. Tormeot Sifter Adantatemb^rt * welU 
and more than any pther of your Novices, for 
my Sake* It concerns us gready'^not to receive 
any but excellent Subjeâs ; and in chufîng them 
wé ougfat to hâve nothing in View, but the Ad- 
vanttge of our dear Hoùfé^ which wîll improve 
firom Day to Pay. You may greatly contribute 
to it by your Care of the Novices, and your 
good Example. 

*Tis im'poffible Tor you to Teparate your reli- 
gious Cqnftitutions, from thofe which concern 
the Education of the young Ladies* *Tis faid 
in every Page, that the Eftablifhment was made 
for them« You h^ve been adddd to it, meyely 
tff (cffve diem as Mothers and Miftrefibs, 'and 
hâve been oblîged to niak^ Vo ws, m^rely tp £ix 

* A near Relation of Ma4iuiie dt Mamuno^h 

your 
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jOûT Tendernefi and Zeal for them. I IbàUbt 
veiy glad to receive a Letter from the NovûDcg» 
Let every one fay iomethiiig, but without aay 
Affiftance ffom the rçft. I begui to tremUe for 
my Prophecy. The Prince of Orange continue» 
in good Health. 

LETTER XLVIL 

To Madame de Fontaines *• 

Siptmier 2y 169O', 

"D LESS'D be God a thoufand Times, Ma- 
dam, for the Favours he has conferred on 
youf He intends you for himfelf» . He never 
ceafes to call you. He gives you the requifite 
Difpo&tions to anfvver his Invitation^. Your 
Letter, though full of Anxiety and Trouble^ 
gave me the greateft Pleafure. Humility and 
Obédience wilî foon makeyour Mind eafy. I 
cannot fee you fo fenfible of your Warits, fa 
ready to own them, to aik Affiftance, to feek it 
with Confidence and Refpeâ at thé Seat of thef 
Minifiers of Jefus Chrîfl, withôqt hoping every 
Thing for you. "Açkhowlèdgc, therefore, the 
Miracle he aiSuaîly opérâtes în you. The * 
Change is flow, becàufe Gôàrequîres youfhould 

• One of the Ladics of St, Le^is. 

E 3 Work 



it Wi^ rwl Gtenge. ^ Thcfe thWfé D^y^ pttft yoa 
wkre ih Paîki about ^Writing to Monfieur S. and 
thfe Dàlf you #rite eo me wiâi inore Energy, 
mbt^ StibikifficKTi^ and tiïétt Humility^ tHutl yoti 
ever wrote to him. Courage, my ôtxf Daugh* 
ter ; be no longer uneafy about your Complaints. 

I look ufîpn you as a' Pérfon whd fufferS) and 
whofeFriends pity the SufFerings, without being 
alarmed a( thêm. Thferè is ùo Danger for ihe 
Sick, wha abandon >themfelyes entirely to God, 
and fubmit to the Condu<^ of thofe» whom lie 
haV êntrtiééd wîth his Gracefî àhd his ?ÔWC9. 
Thi ihotû uheafy artd dîflufbcd yo\i afe^ while 
ycîutrUft entifdy to yourffelf^ the calmef and 
cafiei* ^ill yôu be after reftouttdng yôur own 
wéâk Underftanding and ybur Wilï; You wiH 
appfôâcH th^ SâcVaments, or keêp at a Ôiftâtice 
frôm them, through à Prîncîpléôf Obédience i 
and yoù wîH no longer juJge for yoiirteîf oT the 
DirpôCtions- yon ittay be in. You will be ffrong 
and faithf^l torenftTemptatlons. Gb^ will give a 
BleiÛîng tocveryThing yôu do, and you wilî vifibly 
pe^èive it. O the Goodne/s of Gôd, In thus 
forcing you to bav]é Recourfo to him, and in 

^ ^ - • • * • » 

not' permitting you to be .entirely .difeouraged. 
He gives yoù, yoù fay, a very fenfible Forefafte 
of the Happinefs ther^ is, în fervk3g^hiB1^ *Tis 

becaufe 



becaufe be requires you fhould ferve hint; but 
he likewife. requircs you ibould facrifice ta him 
every Thing. you hold deareft, your Under« 
fiandingy your Will^ your Liberty. There it 
n^thing elfe in us wortby to be ofitred to bioi» 
LeC us give hîm ail» Madam. Lee .«• ferv^ 
htm together ; and let us never forget hia Mer* 
cies. Rejoice as a ûck Perfon aflured of Re* 
covery. You wiU for the future be dearer to 
me than eyer. 

• » • 

h E T T E R XLVIli. 

To Madame de Mâifonfort. 



I 



Dtcfraber l :^ ' x 690. 

HAVE not acquainted you with ail my Joy; 

but I know that you do liot doubt of it. I 
tbank God from the Bottom of my Heart for 
wbât be^ has done for yoij and for us all.^ You 
^11 now find Peate. You are at the Bot*^ 
tom of that Abyfsf, where we begin to find a 
fure Fôotîng. You know from whom I borrowr 
thts Phrafe •. E Ihall fee him To-morrow, and * 
wîU alk him for your Rctreaè cvery Thing' 
.mentioned by the Bifliop of Chartres, Give up 

f By baving confecrated herfelf to God in the 
Convent of St. Qr. 
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yourfeff, tny Dcareft, entîrcly;to God, Permît 
yourfclf to be Icd in ail Things by thofe, whofe 
Bùfinefs it is to conduâ yoti* ' How happy are 
yoa to iiaveît m yoûr Power to'nnake hîm a 
Sacrifice of aH you hâve J Werc it lawful to- 
envyïuch Tavours, I fhotild fcarcé confider 
your's wit&out fome Uneàfinèfs. Never forget 
me in your Prayers. I fpoke to thc Bifhop of 
Ckartrâf Bhoixt yout'Brother, and we will re- 
member his Sifter. Abandon yourfelf entirely^ 
to God, tp whom you bave given yourfclf. Pré- 
pare yourfeH* wcli to rcceive himi and Ict me: 
find that ail Things go welL 

L E T T E R XLIX. 

To tbe famé. 

1691,. 
■h ÉSIGN yourfelf abfolutely to God. ¥oU 
low with Simplicity the Direâions of Abhe. 
Fenehn and the Bifliop of Cbartns. I fhall my.« 
felf always fubmit to their Opinions*» Ac- 
cuftom yourfelf to their Government. But 

* For the Charadler of the latter who fucceeded 
Abbé Qobelin in the Direâion of Madame iU Main^ 
tenofi^ Confcience, the Reader is referred to the Me- 
moin of this Lady. 

don't 
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dbn't fpread the Abbé's Maxims among thofe, 
who hâve no Rélifh for them. You are always . 
fpeaking of the moft perfeâ State, and you are > 
ftill full of Imperfeâions. As to Madame Guicn^ 
you hâve faid too much of her. We inu(t. 
be fatlsfied to keep her to ourfelves.^ Itbecomes 
her as little, as it does me, to diptâ ourLadies.. 
It wôuld be expofmg hecfelf to another Perfe- 
cution. She has been fufpeded, and this alone 
is fufficient to keep her in Trouble. She ap- 
peared to me. a Woman of the greateft Difcre* 
tion. She. will hâve no Correfpondence with any • 
onc but yourfelf, I hâve been extremely edified 
with her whole Conduâ, and I fhall always fee- 
her with Pleatfure. But our Houfê muft be con«- 
duâed by common and fimple Ruies. Il wilI 
be a PerfeâiOn in. you not tt) afpirc at Per-» 

L E T T E R L. 

To the famé. 

Fehruary 2, 1692, 

I C ANN OT exprefi the Jpy I feel, Madam, 
upon hearingthat you hâve been confirmed in 
a Refolution of remaining zvSl Cyr. I could* 
not wait till Tuefday to Jet you know it* Make 
your Mind eafy then. I felt ;^1I the Pain, in 

E5 whicb: 
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Which t 'few yoii for fome Days ()aft. Gîve 
yourftlf up to God and to us, with a good 
Grâce and a great Deal of Courage, in 
ohlêr to labour at the famé Tinie for jour own 
Sanélification and that of ^htrs. How happy 
you are to be your own Miftrefs, and to hâve 
it in your Power thus to offer, and to 
beftow yourfelf. I ran fcarce refrain envyîng 
you fo hfgh a Flight, while tue but cr^wl in 
the Service* of Gt)d, and think we do a great 
Deal, tvtiert wë don*t Izïl irito the Prédpice^* 
thàt furrouhd us. Gôod Night, my Deareft,* 
You \frHl Bè fot the future my Daughter, for* 
I every Day become môre and more your Mo* 
ther. 

LE T TER LI. 

To the famé. 

Febfuâfy 6, 1 69a. 

'VT'OU are appointed, my dear Daughter, to 
make one of the Foundation Stones of 5^ 
Cyr. ' You are, one Day, to fupport this great 
Edifice by your Regularity and by your Ex* 
fcnfplèè* But den't be fo hafly^ Speak lefs, 
înd, - above ail Things, never let Paffion get 
the better of you. You fay we muft conftrain 
èurfelve9 in nothing, that we muil forget our- 

felves» 
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felves, and that we muft never hâve an Ejre, in 
any Thing we do, to our own Satisfaâion* 
Thefe Expreilions create Uneafinefs in the Minds 
of feveral oF our Ladies. My Itttlè Expérience 
in-Things of this Nature made me find Fault 
with Abbé Fmilon\ Unwillingnefs to (hew hî$ 
Writîngs; He was, however, in the righti 
Ail hâve not a folid and uprlght Way of thinlc- 
ing. The Liberty of the Children of God is 
preached up to Peifons, who are not as yet of 
that Number, and who abufc that Liberty ta 
fubmitto nothing» Submiffion is our firft Duty. . 
Liften, therejfoiie» witb Submiffion to God who 
calls you* See if you hâve a Mind to miftruft 
him. Will you prétend to fet Bounds to him. 
He will not adnoit of any with Soûls, wbom 
he bas prepared with certain Grâces» 'Tis by 
abandoning yourfelf to bis Spirit, that you'Il find 
Peace and Liberty. Either I am greatly deceived, 
or you confider Pie^ in too fpeculative a Ltght» 
You make it entirely to confift in fudden Mo- 
tions, inRefignatîons, in Self-Renunctations. But 
whece is the Self-Renunciation of a Woman» 
that feeks to bave her Mind at Liberty, and ber 
BedyatEafe? 
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L E T T E R LU. 

î<> Madame de Fontaines. 

Maub^ge^ May 249 l^g^fc? 

T AM overjby'd, Madam, atjhe Account you 
give me of your Retreat> and I expeâ a 
great Deal of Benefit from ît* I havc not opened 
my Lips thefé twenty-four Hours. Thîs would ' 
be too happy a State, but it is interruptèd by a 
little Uneàiinefi. 

The King Bas ordcred'us to ftop hcre To-day 
and Tô-morrow, that every one may bave Time 
to perfôrm their Dévotions for Ù&& Feftival» 
He thihks of èyery Ttiing, you fee', for, îtis from 
tfie Army tbat Kc bas fcnt us tbîs Grdfer. Thîs . 
is judgtng right; to be at* once the Héro and* 
theChriffian; ïbegyou may tell Madame^ 
Vei&anti thatthc Siège ofNamur is more con- 
fideraMe than that of Mons ; that the King at- 
tàcks it- wtth forty or' fîfty thou&id Men ; fliat 
Monfieur de Isuxembèurg' bas litnety thodknd- 
more to oppofe the Prince of Orûnge, in-Cafe' 
he fhould attempt to raîiè thé Siégé % that I for- 
'■ ve^ed an thîs vaftMukttude with mjrow» £yes^ 
and that (be does not exceed them in Courage». 
We Ihall fet out for Philippêvillâj whkh is butî 
lix or feven League» from Namun- The Kingr 
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B ia perfcâ Healdi, and tfae wliele Aimy i» ta 
RapCures witb hk Mildneâ, bis Afiâbtlitj» thc: 
cafy Accds tbere isr to bim, and bis continuai 
AppHcadoB ta Bufinds» TeH tbe Lady Abbefs^ 
Aat» in tbe Midft of thi» powcfful Army, be 
places ail bis Confidence in God, Tell tbe 
wbole Houiêy tbat I ibould bave- Madame dt 
Alaifinfûrt^s Refignation^ not to be fomewbat 
nneafy at betng at fo great a Diflance from my 
Cbildxra: The dear Motber of tbem aU is ia 
good Health* 

L E T T E R Lin. 

Tû Madame de Veilhanc 

' JUafi 1692^ 

TMAGINEto yourfdfy itfadâni, that TeP 
terday, after baving travelled fix Hours in a* 
pretty good Road, we difcovered a Caftie built 
upon a Rock^ which appeared to be no very corn- 
modious Habitation, ttaough we bâd been crained' 
up to it. We drcw ncarer, bowevcr, ' but wîth-* 
eut finding any Road, 6y which we coold get 
to it« At laft we difkovered in an Abyfs, or as' 
ie wcrc in a very ée€p Wcll at thc Foot of tbis- 
Caftie, the Tops of a great Number of littlc- 
Houfes, which looked llke fo many Puppets». 
ftiiTOunded on eveiy Side' witb Rocks of a ftn- 
* ' pendous 



(66) 

penddus Helght. They arc quîte perpendîcular. 
We Wctt under a Neceffityof defcendîng into 
this dreadful Habitation, By a Road cqually 
dreâdful. TheCoaches jolted eftough to break 
ail their Springs. / The Ladies caught at every 
Thing they could lay hold on. We gcrt down 
after a Quàrtet of an Ifoûr fpént in perpétuai 
Terror, and fell into à Towa*, confiftîng of 
one Street, which they call fhe Greâf Street 
tbough two Côaches can*t go in it a-breaft. 
It is quite dark, cven at Noon. The Houfe» 
are (hocking; and Madame de Filleneuve would 
certainly hâve the Vapeurs hère. Their Water 
is very bad, and Wine fcarcCé - Tbe Bakers 
bave Orders to work only for the Army, and 
Ict the reft bf the World ftarve. Every Thing 
is (eat to the Army. It rain$ ^ through a Steve 
fince our Arrivai. As yet I bave feen but tw(> 
Churcbes: They are on jthe firft Floor, and 
'ti^ a particular Favour to get Admittance into' 
t|iem. We had an OiEce there, accompanied 
with very wretched Mufick, andfuch a confiant 
Inhalation of ill-fcented Incenpe^ that we could 
np longer fee each other.. I (ban't fpeak of the 
Naftinefs of their Streets ; but indeed the King 
bas little to do to take ûich Places. The Siège 

» 

• Din^t. 

of 
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of Namur gocs on vcry wcll. Our Works are 

very forward. As yet we hâve loft but few 

Men. The Town wîU be oms in four or five 

Days. The Caille will probably hold out longer. 

The Prince of Orange gives out that he will 

corne to tbe Relief of the Place ; but he will 

corne too late. The King has the Goût in 

both Feet \ and I am not forry for it. A red-hot 

Bullet has fallen in Moniteur de BouJlers*s Quar- 

ters, smd fet Fire to feven thoufand Wèight of 

Powder, This beautlful Cîty (hook at thé ^è- 

port, for, to rom]>leat oiir Happineis, wé héaf 

évery Gun that is iired, and at every Difchargé 

hâve Reafon to tremble for the Life of ibme 

Friend, In oAer Re^eâs I am' very hàppy. 

I am well lodged, well ferved, ahd in a Dif- 

pofîtion to likè every Place God thinlts proper 

to iix mé in. ï embrace yôti- ail, ' my dteaf 

Daughters. There are four huiklfed Steps t& 
afcend from this place to the fine Cfi^ei 

tvas fpeakrng of. 
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L E T T E R LIV. 

To ihe famé. 

Mayi 1692- 

T F witR a fafe Confcicnce I mîght wîfh to- 
fee a ÏJun out of her Convent, I (hould be 
glad to feè you in the fortiiied Towns tfirougK 
whichwepafs; and if we could' change Ihdi» 
nattons,. I would witb Pleâfure afllime that niar- 
liai Difppfition,. whicK makes you love Powder 
and Bail. You would be highly delighted, 
Madam, to fmell nothfng but Tobacco; hear 
nothing but Drums: eat nothing but Cbeefb^ 
feenothingbut Basions,, Half-Moons, Counter- 
fibarps; and toucl) nothing, the Coarfenefs of 
which is not quite oppoiite to that Senfuality^ 
aihove whkh you hâve raifed yourfelf fo hi'gby 
tiy.your Tenapcr and Courage. For my Part,, 
who tinfortunately am a: Woman, and more fd 
than any of my Sex^ I would* readily give you 
up my Place, to work at Tapijlrj with our dear 
Ladies. I hope this Pleâfure is enly deferredyn 
and that Namur will chufe to furrender, rather 
^an be reduced to a Heap of Rubbilh. You 
tkink of nothing but the War: Not a. Word ofi 
the Retreat, nor of your^ Health. I am too^ 

good^ 
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good tcryon» c^p&èpmgyom Silence, ki tcBiiig.r 
you, that the King is very 'well iiv ij^e^f hi^, 
Goût; and that /mm ht) Bed, towhi^C^he ha»^ 
bccn cpnfined 1^^^- tw^ve: VÀp paft, ifpj^yfa^, 
his Orders for thje fpoçdy Rpduiâian of Namm: ;.. 
that his other Af ixy^ may ,make hea4 agaiirft thc^ , 
Prince pf Orange y that Maïéch^ 4e Larges m?iy 
penetrate înto Germany\ that MonQeur^^ Ca- 
tinat may drive back the Duke of Savoy \ that 
Monfleur de NoaîUès may hînder the Spaniards 
from undertaking any Thing ; that Monfleur ^&' 
TourviUe may beat the Enemy^s Fleet, if the 
Wind favours him ; and thai the înterior Pro- 
vinces, governed as if the King was there prè- 
fent, may fuffer nothîng by the War. I muft 
take my Leave of you àfter thîs Piâure, which 
comprehcnds, I believe^ every Thing you re- 
quire» 

L E T T E R LV. 

Chantilli^ May ii^ rôçj. 

T LOVE youti^awell^ Oiy dea» NieCe, not 
to tell yoa of your Fauks. I am «ver ac- 
quainting the young Ladies lof Su Cyr with . 
theirs: And how.could I forget yot|, wbom I 
coniider as my own Oaughtec ? . \ don't know 

wJiethejF 



tinefs, t>f Mèf ^to Ifeiif» yotl that, which evcrjr 
BWy aàihffés-îfiyou. Be thatas ittnajr, %hcre 
D^J be' no béiiihg^thymj ' if you don*t humble 
a'irtdt. Thàt' Air^rf Authdrîty' yoxi affurte, • 
by ho Mcans biecomesyoU. Ob' you lookupon * 
ydùrfelf as à Përfoh Of IfhiJoi-taiice, becaùre you 
arc brought up in à Houre, that the King vifits 
evciy. Day ? The Day after hts Death, neither 
bis Succeftor, nor any of thofe, who are now fo 
fond of you,. wiîl gi^ thenifel ves any 'ï'rouble 
about you, or 5ii« ÇJfr/ ïf the.Kîng happens 
todie before you are married, you muft take up 
with a Country Gfsntleman of fmall Fortune 
and great Pride. If dUring my Life you marry a 
Lordy.he will efteem you. whèn I am gohe, in 
Proportion as you pleale him: You can only 
pleafe him by a mild Difpofition, and you hâve not 
any belongiogio yo<tr« r^o^y Gevornefar indulges 
you too mûch. I àm liot prejudiced againft you. 
I love youtoq^wéli ^.but Lcan pcicttvje ÎAyou abo^ 
minable Pride. You knpw the Gofpel by Heart, 
but ofVlÀè ^vaiï, if youcô/iduâyourfelf contrary 
té^^iis MMtmèi Cô^fidefthàt'tîs lifil$rêiy«t6'y^urf 
Auht'fc gèod Fortune, ' tiiat you*' Faifjitr is' in- 
dêbtéd for-hrs,' attd frôm ivhicH you ftîuft expeft 
ybUr'ë; and lâugh at the Rcf^ed that îs (hewn 
to you. T?ou* cant bcar that your Dearlhould 
^ tcU 



tell yod it ia on ouf Atcount* You would raife» 
yourfelf éveil above me. Don't décrive your- 
felf* I am but'Utde; yoifare nothing. I fuf« 
feicd agrcstDeal tfae other Da.;^ by your Beba- ' 
viotir ta Mstinsùe dt Caylus, I fpeak to you, as . 
if you were a grown-iit> Qjrl, becaufe you bave 
th6 Senfe of one : J wouid be vcry well fatisfied ' 
you had lefs, provided youcould get rid of that 
Prefumptioiiy which is ridiculous before Men, 
and criminal before God. I^et me Hnd you at 
my; Return modeft» mild, fh^, dçcile^ I ihall . 
love you thé better foriit. Yo\i koovr how tmiçh . 
I bateto chide you, and.what Plea&ue I.take in ^ 
givingjr^any* 

L E T T E R LVI. 

7i; Madame de *. 

• * à 

Stpumber 30, lôçj, ' 

î HE AR much of a Letter that I am to re- 
ceive from the Communîty, but fee nothing 
of it. ' It would give ,me the greateft Plcafure, 
if we ha<^nothing to do but to labour, fbr our 
Sanâtfication, and the perfeâ Ëftabltflirnent of 
dur dear Houfç, for whîch I conftantly fluâuate 
between Fear and Hope. I am fo perfuaded 
that nothing lefs than Perfeâion will anfwer, 

as 



as T hâve toM you a hundred Times over» fhat I 
oiuft own che total Ddftruâion of it trould give 
me no great Uneafineft, as^we are not oUiged 
to fupport an Efbblîfliment that forpailès oiur 
Strength* fiut ^ifere this EftablUhment to take 
awrongTurn, ît would'be the Place in thc 
World, where God • woidd be moft ollènded. 
Thefe Reflexions, my dear Sifter, cannotbut 
alarm us ; yet that is not my Intention* Yoii^ 
judgc right, when you fay, we fihaH fuftain a 
great Lofs aie Day pur Mother ^ w31 leave usr 
It ts a Lofi that can't be avoided^, and I there&re 
tremble at the Tfaoughts of - it. As for youf 
Part, you muft hâve more Courage, and take 
AdVantage of evtry Thing you fce. You will 
probably be one of the principal Ladies; of our 
Houfe, and you know there are fcarce any Pofby 
in which 'tis not necefTary to conmiand* Leam 
therefore the Method of commandlng wîtb 
Mlldn^fs and Steadinefs,, and of anfwering in a 
kyf Words, vfithoutraifing tbe Voice, .or lofing 
that Modefly and Gravity, with which our*Mo- 
ther accotnpanies ail her Words and Aâions» 
Write down whatever you,may think proper 
ta be committed to Wrking,. andtha^ you may 

r ' 

* Mother PrhUt who came from ChtiUht, to forn 
aie Noviciate of St, Cjr^ 

be 
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t>e afraid of forgettUig* You can't pray. Gpd 
too earneftly to enlighten us ail, nor llften too 
attenttvely to.his Inipka^Qn^ to be able to coin- 
p\j with «veiy Thing that may be expec^ed from 
jou. I thoug^t I çould perceive that Sadnefs 
you mentioiii Take Cours^ge* God will noC 
iorbkcjouj if you but ^ive yourfelf up entirely 
to hioi. Ceafe not tp beièech him to profper, 
cr to Qverthrow our Undertaking. Adieu» mj 
<lear Daughten 

L E T T E R LVH. 

Tû tbé Ladies of 5t. Lewis. 

FontainehleaUj Oéfober i, 1693, 

"J/rOTHING but a gênerai Peacc could 
. aSbrd me grcater Joy, than what I feel on 
feeingyou iàtisfied vrith the Lâe ypu.are about 
to embrace. God is my Witnels that I neyer 
intended to madce it painful, and that J wouM 
be heartily iviQing to alter your Conftitutions and 
RukS) contrary to my own Notions, if thofe 
^e confult thought well of it. But we muft at 
laft iix to (bmething, and hope, that as wé had 
alone in View the Glory of God, he will be 
plealêd to gi^e to our Endeavourt a Bleffing. A 
modem Author, wcll kiiown'at^/«/^^*> bas 

often 
• tAMfmtn, 



éfttti toU us, that too anxious Confîderations of 

* our own Weakncfe àrc apt to retard otflr Prb- 
grds in thie Road to Pérfe£tionT and that we 
oughc to proceed on with Faith and Confidence, 
withoiA lodcîng behind us. I^cxhort youi ttiy 

' deâr Daughters, to foHow ûAs Maxim, Let^us 
thint Bo longer of pift* TroûWcs. ' Let' us fhr- 

* gtve the Uneafinefs wc hâre gîveil cath other, 

* and let us think of" nothing but of entékîng côu- 
ragioufly upon the Tnift repofed in us. Vou 
fee what is required of you by your Conftitu* 
dons, .by y(Hir I^léi, and éveniby the Names 
of your feveral ^oiployaieats. It n^ufi be our 
Care to lay no irt^w'^Èurthén upon you ; it muft 
bc,yo|ix9 to 'i^oipplaîn no longer of the Hard- 

"^'fliips of a Life, whîch you hâve voluntarjly e(n* 

braced* Ufe eyery Endeayour tq make yQur 

Burthen light 5 But ^t the fame^ v^ erideavour 

to Mijghten thàt of your Supçrîor, by an unre-^ 

' ktv^^ Obédience* . I often ' pray that Gàd may 

'givé'yôu the Grtce bf confiderîhg ' him in the 

Perfon that is to govern your Houfe, You hâve, 

théfe Ten MoAths paÔ:, paid the exaâeft Obe- 

'' djence'to tl)é Làdy ;riamed to govern you.^ Her 



ttiat they would obéy hé: with Pleafure ail their 

Lives, 
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I h0pe yoiA* Obédience is:not iimiteri to 

an Opportûnitjr ofxxcrting it'that cannot be 

expcâed^ .and that you wUl ht equally xeadj to 

yidd it.lp one ofy^wpcwiî Cpoîiniîmty. . She 

wîll .nût J^e lis .muob .£)Cperi^m!e' as our dejir 

Mothçr* but.thiBiiX9UlwiIt;aÛ O^ayour tp pcr- 

fecm yoUï fcyçml l4^atie$ ÎA.fuf?h.a<iiasiDer:iis 

tô kave î^ Tîme ko learn l^^f pwn* We will 

labour together, -my dear Daughters > I will fa- 

criiiçe my Life, à|i4 facrj^ce it with Pleafure to 

.«urUirieitakiiig^ preyid^ed I ifeç you «^ with 

Ctsoif^gey 1 2baU (and::Coli6dence in God,. in 

inringuigiup in.hisServic^^f^little Peapletie bas 

e rooitimittai ta your Care* . J loog mightiJy to be 

. back wîth yout I mtft tisad^rly love you. 

L ET TER LVIII. 

' ' To Madaf^e'ét R .' . . . ■ " 

In the Name^ of o^r Lqrd J. C. 

l^(»ii oar Hoafè of 5/. Lmvisy 
.... .. .O^dberii^ 1693^ 

'T^HIS îs to tcach you to date } moftWonien 
data veiy ilî- • Our 'Mot|icra don^t behaye 
Sf^itii the Simplicity peçuliar to St: B'àmi de 
Mei^n Paughfefs, in thole thing» that conooHn 
tilein. Don't^ cbty Ùscm on Chefe Occafions, 
imd* throw the Fauk4ipon Hamy* h mot this m 
'» - Advice 
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Aiâvtce vH>ft\iy of a Fouhdieft ? Iliè Thought 
-bf making a^Ume Sifter Portrefs is very extra- 
vagant ' You kiiow-whofeitis; . J>dn't.anHife 
yourfelf fo much in regretting our deàr Mothers 
7<or &. JUofff ^ié^Cbai/tfi) as in benefitting by 
-wk2êt theyf'fàf^^ t^vTbàtthty ào. Yotican't 
^be'tcfùtatùéfkia bfcfeeclrfng^e Alnii^ty Co îa- 
l^ire ail tho(è who govef n jrour Houle. My Joy 
"WfU be cômpietej when I fee you goodOecono- 
mtfts $ poor in Spirit $ and fparing; in order to 
'giire^away, sts Mifesr^ ai^ in order 'to hoârdilp* 
: 'Ti» dits ^irir that i wifli my.âeaf D^ughters. 
' ' lïlte Satisfàâk>n'>|fsou td[l me the Ladies ex« 
' prefs at tbe Miti^tions I faavie granted them^ 
gives me greàt Pleafure. There*s nothing. I 
would not do to pleafe them, provided it did not 
interfère with the Order of the. Houie* I was 
ever aware, how dilàgreeable it muft be to fleep 
in the Dormitories of the young Ladies, and I 
look ùpon this Duty ta be fo great zSi Aufterity, 
that I fhould be glad there was fcarce any other 
to be praâifed in our Houfe. I am highly pleafed 
with the Refolution you hâve taken, tiever to 
confient to the repeating of zhf of* the Piaâices 
cftabliflied among us, by our Mothers. 'Tis 
lawful for you, at any Time before yoti talie 
. your Vows, to reprefent wbàt Altérations you 
think (hould be made i but that Term once ex- 
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pired» 3rou muft remain firm, and fuiFer no inno«* 
vadon» tfiough it wtrt for the botter* Trem- 
ble not at the Sight of what you hâve to go 
through : I never required any thing from you 
but Good-wiU. If your Intentions are upright, 
and aim only at the Service of God^ he bim^ 
felf will infallibly form yoii» inftruâ you in your 
Duties, and fit you for the Accomplilhment of 
his Defigns. Why do ]wtt make Apologies for 
ipe^dcing to me natuntUy. 'Tis what I alwayi 
required from every ooe of y^w, and what I sdr 
ways expeâed from you in particular. Frank- 
nefi 18 neceflàry in every Condition ; but if it 
is a Virtue in the World, 'tii a DuQr in Con« 
vents. You tell me your Mind freely concern- 
ing die religious Habit; and I am obliged to 
fou for your Déclaration of this Weakaefty fincc 
God fiill permits you to hâve it. T^iere îs no« 
thing as yet determined in regard ta Vhat Point* 
Madame de Mmtftrt would not hefitate on the 
Occafion, if ihe bdonged to your Couacil. She 
lâys, that the religious Habit humbles the Heartf 
and that Ferions who bave takea it, dare Mt af« 
terwards hold up their Heads» 
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L E T T E R LIX. 

To. Madame de Fontaines. . 

» 

yanuary I2, 1694. 
'TpHE Confidence you hâve rèpofed în me^^ 
gîves me great Plfeafure. Your Bifhop can't 
fay you hâve impofêd upon him, and certainly 
you haye not foftened your Impcrfeâions.- God 
he praifed for ail he has operated în you. Pro- 
ceed couragioufly în the Road to PerfeéHon, for 
your own Sake, and that bf the Community he 
bas committed to your Care. Be perfuaded that 
your principal Obligation confifts în edifying 
and conduâing it; and that your Praâices of 
Mortification, of Reflgnation, and Self-renun* 
ciation, ought to tend more particularly to the 
better Government of your'ChiIdren; that *tîs 
your Biifincfs to enlighten them, to open their 
Hearts^ to comfort them, to dîvert theifn, to 
prefent them ; in fine, that the Difcharge of 
thefe Duties fhould be your confiant Em- 
ployaient. SeMom trouble yourfelf about 
fuch Things as can be donc by others, that you 
may the better perform what can be done only 
by yourfelf. Study how you may procure your- 
felf Affiftance ; you will after ail hâve more to 
do than any one elfe. I am afraid of your 
. . I . Courage^ 
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Courage, of your Adlîvity, of your Cruelty fol 
yourfclfj or to cxprefs ît more properly, I 
am afraid * thefe Qualities make you enter into - 
Particulars whîch wafte your Time and yoûr 
Strength. Don't be in too much Hafté to be 
acquaînted widi the Government of the tempo- 
ral Concerns of your Houfe. Go on Step by 
Step. Your BiA • Attention (hould be to form 
your Ladies to preferve the Regularity which 
now fubfifts amongft them, and to gain their Af-' 
feâion, without purchafing it by the fmalleft 
Relaxation ; I mean, in your Ruieâ. If I give 
you good Advice, I conjure you'to make good 
Ufe of it. If my Advice is not wanting, throvir 
my Letter into the Fire; • 

L E T T Ê R LX. ' 

To the fam. 

Ver/ailles^ March I2, Ï694. 

T A M ycry wcU f^tisfied, nay dear Motber^ 
with the i^ccount you give of our tioufe. 
Our Daughtej:s muft never repine at being 
admonifhedjj chid, excîted ; the only Way pf 
jnaintaining Regularity. Wbatever Perfeâioa 
they may ^im, or arrive, at thcre will ic Jftiîl 
little Faults, and if they are not immediatcly 
taken Notice of^ thofe who commit them would 
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ùil into greater asipnfenfibly; which theSpirUcf 
the Inftitue points out. Let not therefbre our 
Daughters confider your chiding diem, as Proofs 
cf their givlng little Sàtisfââion^ but as the Con* 
iequence of their havJng; fiormed to theinfelvc^ 
Notions of a State of Perfeâion impoffible ta 
be attained. Such Thoughts would only Ibrvt 
to grieve.and diiheartcn them. We don't want 
to lay any new Burthen upoo them $ but ^tis 
their Defire, as much as ours, to fee that RegU'f 
larity eftaUifhed^ which conllfis in punâual 
Obedi^ce.to the Ruies, For this Purpofe no 
Rdaxatioa isto be winked at. 

The Curate of Virfailks told me, at lêtting 
out for Forges^ that he woidd not be back time 
enoug^ to preach before you on Su Caniiâd% 
Dzy. 1 couldwiifa, if it was agreeable toyour 
Bifhop» that you did not make. it a Ruie, or a 
Cuftom, to hâve SermonS) at adl Events, on cer* 
tain Days. Yoi^ would thereby avoid an Incon- 
veniency that moft Convents labour under of 
having Sermons oliten, which they would do 
better without. I would be' ^ad to hâve Preach^ 
ers t^e could dépend upon» Mèn approved by 
ybur Bifliop; I would watch the Conveniency 
of fuch, and hear them on a woïkingDay, if they 
cduldtiot preach on a Holy Day. I would pre- 
fier the Eve of the FeftivaJ^ to be the better in- 

ftruâed 



ftruâed and preparcd to celebrate it. But I 
would be better pleafed that my dear Daughters^ 
fhould hear no Sermon on Eaftir-Sunday^ than 
that they fhould be oUîged to liften to ail the 
yoirog Cordelîen, that would corne to make a 
Trial of their Skill before them. Add to thit 
the Trouble of inviting them, of thanking them, 
and what is fiill M^orfe, the Danger of their 
Doârine not being in every refpeâ what it 
ought to be, at a Seafon like thls, zni a Sea* 
îoiï whicK will laft as long as. the World, in 
which we walk in tbe midft pf Précipices. I 
believe the Bi(hop 6î Chartres will not find Fault 
with what I fay ; and if he ihould, you know, 
whether I am willing to fubmit, and defire that 
you fliould do fo likewife. I muft own it gives 
me Coneem to fce Girls leave us, who difcover 
a Vocation to our Eftabli&ment, and a great' 
deal of Piety, and Sweetnefs of Tempcr. Such 
Perfons are of great Service in a Houfc. I be- 
lieve you will hâve Vellainej Jaucour^ and Van^- 
dam : They bave a great Stock of good Senfe : 
However ail mluft not be Head in the Body ; 
there muft be Feet and Arms \ but they muft 
be found Members. 

Rcjoice to fee yourfclf lovcd, efteemed, re- 
fpeâed, for the Sake of God, and renounce 
Self-lovC) which would make you conilder thefe 
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Sentttnsnts as terminating in yourfdf*; Wben I 
fee our dear Daugliters aâ thro' a Spirit of 
Faith, I çonceive great Hopes of. their eilablifli-» 
ing themfelves upon a folid Foundation. Good* 
)vlll is oftener wanting than Power. I am, corne 
nearer. to you with great Pleafure, ^ough I can- 
lîot bear the Sight of that Mifcry Pbelicvel 
fhall meet with, as the Price of Corn» we aro 
told, dàily increafes. 

L E T T E R LXI. 

To the famé* 

1695. 

TX/ E hftvc One fick hère, whofeLife is ufeful 
to the Publick. 'Tis MonGeur de Lux»- 
gmhourg. Pray for him, I befèech you, Côn- 
duâ my Sifter Prevot irt fuch a manner, that flie 
may lofe nothing of her forriler Humility and 
Simplicity. I imagine it won't be pi'oper to fay 
much to her of what has happened. My Sîfter 
Mary Cên/iance knows more of it than me. 
Don't make yourfelf too cheap : Remember 
your Charaâer of Mother, of eldeft Sifter, of 
Nun. Under Pretence of forming our Girls, 
inake not Rhetoricians of them. Do not infpire 
them with a Tafte for ConverfatiQn. They 
ivould grow weary of their Lives wbcn confined 

to 
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b their own Familles. Let them love Silence. • 
h becomes our Sex. Don't fix your Heart up- 
on any thing. I would net affiiâ you, by in- 
fonning you that we muft foon lofe that bc- 
loved Miftrefs. However, I would excite you to 
lofe no Time in making yourfelf perfeâ, by - 
tdling you, that you are not to poilcis her long. 
Affift. me in thîs Peq>lexity, by not weeping 
for her before her Departure, and by applying ' 
yourfelf more dilîgently than ever to profit by 
her Inftruâion and her Example. 

The more regular your Community is, thc 
0K>re it ftands in.need of innocent Plemfures, to 
return to its Duties with new Courage. Oh 1 
tbat I could but let ail religious Women lêe the 
Bottom of my Heart, and the real Nature of 
iny Condition ! They would then fee the Happi- 
nefi of their Vocation. The World is a Lyar. 
It promifes us Pleafure, and gtves nothtng but 
Pain. And I know better than any one elfe, 
tbat thîs Pain is in Proportion to cvery one's 
Rank and Fortune, and that the greateft are the 
rooft unhappy. 

I bave made fome Reflexions on the New 
Year's Gifts, which Bernard intends to make 
you* I am afraid of having bcen too fevere 
upon that Head. I never gained a Suit : I was 
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always caft» But methitdcs tfae Extmfic of 
Cbaillât woul4 be better for you tfaao mine. 

r knew a Lady» who iume4 her felf by buj^ 
ing every thing Stxe could get a Bargatn of* 'Tis 
my Cafe in regard to glving Charity, and I caa 
never deny moderate Requefts. Give your Phi* 
Jofopher thtrefore Fire L^isj and be mno Pain 
to make the like Propofals, as often as Provi« 
Aence furniflies you with an Occaûon^ 

L E T T E R LXIL 

. To tbe fam» 

T HAVE' fent you pltnty of Sugar-plltmt. 

'Tis to comfort my Childrcn for the Lofe of 
thelr Mother ♦. 

The King is vcry well fatisfîed wîth the Vî-» 
fit he made you Yefterday. He is a Httle in- 
difpofedTo-day with the Phyfick he took, which 
flill opérâtes upon him : I hope it will do bim 
the more good. I am of your Opinion, my 
dear Daugbter, that a King is a great Preacher, 
and a very perfuafive one. He gave you \txf 
good Maxims : To give one^s Opinion^ and tben 
fubmty to uphoid Régulations made contrary to one*s 
Aduicey toforfake every thing in order never tofor^- 

f Madsaae Priolo^ ^ 
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ftke fbijâMg LûSis^ This is what I remem- 
ber; but I reckon diftt MiAwxit di Bouju has 
Bot loft a SyilaUc of il. I wai noi feriy I couM 
not take mj Leave of oiir ckar Daugliterd* I 
ihottld not havc been ablte to liave conlained 
mjfclf. May every eoc of you comiiiiie yoitf 
Progrefr in tht Road of Perfeâion, to nÂidt 
I know you ail afpirt I Mfly.all together ferm 
one holy Conumniity I May they live likc An« 
gds ! May they tliink of nothing fo mucfa ai 
dying to themfelvea! May they be humbl^ 
filent» xealous for the Suocefi oF dicir Eftabllfh- 
Bient! May tfaey love to mortiiy theaifelvet, 
and may their Study be to afford themfelTea in* 
Bocent Amufementr May they becomc fimple ! 
May thcir Récréations be cheerful. May they 
avoid pardcular Connexions, which are the 
Source of ail maaner of Tjioublesf^ May tfaey 
love their Supeciorsi who love them fo teiideriy t 
But, after having wiihed them fomany Btei^ 
fings, I befeech them to aik of God for ne^ 
tbe Grâces they think 1 fland in need of t and 
of which they can form a much better J^g* 
ment than myfelf. It is not eaougb lo t xhoit 
our Daughters to Perfeâion, we oug^tf to lay 
before them fuitable Examples. Hej« ia ono 
which I hâve found in an Âuthor, whom they 
neither &ifpe& not diUike* 
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' " Êxtra^ ôf a Letterfrom Cambray. 

<c rm^o condude, Madam, you havc a great 
î* Community of Nuns to govcrh, and *tîs 

f your Intdbeft to hâve before you Models of 
SS Perfeâîoti.^ 1 fliâll therefore givc onc, for 
f*, ]diat itgidar Difcîpline, which I propofe to 
îf you» : *Tis ian immémorial Guftoinof cvery 
^'.Niin belonging to the noWe Abbeys of this 
<^ Cpuntry, to fpend in each Year a Month in 
*' her Family, and to vifit her Relations. 'Tis 
1« ^n iûdifpcnfabk Mark of Rcfpeâ. When I 
f* arriv;c. àt a Convcnt, the Abbefs cornes out 
•':*eveii. into the Street to receivc me: AU 
f'. étrangers are received in Parlours, without 
^' the Houfe, that bave neither Grates nor 
^< Cloifter. 'As to me, I am, on my Arrivai, 
** «conduâed, with ail my Company, to the 
}^ Ghurch,' the Choira the Donhîtdry, and at 
*f Jdft to the Refeâory *. The Âbbçfs then 
f* prefents nie wrth k'Glafs; Wedrinktoge- 
M ther, to each othér's Health. The rèft of the 
*•, Nuns attàck me likewife : My Vlcar gênerai 
f^ and my Glergy come to my Affiftance» Ail 
**. thIs pafles wîth a Sîmpïicîty* which would dc- 
*« light you.- In Spxtè of this coarfe Freedom, 

* Place wheic they eat m Religious Honfès. 
'. .,. , . i; « thefe 
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•* thcfe gpod Nuns lîye în the moft amîaWe In- 
•* nocence^ Thcy feldom reccive any Vifît» 
•• but from their Relations. Theîr Parleurs 
** arc mcrc Deferts, the World quite unknown 
^^ to them ; and there rjcigns among them a 
** moft «dîfying Ruflicity. They are hertc ad 
^^ great Strangers to Refinetnents in Ptety, asin- 
♦* other Matters. Their Virtue îs coarfe, like. 
<< their Entcrior, but the Soil, which produces 
*^ ît, is excellent. With this Fletnmijb Medio- - 
** crîty, People are neither fo good nor fo bad 
*• as în France. Neither Vice nor Virtùe are 
^< pufhed to fuch Lengths : But the generality 
*^ of the religious Men and. Women are more 
** upright, and mare innoceçt.*? ; 

* You may well îmagîhé, my dear Mother, 
after reading this Letter, that I wifli greatly 
you refemUed the Pàttern there propofed s and 
that my Joy vould be at its Height, could I but 
lêe you drink'with my Lord Bi(hpp of Chartres^ 
and Sifter Vitihant attack his Vicar gênerai. You 
muft think I hâve a great deal of Leifure to 
Write you fo long a Letter ; but when St, Cyr 
is the Subjeâ^ 'tis always Sunday wîth me; The 
King is difcourfing wltha Hçro, Maréchal Bouf- 
fiersy who is inconfolable for the Lofs oiNûmur^ 
AdieUf ïci^ dear Daughter. 

i ' ' LETTER 



L E T T E R LXin^^ 

Tû Maà^m de la Lande *• 

V OU are now9 my dear Child, in jtm cmn- 
^ HcNife. I pray God ta Ueft it s and I 
nake no Doubt bul he wtll* Avoid tbe World* 
Lire rttired. Study to pleafe yoiur Huiband; 
endeavour after plcaling noue but htm f. hsk 
jour chidF PIcafure be to vifit St. Cyr and me« 
Love Work. We are ail boro to it, and not a 
fmgle Moment of our Lives i9 pioperljr our 
own. Pray for me. Your Heart ia pmie ; youf 
Players will be heaxd. You know better diaii 
any one eliè my Imperfeâîons and Faîlings* I - 
can*t go to youy nor can you corne to me ; i^id 
yei you havc a Mind to ièe me» and I an& wfl* 
li^g you fliouldt I therefore ftnd you nqrChaia» 
ber t* I fcnow it once uAd to amuie you* 

* A young Lady edacated at St. Qr» aad a greal 

FâTOnrite of Madame di Mainttn9t^t. 
f Madame A L^gde was exceffifély haadfe«e> 
t A Faa» on wUch Madame 4Sr JUif mnMe^t Apart* 

ment is veiy natnraUy reprefented. The KÎDg ap- 

Sars emplo)ed at his Dw : Madame de Mmmtinem 
nnîng. The Datchefs of Bmrpaidf at play : Made* 
xDoifelle JtÂMH^^ Nièce le Madame éê hUimmmv 
at bar Coljadon, 

L E T T E R 
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LETT ER, LXf^r, 

Ta tbe famé» . 

T AM oveijoyedy mj dear ChiM, to hear of 
your bein^ fafely delivercd^ .and of a Boy^ 
I told you that we were apt to reprefent to our* 
fèlvesllls, greater than they are; and that on 
thîs Occafion a Wooian's Tcnderncfs for hcr 
Child leflèns them by om half> wbilft her Love 
to her Hufband givcs her Strength to bear the 
ctber. Thank God for bis Favours. A good 
Hufband^ a Son, Hiealtb \ what other Bleffings 
can you wifh for? No one can bave your WtU 
fare at Heait more than myfelf. You will al- 
ways deferve mj Friendfhip, and you ihall al* 
ways bave it» Take Care of yourfcif. 'Tis 
one of our Duties tp mind our Health. What-* 
ever People may fay» don*t make yourielf un* 
eafy *• You may dépend upon me. It ihall 
appear that you are the Favourite of a Fa« 
vourite. 

* Jkboiit the Place- of Sab-goremefs to the Chil. 
dien of Frandt wbicb Madane 4$ Mahinm had 
psomifedy and aftcrward» frocurcd her. ^ 
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L E T T E R LXV.^ 

To Madame de Glapion *. 

^ Oéfober 14, léggv 
+ AM fatîsficd that you Uiould love «le; 
but yoa are not be fad in my Âb(ence. 
If I require Checffiilnefs in -Sicknefs, judge, 
my dear Daughter, if I would excufe De- 
jeâion in Fricndfhîp, Purfue witb Jpy the 
Defign you acquaint nie with. I praâife my- 
felf the Advice I gîve you ; and I am czfy in my 
Mind, in Spite of my Mortification at being at 
to great* a Diftançe from thcPlafcè xn thé World, 
whcrc I cnjoy myfelf iboft. But thîs difîgree- 
able Thought oftèn returns ; my Exile will laft 
a long time. In my Place tliere are a Thoufknd 
Reafons to wifli for Death. but Death is never 
the nearer. The King and the Dutchefs of Bur^ 
gundy are conftantïy. in my Chamber. I muift 
get up at Five to hâve Time to write to you. I 
am very forry for my Sifter de Radoua/s Illnefs. 
Su p4riers is oftetn indifpofed. Thefc are what 
we call good Conftitutiôns \ Adieu, my d«ar 
Glapion. Aflure ail your Siftei^, from Madame 
du Pérou down to Madcmoifelle de la Balliere^ 

• A Lady of St. LrwU^ 

\ that 



(m)' 

that they hâve each a Place in my Heart ; and 
figure it. at the Hours of Récréation wicfa thi$ 
long Letten 

L E T T E R LXVI. 

To a Lady of St. Lewis. 

T Could very well perceive the Diflike you hâve 
taken to your ConfeiTors, You think them 
tinpoliflied. You want bright Geniufes, Peo- 
ple of a more délicate Way of Thinking* 
You'd fain go to Heaven by a Road firewed 
ivith Flowers. But, tny dear Daughter, you 
are a Chriftian, and a Nun, and thefe two 
Words include a great many Ducies. I may 
chufe a Confeflbr if I pleafe ; yeC I make ufe 
of your's. It would be an eafy Matter for me ta 
hear the beft Preachers, and yet I prefer this 
Man's Simplicity. Make a Sacrifice of thefe 
AiTertions : You will, by doing it, merit more 
tfaah by thefe Mortifications you don't afk for» 
and which it gives you fo much Pain not to afk* 
Adieu, my dear Daughter. I feel no Comphint 
except a Weaknefs, by which my Underftand- 
îng muft foon fufFer. - Every thing is failing iit 
me» I am a going; butmy SenftbiKty for you 
and for St. Cjt commues as lively as ever. 

L E TTE R 
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L E T T E R LXVII. 

TV a Lady ef St. Lewis. 

St. CyTj Marcb 31, 1 700. 
^^ O Nun of St^ Marf^ would appear fo cor- 
dial and affèâîonate as I fliouid, were I 
fo tell you ail xny Sentiments fer the Infinnary» 
and the good Sifièr tfaac prefides there, God 
fiiews you himfelf what hc expeâs from you, 
the Praâxce of Charity, Retirement, tfie Mor- 
tification of not being able to celd)rate widi us 
kis Death and hts Refurreâion. I ipoke tfaîs 
Morning to the Houfe afièmbted in Gbapter, an«t 
afto Dinjier to the Sifters in particular. I am 
going to Atarliy and this is not aâing with die 
gieiteft Regularity. YourUprightRefs will en- 
able you to ooite the two ThingB, whicfa yoa 
aow thinlc incompatible. Nothiog but nwking 
Diftindions can affllâ Women in a Couvent» 
becaufe it humbles them» As lo your Peevtfli-< 
nefs, my dear Daughter, it is but ineoniider« 
able, fince no one can perceive.it* But jfm^ 
yourfelf felt it, and it fliould be a Motive ex*^ 
tradrdtnary fox your continuing a ûà& Watch- 
Qver yourfelf. En^ploy yourfelf chearfuUy an; 
the Glory of God. You owe. hin^ si greafi dcat^ 
and I hope you w31 pay bim well. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R LXVHL 

Tû a Làây of St. Lewis* 

^^On't lofe the Fruit of yotir good Difcoarfes, 
'^ hj acquainting others with your Uneafi- 
nefs. Hide tt carefully. Do wha^s better ftill, 
banifli h enttrely^ Ail the Good you mention, 
muft be done by the Superiors* Love tbem tbere* 
fore, and make thofiç* under you TtSçeBa them* 
Corne out of your Retreat, full of Courage» full 
of Strength, fuU of Zeal. Leave to Chiidren 
ifaeTboughtS'of Chiidren; and haften toyour 
Affiflance in eftabliflrîng a Hqufe whtch ougbc 
to ikndify the Worid. Don't think yourfelf 
baifli to the Sick : You are miM and charitablew 
But you would fain brbg them to Reafon $ and 
'tis requiring too much» The Defire of being 
approved <rf, is natural ; but ftrive to love wbat 
is good, becaufe it is fo ; and to offèr ail to God. 
Self-love wiH always find Opportunities enough. 
to infinuate itfelf every where. 

Whence this Averfion to the Catechifm i 
Don't it contâin the whole Subftance of Re- 
ligion î You riiink it rtdtculous that the Mafter 
fhould aflt QuefKons like a Scholar, and the 
Scbolar anfurer like a Mafter. You would hâve 
tbe Queffioa put by the Child^ and that after 

leceiviÂf^ 
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receîvîng an Anfwer, he fhould reafon a little* 
and fo advance by hia- Curiomy fFom'<>nething 
to another. ; Yoû ma)r be ip tjie ri^t, but we 
muft follow Cuftom. Expérience proves, that 
theMethod you condemn tsfliortand eafy. Yovt 
again find Fau}t with this Catechifm^ becaufé it 
does not fpeak ili, a fuitaWe manner of our holy 
Myfteries j buthowîcan M?n fp^alc of what he 
cao't comprehertl, 'Tis împoffible bc^fliould. 
not ftammer, and cdmmunicate thç Meannefs 
of his Underftanding to fuch fublimé Subjeâs, 1 
like you for percciving it; but we muft not 
quarrel with reccivcd Expreffions, The.<Jate* 
chifm is not to blâme for it *Tis owing4p Ihe 
Greatnefsof the* Myfteries; Ali thefe jNotîon;il 
are the Rcmains of Vanity. : You wouldnot 
hâve things that are common to ail the World : 
Your Mind is elevatèd^ and you would hâve 
things that werç equally fo. Uuprofitable Am-; 
bition ! The moft learned Divine can*t fpeajc to 
you of the Trinity otherwife tban the Çatechirm- 
does. Your Diflike to teach Children common^ 
Truths in an oncommon mani>er, or fubUme 
Truths in an bumUe one^ is another Mattcrofi 
Sacrifice. Make ufe of your good Senfe» not 
to multiply your Averiionsj but tp jovencome. 
them, to hide them in the mca» tinje^ and 
to make you rcliih the Duties of your Condi- 

tîon.. 



( "5- ) 
tlon. I Ihould not hâve been (o fevtre asyour 
Confeflbr in regard to Muûck ; but probably he 
has his Reafons. What Book is thaï you would 
be glad to iead« 

Don't make yourfelf uneafy on Account of 
your little Fervon . If God required Aufterities 
from you, he would not baye placed you in a 
Hou/è where there are none but thofe infepera-: 
ble &om an aâive Life. The Violences you do 
your natural Diff^fition for particular Connexi* 
ons, îs more acceptable thsui any corporal Aufte-» 
lîties. I don't fpare you, but I dépend fo much 
on your Candour, that I don*t look out for Fail- 
iflgs in you, You hâve none but what you.' 
accufe yourfelf of. Eighteen^Hundred Cami/ards 
bave been defeated. I fhatl aik a Proceffion of« 
our Mother ta thank God for this Succefs, how- 
ever difagreeable it may be to rejoice at the 
Death of thofe Rebels, who» after ail, . were 
Frcncbmin» 

L E T T E R LXIX. 

» 

^0 Mademoifelle d'Ofmond. 

VerfailleSj February 28, r7or. 
T Â M greatly rejoiced at your Eftablifhment, 
Madam, and I hope your Sifter will lofe no- 
tfaing by giving you up evcry thing flic had» You 

aro 
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9Xt going to many a very wortliy Gentleman. 
Me prefers yoar Virtue to die great Fortune he 
Hfitght hâve wîtfa anémier ; ancl jon prtkt 
hia Virtue to the Fortune he intemh ta 
fliare with yOu. Wifh fudi Sentiments Mar- 
râge cânnot but bje bappy. • God will biefs a 
Pair wbo are united by Piety. I fhall nèver ceafe 
to love you, and to think of the Love you hâve 
fer me. I bave not, a& you imagine, takcn 
your Sifter with a View oF keeping her con- 
flantly with me, She is going to retum to^/. 
Cy-y where, on Account of her Capacity^ the 
bas been made Head of a Clafs. I &aH take 
ber Home to me, from tîme to time, tbat, bf 
way of Relaxation, after aâing fe ferious^ a 
CharaAer» She is in great Favour with the 
Dtttchefs of Burgundjf $ and I bave myfelf been 
very well pleafed with her, tbis kft Voyage. 
Adieu. Be the Pattem of your Province. Let 
it appear that you bave been brought up at Su 
Çyn I ihall love you ail my Life. 

L E T T E R LXX. 

To Madame du Peron. 

Fàruary 24* lyor, 
T T always appeared to me, ^hat you were de« 
firous I fhould write to you upon any thing 
\ tfaought migfat concern your Houië ; and as 
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liidi I eonfider diofe fiae Tragcdies, whidi I got 
compoficd for you» and which may heicafter be 
imicated. My Incencîoii was to avoid the bad 
GNnpofidoiif of Nuns» fuch as I bad icen at 
NoiJL I thottght it was proper chat Childrea 
IhotiUbaTefemeDiverfioniiand Ipropofed at the 
(âme time tfaat I amufed rniney to fill their Minds 
wtth beautiful Objcâs, inlpire diem with grand 
Idcas of Rdiglon, excite dxeir Heam to the Love 
of Vhtvit^ adom and improve their Memories^ 
fbnn tbdr Pronunciationy and put a Stop to their 
privale ConTerlàtioni ; thofe efpecially of the 
growiMip Girls, who from the Age of Fifteen 
1D Tiventy, are apt lo find the Time heavy at 
8t. Qr, becaufe they don*t know how People 
fpend it in the World. Thefenue my Reafons 
for cootinuing fuch Entertainments in your 
Houle» as long as your Superiors think fit to al«» 
low them. But let them be confuied to your 
Houle* Upon no Présence whatibever fuffer them 
to be ^ven at the Grate. It will always be dan- 
g^ous to expofe before Mcn, Giris wdl Bode» 
and who with the Charms of dieir Pehbas unité 
the Talent of enterîng into the Spiric of their 
loreral Charaâera, and of maksng fiiitable Im^ 
prefiooa upon the Speâators. Don't thereftirt 
permit any Man to beprefent at tbefe Reprefen* 
tations, aeithcr poor nor ncb» yoiing or oM, 

Pricft 



( "8 ) 

Prieft or Layman, no, not cvcn a Saint, îf therc's 
a Saint upon Earth. I am not -without fome Un- 
eafinefs for what wc dîd Yeftcrdây *• You know 
how we came to engage in it i but I befeech 
you it may be the laft tiniè* 

L E T T' E R LXXL 

To Madame de Glapion. 

t Mmdaj^ March 3, X 703. 

VIT £ want a great deal of being faithfûl to ail 
our Refolutions. -Tis Weaknets makes 
us fall, and Fervor that recovcrs us. We fpend 
our Lives in aiming at Good, and doing £vi!» 
Hoivever barren our Refolutions may turn out, 
'tis a grcat Blefling to hâve formed them ; we 
always keep to fome of them. Your Heart is 
Tnade for God, my dear Daughter; and the 
more I know you, the more Hopes I hâve that 
you wîll gîve it entirely to him. I moft ardently 
defirc your Salvation, yet I would not contribute 
to it b^ Falfehoods. To others I tell the Truth 
to fatisfy my Duty, to you to fatisfy my Inclina- 
tion. You liften to me. You improve. Your 
Difcourfe îs inftruftive, your Bchavîour edify- 
ing. How many Reafons tben hâve I then to 
love you ? You'will be the Jôy and Comfort of 

. * jBefore l/l.d'jiubignj, then Biihop of l^iy^n. 

your 



T 



( "9 ) 
your Supcriors, and the Support- of your InftI* 
tute. Vou will Uxome a Saiat, and will lànâif/ 
others* 

V ^ «^ • 

L E T T E R LXXir. 

To Madame de Beaulieu. 

1703.' 
EIE firft.Miftrefs ,of a Clafs pught to figure 
ic a' little at the Hours of Récréation» and 
to .be elle Peribn to give an Account of mo 
Xf} odiers. But l' can fay oothing to dîyert you. 
My Heart is ready tp burft, on account of our 
Princeis's * Affliâion» fmce the Duke of Stroarf 
declared War againft the King. 

Oh ! my dear Daughters, how happy are you 
to havc quitted the World ! It promifes Joy, and 
gives none. Yefterday the King of England 
played in my Room at every kind of Game with 
the Dutchefs of Burgundy^ and her Ladies. Our 
King and the Queen of England looked on. 
•Twas nothing but Dancing and Tranfports of 
PJeafiire ; . the whole .Company werc doing 
ihcmfelyçs Violence tohide that Grief which 
pierçed them to the Heart. The World moft 
certaiuly is a Cheat ; and you can't too much ac- 
knowledge God's Goôdnefs in taking you out of 

it- 

* Daughter to the Duke of. Savoy, and married 

10 the Dutc of Burgundyt the Dauphin's eldeft Son» 

L E T T E R 



rd ?^ Jl^dies efSi tèwîs. ' '•' ^' ' 

f Hope yoût oim Ej^erieiKfe #îlF givc ycfé^ 
•Dirguft (cfihtw Wfltîngs, ahd convîncc you 
Ait we ougUt ta dfew ouf InRniaiiôÉâ mrfi; 
and be excitted to, thc ^Prafficè of Virtuel^ 
thofe who lULV« aliii&^s beéil Ae Pouhdkèoà 6P 
Religion. There are a^aufôiifd edif^tngThtilgi^ 
which we itiay tniStk ûtè<df HMi the PUMtiffion 
ef thoTe yAlô co^^^ÎÉrî IHsSt a!l ihis ou^t to 
be for a rime only; ^ You ktiôw wîth wte» Iit- 
tention I took'upon me toihaice ytm ackjuainted 
with the Bifllop o^Ûamt^é^^^ antf%îs Worksi 
He was a Man of gr&t Réputation, smè t iSélk 
him for a Saint. 1 neféfr had any thiiig' that vhs 
good, Which I was not 8efiroùi' of Ihâritïg^mëi 
you : 'Twàs wîth this Vîew'ï filKa yàér ffottfe 
wUh his Works. You* know ifAiàt Mfibhiéf 
they did thcre. Judge liy this lEveià trtth-^dtfcat 
Difcretion Zeal is tô betemperecï.' fù^ôfth» 
great Ncceffity thereis for fcrîouà BâîberktiiS^^ 
when any thing fieW irt Opinion orWiÔicf 1S{ W 
bc confidcred; '-^'^■^ '•^».. 



•■'\ . . \ •*:, 



• MoBfiear FemhiHm 8he km ttctil» ftghi^ttiL- 
Cual Performances. 

bad 



( «» ) 

I had heard a greàt deal of Janfimfm front m3r' 
Youth» «od was no Stràngôr to itB Maxîms ; and 
G«d gave oie ^he Girafe of haliiig ail Party Af« 
fûn. But I had oot the leaft Notion of S^uie^ 
tifinf and (o gave intp thé Sentiments of Mon*-- 
fieur Je Camhray without fiseiHg the Danger o{ 
them. I began to fufpeârhim asfoo^asjlÊiw tHat 
hii Brediren^and his beftPtiiéo^cootradiâcd Jiim^; 
and the Inftruâiom I fougbt fW^ me foon per->. 
ceive the Blufion» from whîch it bas pleafed God- 
to preferve me. While we were waitiog for the 
Decifions of Rome, where the AfFair was car- 
ried, I often found myfelf perplexed between^ 
the Zeal that urged me to fpeak againft that. 
Doârine. and the Friendfliip that invited me 
to fpeak for Moniteur de Càmbray. I con- 
fultdl Monileur J^i^,. Geaeral of th« Miffion, 
your Superior, and a man véry worthy of my 
Efieenv His Anfwer was, that we ihould^ cry 
out not CHiIy againft the Neflorians^ but likewife 
^^¥Stt'Neft9riui^ becaufe it was difficult to make 
People hâte the Herefy wbîle we mafde tbcm love* 
the Broaçher of it. Rme toDdsmiied Movït' 
GeuT de CatrAm/s Doctrine; ànà he fubmitted. * 
I then found myfelf tn another Difficulty. • 
Could 1 diink ^is Submiffion fincere tUI I faw 
thePxehne, Itke Su Pault prèach up the Faith* 
he had oppofed, This Difpofition of my 

Vol;U G' ;^ Hcart 



•* 



Rufe.bifitï'iiwh-IjtUgitd «f^dwSnentty of Mm* 
fievr 4i (ir^Mw)fs.Snifm^09y «w thc ûbw dt&t 
StbAcv^Pft'c^M.trfinUar.&fts- Fromtbat 

fqipMtivsfa. iMoftftintlyeftjm)r:©uari,i*ut 
1^ Di(cratilon).|e fteTcM otA- ÇaDghten; fn» 
N<9«^4.,' EndDayow t» mfpire t))ptn;i*j^S 

lïMlie-dKm-praâiflrit. . n*ij th» Rond te Pntx 
and «ecàrkjr. I wUl' %fi t}idii Triid&>.wî&,-my 
Bdo<5 whetiCTcr ymi reqûirè it.' . 

\ L E;T T È R LXXiVl. ^^ 

' ' ' ■ " ... " Jig^iQ^X^^-.' 

*' ' mr *a!F. Pft^tç^ couli 1 1^ jwi iil t 
mtion. , I bcg 79)1 fini^ pardon 

iVadjourFidclii^^ t<»6llév^t£2 
* Sfa'lcft £'■ Q*- » lv«oae s Ct^acNi Nnf). 



diitai^ailf&i^ die 9iÂ!ttër *]|«i MbCè^ W^AOti 
isilirocrvéred in 4t «ft»1i< Ptaëe àlkl jby; a) Odi 
Fftrdttdarvfiidb v^thgSupèriort in'foUtMfiifi'^ 

#il^/fâv V€Ai may ^fi I fl^ net.fi)f^^lâ 

lu otiiér««^^I wîih gi«àt]yil^là>idj rtap^ny -Ad»^ 
«aatage £rom'^âie pnidearQotrâninenr'dF'^fMi 
hciy Hbufefv.€Ïtah1iftrd ^ Saints» ^Iiiftaiâ tnc 
therefore^ my dcar Dpiightei^. Obtini foo^ldî 
tbe Players of Sifters^ for ail our Inftitute, and 
for me in F^cij|ar« <lC^iti!|ùe f) l^è Sf.Cyri 
and pmy ^ its Per£B<%on. , Your leaving it has 
beân takisf fijr aie LaâiL t^ir iniftt^Yr^^ 
woiii^wilhs if you could any longer be afieâeit 





luM yôi» Y owl^ MaU I t^'adj^iitû^j ^ow In- 
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cooipréhenfible is 6od ia bia Defigns» tày dear 
Daughter ! ^d liow good hé ia to fweeten oui» 
Croflès in the inapner he doés ! * ^ 

.,.1^ Jgl T T È R;%XXV. 

. . To the iW5^r»nWb»^ d'Havrincour. 

yrOU hav^navTjmj^dcwi^aughtjçrj^t^ç^jl^m^^^ 
Hùfb^ftd.f Bçip"odi^^-,^o!^,,Çqç^p^^]^cç^(^ 

Oifliries,^ boli.lieYeic Ict.bî«?vhav^ ^7ll?4y^ffl? 
feftfBa-i KlïiS/^îs jeralousa feenofbo^Jjf.-^lfjhe 
haiià Mto4 yo» ftç«il4;appeiar iq,.the^fiaf 
WmW*?appçar th?fÇ;i.JbuJ alifra^s ^jjiji ^l^fl^ffr 
dcratiôn which Vîrtuc requîrés. noîiinU' 

Womah of a To\irîj^^,and ..do^^Jt. Ney^ be 
w]tteMtSW<Kèvcfi ?^- Çbarft^îti'* iç/yy^r':^^-' 
jP^nrif^sYcM vSfe ,So^,ÏQpçg ,t^ j^u^ch ;i)Ç>^^ 
W^ Sâ*ôfl^ ftB^^?)çq3Fpaf^bc Wif/i€6^çjf^^ 




Love 



V 



G Ï2t5 ) 

. Xoye the Prefence of . your Hulband, love 
his Çompaity. ^; Nçvçr malce ^ Myfte/y or any 
thing to himr Let evén Vour rrayêrs be lofiger 
or flwrter, according to his-^Tâfte. iTfeis Ûiih- 
plaifance is^tièl^ a Pràyer» ,^ 

To dbey Kim is thc fifft Duty ôf dïe Marriage 
State* !LTa:briQ^upvyoar^ÇM14re;), tbe %ond. 
Take Care of tbem before they are bof n» and 
doii^f expbfe their Health and their Salvation bjr 
àhy WiT^reùom. ' Omit nothing tomake the^i 
éboâ éMtifliians^. Render (fo tt>em the Ed^isation 
ypiî/lïàve Veccived yourfidt * Prcpiarc fwiMàf 
à^^ thé Mtlneaffiidr they wtA\ pre yott^^ïb^ft 
âki^^wHl bb woïihy of yon^; btltf< nev«r fiii^ 
ydiufkf in tbehr Favovr; ' The Wbi4cl it ib dkn^ 
gerous î-^It^mày be thkfB ^ to a Bail; theDâj^ 
oh which you will be ^eceiriiig thQ *«mciiie 

; C^ëfuHf avoid Etct& at Flzy. 'Yotr i«ave 
feen tiiç :'Mi$fortu'ne8 -mth whidi^^ a PâffiMi 
for Blay is generally attenëed. - - '' 

Love Wprit^ Solitude; zad^ûtàft Refleétioni 
ilûlt'feiye t6 ift^e us ktk)# èurftavè», and <<or* 
îea oixr'j^aiiings; 'No fljâightihe«; Bé lléddy 
âiidmîïâ iiiyourdodieffiât À^ré^lî^er ^Imo 
^^iculous Éxcdlès of' ûic Fiàfliidi^. Decéncy 
tcqiiireé^yoaihouldfelloirâiemv ind Modeily re* 
qulres you (hould foltow them kt W Di fbuice. Let 
flic oever heà^ it laid, my dear iPOfimnd, that you 

G 3 make 



make a great Figure. Some People iKtnk 'tiâ aa 
£ncoroium) but tieverini^e à Trial of ^* 

You hâve been educated jn, the pureft Docr 

trine. Yqu ùndcrSand yoiir'kcligioii vcry wdk 

. You^f^rf eyen,wou^.7; iVbhor Novelties in Opi* 

fljonr, Mivprc.^ajs^çf; t^fli |. ,çir,,ii£.Hrc[U ^j. kt 

itbcii»ith4liç'ggeflelt,%fef,YP- '>■'-[ -m;; ^"^^ 
^ ftiaH «at j{ïfi^vaf,tbc I?utwii,9|^a gopd 

étions jt;o tbe King fi^^çr^tQ &U .^ thsif;EK)|i6e and 

^yi ^ofe p^ÇH|fïfo'Wèn<*ji^'P9iJ«^.PflGiatî* 

.^çet5!geifrj^nif ..^^glç; # :prjj^tvt«)t^:gr(^rfe^ 

!, - rteK^nÇs £ng? ^W iDaugMeTic hpj^ £0#4 ÇMi 

^dî ^areryouKSalï^ooî.^éf ^jrn .'jîM./r^^i 
•" The onginaî of thefe Ru^cs of ÇondaÛ w ui the 

X>hinment ot hçr Foijîunç, and ilve irouriïlupe; Çonoi- 
.liè«3«P'fiWTàrBrlQr/tho?^ti^èfy^iA^ ' 

:,M ' . ^ D X.EtV ER 
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I 

51? Madame it Qlapîon. 

. r 3r-^KO.J>^ Q^jJ^'^^-jy^-^^- 
^ lïttle Billet, rifiy^dyar Dàughtér, gavc me 
gretft Comfort^ î' am trànfpûrteid to 'find yôu tn- 
it)à^î^th«TtafeëSvftïcH ftip^ps aH human tln- 
«èHfé§«[feg'/j îx^fîwh' t6Jd you éf h j bôd alonc 

^Aiîï^^ricé-IA Viéty^- ^Kat^tÂcrc itr§nrf'a grtat 

l^^tb4tA«felfaiiâto-i:âF }^G. are réf^^eacd in 
li"S^rïb^<^ miBi; idiâft ycftr havè n^ lÂi^é^'any 
Curiofity for tb<s-lVôï4<Jy ihat^^ûfcrr'PJtriatiw àra 
^«tâtktp^lisft'i oiiid>y^ÉMi4r ^gMef#'^^afé^>fbrttltf)g 
<ttLlbn£Iv9i^^^'ifae Dutiits^e^tiiflte ÀM^'ftQ'EidUc!»- 

greal Virtue their beiitg':deta'i^l4'^0f^thilt Eiii* 

ploympnt., Injfinc, my ,dcar Daughtcr, our Çom- 

]^l4v^?^' Be ^ i)erfçâ 'wljçn on^ç Svejfiavcgût 

!lfaô.-i>ftl^ibpf J^at iLç^Q -oÊ.SaCo^/Wdjfo oftea 

-fiîff^ms)' ^f ««uM ibe- gtàd 'to^fee ^ L«dft^ df ^« 




wUch ^ves lu ail fo much Joy» can only be pre- 
/t T '• : . G 4 ferved 



fcrved by conftant Ap^ica^n.^,.^*,inij^^ 
èvëiy' thing, .reproye every thin^<|(g?^ py/a^f 
thtn|. You Jpn't^.metj^\rjk»/4y}|>f^ y4&A^« 
You b^vè no particuia^ Çqn^IOiitAS s^ y0ftt 

création *, and i^axçfA^uiet^tfiiil^dt.Pifiltf^ 

^H EiCnHnàlhta but juftleft méL^ We f{ftW 
^. ^ ^vr jLi&ira. Hc ts ^ Ophâoii J^ 

I^^^*M4Ueh ta'ôMerve file RuIèif^KëlSI^'^ 
d^p^r^viwr^iTf^al thcrai lie iDMlfiiit»4b%£^ 

in^med' nc^diiàt AMMTe» âôifiWreég^ébiati 
at f^ir Si^neiiSùan. ils A^piwerof àiy^ "«rit- ' 

"!. .. .. - ^ -.. j-ir -r ^ •^' ' >: \^^ 

to the Tîme all9wed £6r Recrea(ioaiu or rathfflf tbç 
Memirig heM for tbat PJrpôfc. " ^\ V 

FoMtifiM^fé^ iioi^:^i4 gentmtni NabS, ."^whareiiMa^Pt 

damé de Mû 

ducèi 
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fng to Monfièur de Cijfeauxy and I ihall do ît as 
fooii as poàîble. If '^c Conveftthas not figncd 
thc Leafei èf your «Êftdtcsi *« Bargaîn is vcid. 
He has^ MMé Hopéd of Madame de Grancfy^s 
Debt.'^^ m'^fOi îkmtdhtâ^ fend for you, but as 
he 'îs*<B iliuch"tâlèi¥ ujj crdierwiTe, advîfcs you to 
|N]t''himMn mlfid of ît?. ' l 'doh't know but t may 
fee you agatri oit Sûtunb^or Snniajmxti at Fer^ 
fatOis. Confiilt on tbis Oçcafion yourown Con- 
venîenqfT /KJateCeittnoâiy.'' You- ma^ 'write 
ta me as ipuç^,M^^ P^^ ^^'f I.fljaU «Iways 
exert myfdf to nave a ^are in aie Good I hope ^ 
yoij^wiB, ^wUjb^Qs^^* Bleffing, be able, to ^er- 

J^"?icffi?^' y»i i#n»J»ff^,Qfi il, Tvitfc *ï my 

htçppfi^^^^'^m^^ Wv >^awoHId^^M^ire^Wftî^• 
%^^«)ll4l^to iiir lesventhài^Boufie i^t^^èqOlè ' 

it .i^etter.fic^ '^e^.yvwP'Goiarànttefot^i^' yoà brtng^-- 
any qrte înto R, ' YoM niay, whon ftted ihçjr^ 

Yoii flhdf never Hâve aiiy'^^iîoijiblê ^^i^ùxç^ii^u^ 
' V^i^MUf^^^S^ 4 '»^yi,takcJthbm iacft if 

(ooner. ' jt leckou aaiôxig the Numb^. of CcMupli^ 
:. . . G j menti» 



BKiit^^lihe ^ccraiBÔnioiis MaamPtOt iMish ^'jhk 
wrhÀtp'flab.'^ FDPthe'fjMieQdirit te S)^W«f itif 

you ace,^ bebave l^ t^em liloi à-Mc^Aêwîri Mior 

rf^efi^lth^ grea^Bflrfienrifie^QUf^Mld IHAlbré 
^S^ «ti^ d»pfiBd^MaA^forSib]f/F|^^ 

. _. V '^-^ Mif, r .'TjibA' i;>^^iq jini.b JJO'/^! ç«(t«. 

IJoiae good| m4 it is inerd^ for tfaat Fdipofe, Pro^ 

vidcnçe 



r.' Tf^ 



* i 



<* < «to^ 
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I would not 4o 4beiD a KsaiaeSi- ■agûiA ^efr 
!\yi]il4^.«n^iIieid|[ofM4 Ladtes oCSf^ Cjr c^ only 
pleafê me by hoi)ourk|g ^e Nuas ef your 
Houfe, ^by not talçiiig îSÛmdai at Things 



r r 



moft itecUa^Niwsw . vMwzpi:r^fn9^rmtfoiufol^ 
the Liberty of dedding.: The ^jaimgb&Ssme»' 
tfnsfl^/îhtt^. iqion {^dodsMvice^îj'^tfDnfiikng in 
tUéjrifiâfiflenj-tho ^méeîdi wttMf yoa hirâAs^ 
lihcinteiowiUriAiduihfihAbws^^ tà-ftp^ïf 
sQy tbl»^4t;m^y >^.»AiHi^(»tiR9r to tl^Uki 

Idid 






■ •if'6a«»"i(iîin!'iSi>f»t»«aii(«*«i)*iip!i.^ 

contimied to her. This jstlot «Time foi infcifad^' 
ing thei». ' '. ' 

Twenty Lnàt, to anjwer your mofi prriEflg 
Wants. I pi*y ^^rèitiyy^ ' - J'-: 

sjj(yri(t)oinj3iSp(ïii^,,j,j(>iB«>i 







fil them with good Works. Whal^^ $^ti|Mt^ 

}Md:iai loi î aii'î «^ on à c'.-lT i- i oî bw-unïj k- 

l^Otliing xs fo moving as tfie Affllâlon t>f our 
-*'^^%«hccsrïrf!#^iibîHffig'^dfë' eàîf^îfig'trfait 




hoiighb' were' «fitiréty (aken '^p['' ^(<tot thé 




éifoeet, fonU^,'%sitttota'»i|}tt WdrèeéMy^ 
vî ^'.^" tenderljj 



( I3é ) 
tèriderly loved. Adieu» . mj dear Childrem 
Strengthen youxfelve$ ki Faitb, ^.»nd in good 
Works. We (hall baye a^-greait deal to fuifer as 
long as we continue in tbis ,\\^^ .^^ ^X« 
therefore gréât H^!^ ^ Ibve ^eU^jfiiMU^e^iupçni* 
God* Let not jdie. Condition w^ ^ afc i%| vgf ViK^^ 
you* Go4 will jîot alwagrs ^ ^^gçy |wi)^ y^jr 
andIhopeliewiilf»nÀ>fe^ c. t. .-rn -^r. 



. .- - - • 
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• rtr A&i^»ir' de là Vfëfidfl<^f ^^'^^ 

'.,"•>. ^i/i:-/* .ii . '.y.\ on.' bnc ^x^« 

y Iwas, I ^ure you/^uadttiioffflWÏ^G^^ 
€e^i^stl^UMk beariivg i^ôtn ^qh, thoo^I Wfb^ 
jotftWfir^ci^'kifils diUd, 2 thiBk|^ob])gt(%lDe!^ ' 

Wben you get<tat>tf^Mttre& ef âietfi^ 
yotrwiH iM m^tlie' tigjht^not-^ê^ «déffie^a^y othà^. 
I dbn't Jniagfaie Madame de Fûfitûim cztx hc'^^ 
any gréfl»^vitte« te^ ^ ift^tb^t Ststtt on; . v Voî- 
hâve yd^ <CûiétiM)Jf^A^yont^^ 




^ «/^ 






!liit^ 







Yôtt ^Wai ^^^ iiudce '^M^l^uris orihcm,;'îlr 

diey ihoutd be difpdfed ' tû ^fbrm Conheâtons' 
wilh any but your^fv I alway & tookJ^ Gaiifk 
for a goolvGkC i know ^frx^better.- She bei- 
haved like^iirSaij^liimng^façit.N^^ at <?/• 

Qrr, and fînce Ûie leic it. . Ât xny Return I fbaH 
look1D^lD^t:ibak^tSirIs' te take the Veil at your 

. X, r^m ! exçefdibg .g^ad . 4tfr iuidirott tfttii§jAidi* a 

proceed with g^eat Uprightnefs' and Simp)icity«: «^ 

Qf(Hi^/i>]^fPttrf<^5x1ifMni(yett^fiodifQ|^ 
divi)dbsi4r I dQJ3^^..1ookt,iip^ yoM>' a» felft»tato- ; 
refted, * ^but ooly «uivlor ! iar. .gnMt N^cfsffity» rfl . 
ha^^v^ind^lQ \»t xy^/sxifimnt 9^ fndkftiéb^l caiii « 
andw^is^.JiCaiHiAtdQt J iWi^kfPiWil^pmtwHll : 
oth^j ^ J,.)oviQi4ha«vPtiHNr9^ouldite famtfi. ^ 

and 
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'Md^IltheFrovincey ^QDl]|linu6 yottr Pmf èrsrihr 
the Kîng, aUd for a Péacè. I fliatll leâoreyoïir 
Conimunity, iînde yoa défire il,> as foonail caH 
fihd Leîfure, and ia proper Ppportumty. IW 
lieve yoii oùght to faft according to jrour Rules. 
.Gonfidt Cardinai de NoaiUes in .four or fîve 
Words ; which fënd to me^ and I will make 
Um anfwen . 2a k aot cuflomarj in iyoïif Hovifts 
to make thc Poâiilanks prafike youc Aafterities 
i)y Degrees. ' . ' . t,. . . 
. Don't .permît thein to (àddle you with cvery 
irckblefome Bufinefe/ -'Th^ ^(ht)p ôi^héUm 
tocnfwverftfeffthàrthë^^Eîrtg ^ tbe 

Hi^s^,; but the^ Day ^f ;èi»i^Wbfiffld»{'' ÂflU 
4]UÛ^|)ièy arepiiJÎË£itb% pâld. ^' Birt iiei%r rétive» 

bu^<3}H8 ëf ^èktrtordlnâif Mirféi Berid^'^liai 
1^6' yèung liàdk» of <^^. ^r^ irhèttév^^you fiï^é 
RfiiToft (0 tiiiak tbey^ will tiot mâiiteigdbb 9â4i9i 
yUnMfimè OuBfi^èiiilhitt)rchi^tt^M8:^t-«^to« 
^^n air 4l%f^^O»d^J til^^ vf\^ï ^m-kci^ ^air an 
fiift:tik^>^ <DôitdlféèU{^^^ tèt ^Mailtrnf^ <'4^ 
Màintitiin\ 'tài^'^^^mitm 
and B«ncfaéïorà^>i2'»^^ ï;-''''^""''^/ \'.^'^^f^ '^'^^ -^^ 
: I câll ^ g^ 'Sub)8»^'â:Qi^«^)io bèiBAgi^i» 
'tlr^ly'to^oaj'Wliô « fimrtïâ^^déflRJu^ èP^ob. 

wbo 
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1th<iJletains no Correfpoadéace în it, vrholovei 
lo ohfj^,'9fh^, is. weU hômoured, has a qutct 
Coniciencf^,]^ çh^acfu] ^nd couragious. Such, 
I ^ink, ï^ibi'^Bii^i i if j am miftaken» fend her 
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''^J!5^ic!^|Ç^..^^tS^ thanX/ÇHn ^teljijou^.ttiat 
srtj |î\SÇ«iîf/§fPi^fl!^c^^S^weenAeJaftfrçoniH 

ibffç enjoined bj the Church. L )>^ve |u(J ^9iK 

i^in: if ,i h^vi; jBXaâlyqcpoipiIicd wriijh . jf^uji^ Jiv^ 
tefittoiu^^ wbat I iir2x>fe, concsniing thÇiC<>|^ 
frflqr.r JÇ hfi is.U)}I}^py)U99 you^muft €ndeav^)ifi^ 
to- keep him» .tbp' pot ia , Man of brigbt P^i^ 
Nothîng isi fo hard ta find 04it' as a Confeflor 
eveiy ^ay agf çp^ble». , Ypu ^rc a . fmrpKifingTPcx^ 
fon îftibjniç^you^ Niw uke ujj,^ baogTîmc tp 
V^rxi to^heîi; prin^itive .Inftit^tions I thùiJc jrOu 
are very happy in having Reafo^ ^_ hope' ibey 

.,^PV^t,tfuft:.tlje. Ç^çç^ crf,tbc;NpY(ces ,to any 

: îv/ SU 
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She has nothîng ftriking in her» but fhe bas aA 
the Solidity that can be wifheci for» She was to 
hâve been received hère, and we make jon a 
Prcfent of her. Let not tbe young- Ladtes, I 
lend you, fee any Men within or witbout Dooîb» 
that they may not bring back with ^epi^evil 
Habits or Difpbfitions. Return them, torusas 
pure and as innocent as you receive them* 

Chufe fome trufty Perfon, among^,tl:(ç InbabU 
tants of Gîfors. Pèople of Quallty^xar^^feldom 

' I am'gfeatly edîned àt your A^aiîner of ipçadr 
înrg your nÎAc^" 't 'AorCi think you ougbt to do 
more. You owe ypurftlf to the Govj^ç^ent of 
jrour Cohvcnt, , ' ' ' ; ' ^ ' '^^ \ 
: Rcndcr your Rbcreàtîonsfïi'cè' àiîd tKee^if. 
You ^il fucceed ai laD-. ' It i$ a gi^i^t Â^yî(ii-' 
vantage, as it feryés to bréajc ^arttcuIaV^j^nn^ 
lHàtts^ an^ fonttibutes tô a ' gcne^ 'DnioA* ' I 
leûlbrace oûr Paaghfer3) ;and youi-s» ^/ 
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L E T T E R LXXXIV. 

2ô tbe faau. 

Nivanhtr Si 1705. 
rjERE îs my Anfwer to you, jnadc by the 
■ .Cardinal. 

** As to the QrofKon conceiiiing her Fatts» 
•* I thiiilt ihé dught to piit up with Ae cufto- 
« maiy Relai^n of hcr Nuns, whofc Age 
** afid ancieniHaliitui^es, réquïre fych a. tolei;a- 
"rion.; ^Biit ,;ra''to Jierfclf, flie ou^i^ fonow, 
«the'Pràâicè'ffiê'law andfollowed at th(^à.b-^ 
** sokuptlteJtp-' 

" lue 'Regard, iç^, 

" in; .for .the Su-. 

*' ;at Latiljjd'ç.iit, 

** _ sribed'by tKcïr 

«* Rufcs-."' ■ ■":■■■:, . ( 

I bave fomé ,Olje^oi» to your havio^ a> 
Friir to your.ConfeObi^ tieciuic I ïhi'agihe good. 
Friare are not fond o( quîtting thetr Cdls, and 
othcn are daogerous. Two ConfelTors in jouf' 
Bfm^ ^Wl d^fde it wto Paities, or be je Joukl 
cf oaa iuiother. 

I don't 



Comrmmkms bcfoire Mafe, for, in mf Ojffhîbfli 
God cafily patdonT irii^oKimÂi7''Faks;''amJi!his 
Inconvenicnce lÉtiff fceâc, wli«S^ Ntàis HaW 
acqttiiîèdf in6re fedurî^f-^altc ùft'^^^^^ 

and îrf^an THfagf Tohow thcCulfoirâ Mf^y8&# 

Ordcn ' ■ '■ ^^'''' '' ''^^^'' 

. Is ît net gcmç 1» Il gréât Ra«ie6gftc*e 
V^l tft *t End of tw»M*iïtoî*îftHàdôiyé» 
nake ysorfelf t Slaire to^lttitiMi PoV^^in'iééà^ 

]iour NunBi if^ tktj at>prov«> thèt^fti^ 
Subjca^ 4UidU atfthafge them- if éèjr^ 

itray$;^a»k m ail Thtug^rbift èTp^dallif^'i^ 

Things of Confequence. : '^ - f^' ^ 

: Yon ^ tan*t do bètter ' Ihan -dkfeh ugai^oiir liw 

ti%ii&ig Maid» land.hlrb m ber ficoA fdb<OlMs0l^ 

becn running in my Hcad concerning / ... ; . ^^V 
I wifh you had in your Houfe fome Lady that 
couU ph|r imHi on thcQffgâ^ iNtelufodU 1)e 
better plcoftd yo* bad no Qrgàii, tban Btbad 
Sufajeâinyour^Hoitiew Jtdoti't know M^àamt 
ék Ckùretî^ and thei^^f 6 caniiot wHte to- h^« 
But I ixait iteacd io nmcli ^oofat ^ kin^ tbat 1 




( '« ) 

her AcifiâirtiiM c cnmotlMÉtfvove Qfeful 
toyou^ 

Let me loMnr, I beg of you, Imnt jqnr ftn* 
Concis £une in icg^lid to Brfrfing» 

I liave put info Madbnne àt Fmammt% AuMb» 
befides Ûic 1500 Livres, ihat I pRMniftd J%»% 
ijo moTtj ^cauie t&e .Kiag gare fortjr Lêm^ 
inftead of four HundreJ Livres.* . 

Voii ,ougIil;..to b«Tverj vi^ialîsfied widi Ae 
iiâ^le;^~Pr9grè& j^oi^ pU^e; 'Tis a great Mat« 
ter; ^^^itr^our Ntin» donft o^ofe yburgood Db» 
^n6«- iJs' ît mie diat foi9e of them catne to de» 
liver: ye§t ilp. Money aftcr t>ne of your Ipiritnal 
Coaieretic^s 1 1 im vêry .(brry that you ihould * 
hiive M^^e b Prince in jour NeighbourliooiJ.. 
Yôu^ êfid ît a hard Mattei to avoid quàitellû^ 
with her Servants. . : . » . •-: *' 

* ' • • » • • 

You ib^. wit&. what J^cgularity I ^nfWer yaii, 
iM^a^fe tjiloofie yoti, and that I Ulcve foçie 
G^ QU^rbcidoiic. I ififtWaGft our dcaF.Dang&SL 

tcrs. .-.,..'■• ' . .;<«•"%'•. V ' ^ î' 
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L E T T E R LXXXV. 

JV tbâi famé. . ,, 

T AM now to^ ânfWer two of your Letters, 
one of ^é 1}^» 1^^ bther of thé 24tb. 
You Ihall rccçiyé of tàihe as long as they c^ 
b'e of any Service to you, ", x o luçh idone I coh* 
fine myfelf, and I advifé yoù to ibllôw liiy Exam- 
ple. I am perfuaded thé Silence prefcribeâ to 
rcliglous Perfons regards writing as i^uch as 
fpeaking. Ypu.;ivlll, perhaps, think me a little 
fcvere. But I fliall tell you the Truth,.my dear 
Abbefs^ as long as I continué to cprrefpond with 

I wifh the Relations of your Penfioners may 
côrifcnt fo tKçîr wearîng îheTJniformDrels you, 
think to gîve them. They will be weîl enough 
cfoathedy if warmin Wintér, coolîn feummer, . 
and their Stays always good. I hâve forwarded 
your Letter to Father de la Chatfe. I wifii he may 
gîve fomething- to the little de Levi^ that every 
thing may not fall upon the King. I think 
that, in fpite of the Hurry of your Bufinefs, 
you may amufe yourfelf a little. 'Tis hot 
in«my |V)W«r'^o infpire Sentiments of Kety. 
But it fs fiill lefs your Duty to fret at the 

little 
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fittle Prqgjreb. jeu obferve in jom Munt. Am 
yott Aot' Happy that tlièy let you gô on, atid dâ*- 
cover no Arerfion to jrour ^oiing Ladte$ (tûtik 
Sf.t^yrf Don\ be tired of praying for ihfcnu 
Gire Uiem ggod Examplç. Treat them witff 
MHdners i and wait the reft from God« t ihdt 
obtain a LotCery for you, if poflible. 

You may dcpetid upon \>e\ng on good Tenfur 
VitJi me, when I xrâl! you oblihatc.' Be Tpcr* 
fuaded 1 chtdé none tut tholû t love, f don'f thiiik 
An your Letter of the ^th requirés any Ah* 
iwtr, except that you are improved in yout Or- 
Ihography, yct not fo much as ypu imagine. ^ 

You oiuR iay no grcat Str^^fs ton thë ' AflHliincc 
of Su Cyr^ as it dcpcndç on tny Life,' and yoti 
can only expéâ from thiÈnceGirls^ln tfieir twcA- 
tîeth Ycar. Befidcs it h il*rîviledge Whichtfic 
Ladies of St. Lewis wjll lofe at. ipy* Dc;ith*- 
Adieu, 'Madam, adieu, my déar l!)aùgh(ers« ^ 
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. LETTER 

tù the fam.' ' 

J N anfwer to yoiir Letter of the ad» 1 be^ 
lieve the Abbé de F^^s Intentions are veiy 

gôodj but \hty aU terminatc in mîdûng me 
Vol. il H wy 



..ycry, impprtunatej.and I know, betterthan him, 
in what imnner I sfm tobchavc ^\ ^ 

^,. To. anfwcr ,<hç Queftioa yQ¥ rpi^nMiè,-. I 

.. (hpuW know wnat w the-FauIt, and what tne 
Difpofidpns of t^^PeriQn ypu hâve arMind lo 
admonim. Itis a.Maxim 4t ^/^ Qr tobegin 

jvitt au§iîcifc% { Appljr/tpt me idîrcjaiy./ I i^ve^bç^ 

.-thtfc J^ Mont)!^ af^^^ a:,f)it5^icy|^ 

. "Write ^t^ Jf!?**^ *W ^alf^^that T^e waiçi^^fer 

,thcKa^^8of"ï« -Kttkonçs yoii.haVf r^crrêd. 

J' layc PrdçTj. AU Âcfç Partîçiilars Aw^y :!^ 

ditèred la a' Book/ Tnèver burn jibur £ëti^rs 

tiU Lbayç^jafwfircd tjicgb îUj4^ »9(''^«V^^^W 

Artid^ • uJdliVWufè yiwrfclf ^in iJa^Hig .a^e 

CQUipUments ; iCs TimciloftnvLet us endçs^/cmr 

&to re^eflaUiih your {j^ufe. iliope to, be. fi^ei^ 

*»,A' ll{|U 'Çrcatûrc, five Year$,>c^d, WJ1901 ihe 

ISSand (Jf^eVopon th^:itoad| yj^iiA z ?zpër fA^ 

-^avem AccoRQlJ^ kèj" ^ie^ijnd/hçr hehig^^ft^xM. 

• Madame 4^* Mmniiaon ûTtCA receiv.ed Prcfestr of dûs 

girc 



gire^ou >Ailië<$iteer;Aflin«6«ecib«h»d03t&»ikdl 
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dam, fer it i& a hard'&îatter.t6<iri{rodu(^ 
Régùbttrky ii|t<v a. Hoofe Mptl;)Q^t,.tke.^ffiflançe 
tof R^foAs 'in" trtïom ^ifr^^may rei)Dfc- a^îonfi- 
dence. Jn gefiçr^l, yûQ/igNiins,^reoitot to be 
plac^d ârt'the Doors, a$ they are more 'cxpofed 
tfftfre^Aan^afë^i*ër^.- But it is in your Power to 
*ëiAift^ ^^Me^ Occafioil^xidQif OkAst^^m oioqinr- 

* "^l'h^ ^iwrote to^iths iAfibdiS^^w»^ i in., t^ 

-ftrÔb««>Tei#ms»I'ciHfltf Aîhk/|rf.,.^Y 
'<&TMi'^i^>l^Fixii£hidityV'(iv d!/^r»ftonifl»fs 

'ifl^fN>''M&hÎAksrGU'faV^urs-*/d^il> 9 partkii)ar 
«màffom-: IiUeg oCtbiipiihat you^^ip^y .^pr prç- 
•/er «jfaui^ ;^r&«tl> it0 yowcjls^pqffX'iQ^r^Qfas* . l 
•leli jpoonwiMl: nfc^inks buf I.4oii'<t jn&a^ tp Jay 
yôu'/under:<B<3ftnÙ0^' ^ithe^ m regv^f,^, xour 

KjriHfr^tMic^ ^rjteaj^^ry /p ^jk Tf^et^er^ ^ Haa 



Mfe fe>^ jroii tti die CScNNiropi jipt of façr 

fiftance. Vm tM you fitnip.to hav» tlie;^ore 
lliné : t^ berectii'you^ ogr dearl)aii^tef|j tp be 
fitisfied with fuIfOIing your dailyï£)|ttjf08. Car- 
dinal diNmttes tonâMies 111 oP the GoiitcqThe 
DjiikB of Néailksh ftboitrfetting'out/or iS<^i{/!F/- 
i!^ii) ia oràer to ferve lu Slj^aim. ttpCfaomffs4 
Ihem^ to your Prayers. ' ' ' î * /j i^^ 
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V T It not merély about what yôii wriCct to nie, 

tfaat I iiow kitmd to fpeak, biil 0^ 
CûAceraisig jmt, that cornes if^ mjr Head. Ibe* 
^ch jou, my. dèàr Paughler» lo'fake Advan- 
Ugt of My Exfienenc^ andiieware of' mmiû^ 
tAa ûwfe Jlà^ff vAiiài w^ in 

Vogue at &• Qr* A Pafioti fiMr^ Manufcripis 
preTailed ûktrel&t ia long tiiile | but îàiey 4U us 
ib aiîick Mîfirliief, diàtwe \ra:eat loigtb oUig^ 
to j;irofcril)^ thém. I faid h: was Bot ttt|>et «o 
fend you ^ MédiMiâm you call for. ^would 
ht thrciWing aw^ Time; tô VeAt>w ft on th^ Pler- 
. ufal çf riich Pièces: Thtrè kre fe many |b0d 
B^s^ âïid fi^ fe^ that y ou jréally ftand 'm wtd 
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en Thé' New Tcftament» ihe ImiMiânj Cn^ 
mdaï-JUéù^squiZi SuFrtmis d$ tSaUs^ aukt the 
Beok'of yiwir Ordcr» t^re mgreibiM^ enough to 
fan5tify'3ÂMii^CTh&.Tiiiiç you fytnà alChurcb> 
aoé in dlfehar^ing tke^ QittiQ9.::of your ferc^al 
^mployiuelits^^ Graves «^ you, Tm fore, bût litde 
I^ètfié'e'; and 'tis no great Matter* R^ing doe^ 
^MTmiare Harm^^n Gôod. Tbofe wbo am. 
fimple of Heart, piH up with thf Bookft I hâve 
mentioned, andrevenr among thpfe Num there 
are ibh)e^ w]^ abuie that modentie Latitude tbey 
allow them&Ives. Othcrs woidd pa& for Wits» 
and are die' l\4eant of ixtiititag aâ infattable 
Cuûbiljty. ^ : We hâve exporienced ail fhflfe la- 
conTèoiencea^ and'I miift tell you once more» T 
^ji^ yoù iwouM improve b)^ 0i«r Miftalcca* 1 j; 

Jf it not. a fittle indlicreei àf yoîi to endea**^ 
TOUT to Jceép Madenioirille fÀumàUiSiSaxk flie 
15 ufeful to VGtu; a9th6 ihè wiis nBt âxitalli^ ule- 
liiltoiis? YàuthuHtberefdré'Coniknt, my dear 
iVbbefs, to retiirn her to me aboai Eafiir. 
' 5^t)befeech;yba| my dearDaughtcr, nor to bè«^ 
tray ftf muçk FpncfiWfe for Si. Cyr.' VmUInlA 
dif? old Nùns'inould ta£:e §l DiAike to you. Be^» 
^•h^ve-to tbêm'in alriendly InÂiner. ^PorAy 
Part, I hayç the greateft Regard for ttièm. I 
long^/Wgbtily to aiBîft you in TC-'^abH(hîng their 
Houfe,* and in (êcuring to theni Peâce hèn:, àhd 
Happineû hereafter. 

H3 LETTER 
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1^ Y:Létter will .b« ddtvered to yqu by the Abjbf 
Bnmet* You cannot, Madani» place toa 
gneat a Cotifidehce»Ii^jiijb..< .He îsxâaHy a.Sàint^ 
who fdeks Ibr notbiikg but tfaei.S(aliraticji of Sôiil% 
^nd who waits- upoir you wtth»tbe.pipfi.'z^l6uft 
Wlilhes for the-'Wlelfarà of you and^diiirCoDi^ 
munity? Were he to valuéhimfelf ùpon beîngf 
iticbmmetided, i'TvroaM tdl you^tHat.Âe had t&e 
Ca^dimrfÉ'^ ^RebNnaien4«tioii- |r aad/ inine.\Iike> 
wiQH^ ^Mf is «m^ b^nhofe hé efteem&snofiv I 
don^t kiA)^ if yûor Npht will:reIfii'jkisjSifn{difc 
oi^; '.f am fiireitholbi6f &• QrrinmouUnbeiOVèr- 
joyèd ' td fôe Kinr^ and. hèar bSihi fbv6o<l'br 
}Nrxifed^' tfaey.are jid^ loùger Witsrait .SA.Qrf but 
hare aoquired.acomnifiiidableTaâ'arfdrJSîi&pïîA 
city and SôUtUcfew .^ . : .;* ^ c ' . 

>• fTi» anie^y. 'Mattén ta fott tboneHota^ Jife xio 
HârmûJi^ lOvipg'^Qi^^ bitj[)it w0uU't>e vurf wroiig 
mjffur QiiiFb^tô^J^çoiï^ j^funs^t&o<9,^^ç;b ajIVl^f» 

tîyev •Qod^oii#r'<l6rwi€S fo;^eat.arSa(CfifiC€s, 
and God alone «eau. makc them âj^^nd^loF it. 
Inr your X«t()&r.to tbe Princ«, %y That, you 
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damç^ df \îai^UKim^ to hâve rpo)ce ta hîrn, but , 
tnat yôiji (cbpfe'to^ dépend entirely oii his.own 
Gopdoefs. If you hâve ahy Regard for me, 
ybu*ll \x\oX (et up àpy more. I fhall be tranf- 
ported ^to ^ïjçL you hère To-morrow, at thc 
Hçarf'ot my dear Dausjhtçrs, who arp doubly 
dear to mé, 'pn .Accouiit ôf tbeir êoôd' Beha^ 
vîbur under your Goverriment. 

hopc that'yoïi will bleu God for having fent 
er. to you ; ana by your prudent Advice, and 
aealoyà'Affiftànce.'thât'G^c/Tz^r-P/pw/tf/Wj will he- 
corne, undèr ber Government an Simple ând'^ 
P4Uiçrn,to bthèr Abbeys. 
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'. 7(p :H^détmf ,de Fontcnay. ^ ^ 

W'VElt'YfltîngîScarriedon to the moftdepte- 
rabte Exçcfs,' The Kinff is greatly affcftcd 
Wîth* ^hit he kiibws, *6ut lie knows nbt ail,' 

*T\3 unjuft tO'lay ail theie Calamittes atmy 
Door : Were it- true that I had a Hand rh ci cry 
thîngVfotne goodCounfel fhould be afcribcd to ' 
iric# I bave now becn in Faveur fiftccn Vcars, 
.w^hout^having done thc leaft Injury to any one. 
ï hâve .made many Malc-content5, yct waa I 
nçvergu'dtyof Bafcncfe or Injuftice. The Kîng 
bas often reproached me With- Modmtion ; 'rts 
... H 4 bcttcr 



tetter he^flioulil reprqach me with that thaik, 
widi Importunity. I flatteçed mjfùf I had ac« 
quired great In(enfibilit)r' for the^hings of tbk , 
World j efpecially for the, CenÇirés €jjf ftople^ 
ttàit arç Strange^ to l^evotion^ byt 1 find^myfelf 
as mucK î}ehind-lxàna as when I firft bénn to 
ilruggle with my Paffioos. L * * * gîvcs'inc în- , 
£nite Trouble, fets me at Défiance, avâila him^ 
felf of Monfieur di Vendom/^ Protediony and 
wjli never pardon my Difcovery pf bis Inteiiubn 
to deceive me. 

» * '^ > * y ' -^"uA" ' Ji» won'* 

LE TTEfa XCI. 



» « 

•:\ 



Tû" Madame de Fontenijr^ 



as 

xr 



»i 



T Know what Peoplè make the Duke ôF Maim 
fay, but they never wiU,be abl^tCKimbroil m.^ 
He oAred to give the moft undeniable Satbfae-* 
tien, and I refufed, if* « If be is^^uilty, his Guth 
is fo fmall that I Ibould do îll to[ tal^e Qflènce at 
it : h. pfoceeds frpm Sentiments f:Of SA\^ Ten« 
<icmcfs ; and ho(W could I condemn him> I wÊo 
did ail ^t Ia)r in tt)y Power, tbo' in vain, tt> 
jnake Kim love bis Moth^r bètter. tha^ Âpië ?-'! 
don*^ doiibt but -Madsme êi MêHùJpan wo\[iId 
hâve httti charmed àt an open* Rupture, hAk 1 
ibail Ofver dve faer thatrPleafui^ . ^^' '^ 

* 

L E T T E R 



('^53 ) 



L E T T E R XCIl. 

3j9 Madame. d^^ Foiitcnay« 

hp H £ News frôm Polûnd is fo agreeable, that 
I couM iv> longpr refolè the Princefi of C«>tf î 
what fhe . had lieen fo long yiri/hin^for. The 
Abbé de PoRgnac givté ail the Famiiy ta Air of 
Grandeur, which'is-£up from being difagrecable. 
The Prince fets out To-morrow ; 'tis rather too 
iate, but it can*t be help'd. Now Madame dt 
Shniâhi liftens only to ber own Caprice : You 
Icnow thé Nature of it. I bave left her to ber 
own' Conduâ* I never took upon me to govem 
Women, that I did net repcnt it. Mfçn are 
by much the more dpcile and mtaageable. 

L E T T E R XCIII. 

« * 

To ibe famé. 
%# Y Wiflies are at L^gth granted. 

Of tbi proud Valhti, in wbùfi PhfitJ Jiand-r^. 
1 new felt a Pkafure equal. ^ tbftt. l-:noV 
cnjoy» I eongratulatç you ct^ jypm Vi<^ofy^ 
Youf Joy is mine; lam tboerpi^^ly fepftbk:tf 
ix, TÎua Çompetitioo alarine4>a^{ V'V^MfH 

Hi • hM 



•4 



« < 

hAS changed in an Inftant. - Lot us itbt ail io 
hihl, whd diftfîbutei^'fi|air||^iiéff '^ij[d;iprery-^ 
hc thlnks fit. " This THoàght i^ ^e GdAkë 6f 
àll îhyRtltmàr\^.^A^mfk^,^y»:^ 
{hk^otlOôit of àfi:ribing'4aPi-oVtdêJ]fté^ih^Q$&|[^ 
ir^îhè'SdccxfeVcniêet^î^.- -^^ '-''r Wiiôflïiiav: 

,:. • :j-, . : ■ ,.:.. ffîg itt i , ' <ti t .; .c, . * 

• • • » f 

Xy^Hy 'wUljrou .not,wr-Up to'^J' Yçjb'B^^ 

l^^"?.3Y.^y ^'^'(ÏW Write ? ,1 f^M.^ve jrou.Ae 

AccouQt oCa. IjjUfi l^rgty I Utdy, njjffif, in«^ 

, for tlie Sàke'of Health, which, after .alljt, is .'^ 

from hcing^fÇquurme^ Sut I amiuvri^^yn^iiy 
at it» fdr ^ealcihg ôf y ou &> MoxiÇeyf^Ji^j'tt/ff» 
he promiCes to juakc iwbotliUyQ tpc/br^coiap. 
He does Wondçrs bere^ but, wich ail his SkUl^ 
he can't fedui^fifis ftiiff^Kth^éf'Zgàin&i»^^ 
P^ris alM» ^À Àl>pl)r hikn witb a Remedy, I 
. AiU'l^.\h««èV^-^^^'^'V8pa7; 4hdwe>ill 
.^aogett6#. .fè' Madame Jr-ÉrtmOaç^ l. J^v^ 

iairf« .v^ hMothilBfi:' menHÔB 'oP'Tbti^ in' a 
;w c •* Work 



V 



/ 



f 5|5 ) 

long as th«^,tVorId»*;^Y<>uU^think 1 hâve <Jone 
eno^gh îbr.yoy f b-Jit 1 tjiî^k ,very lîttlç of ha^- 

SileQçe-rW^OYer-whelminà^you wjtfi' the Fruits 
of my prp\vfiad Kftucment^ One of my rjiends 
ls made a Dîicovfiry. in a JdqoJc that is weU 





mrdfot 



., «ïrtniftW«fînWt,^^b oblige 
iciertt ManuTcript/ *found, C5*?.^ 7Z?/?rtf 



'*^'véiT antiefit^ ManuTcript, 




^'■ihm^to ISrk m MàuHtûim and GenJimSy te tn'iM Ls 



(156) 

9 f , . 

tt^tV^ i^/iEv, as a Btidegroom witb his Brîdi. Hi 
witt mike War tïB tbe F^iy-thind Tear of Us 
ReigH^ durinf whkb he Wftt fiihdue tbe InhaU- 
Jantsjôf.tià ^/bmds ani tbe Marjhes^ (tbe Lalia 
4Vori is lafuhiios) tbe Sfiaiiiards ani th Italians. 
Jffe éoîtt at Ujfi^ exteni KfCùHqtufts intû Greece^ 
^wij:^ an^evenfàftber.l ba^ve abric^ the 
ponchifion ; the xeft i& Word for Word. I lùvc 
Ihewn it to Monfieur de Bab^ffiereu You will 
fee him zt Paris. You h^ve lioW whçréWitki^ 
pay your CgKii:^; sUmI ^âliis tVay of doing ic is 
iGnguI^ ;enoui^ tô Cotnt tp fôii AqUi tfce Handt 
et Monfieur d^Auhigf^*^ Giakid-dâi^tcr^ You 
Iehow my F^fy has^been for a long time iêi^ 
ttle in Conjurers ^. ' If dië War witb which 
you are threatened^ affiâs you» the Accçimplifli^ 
inent of this Prophfx:y wilI ^ve your Cçmfort. 

L E T TE R XCV. 

l t 

DecémUfTiS. 

• • « > 

F aE.tbe Lettars I received ontheHonour 



V^o^e Kifig h^ done me^ yours baa been 
nioft adhnr^ir It inunediatdy ptit me in Mtod 
•f xbat admirable Sdlé, whicb ufedto chariffme 

f^ Madame JMMmw»'! Mesà^. 



( 157') 

in the Rue di ToiirndUs* . Wç haJknowtt eadk 
other for'lbiiie'Tears before, but our-^IntijnBcy 
was tben fit jjts Height ; a Pcriodcoo^ prcciou). fçf 
AC evçr to ibrgct. f^et me bear froin jiouy:! 
l^eftech JF9U4 fie fûlicitous^ oaly to teQ me the 
Truthy howfiirer dl£qgreeable what you will beigr 
of memajr appQ^u 1 ,imi^ .know-eveiy ,thin^ 
the very Moment ; ù\fi Perfeas» thelotetitioç^ 
Ae Tooe, the Gefture^. Let me knontr alfo 
what you your&lf bave to iay. Are they the^^r 
fmifts whom you call Tbi Dsyout ^ I am not up* 
on gQod Terau witb them : The Cabai thçy 
fiDnn is ' Gonfiderable^ . The. Praifes I receivç 
from H8 M^mbefs^indc^ed, {U'oyethofe vbo gWe 
them, to be more attaçhed to Truth, than blin4r 
M by Party Zcal. 

. LET TER XCVI. 

. y« the famé. 

♦ , « • ' . * • 

yoMtary 6, i7o6« • 
\/ O U haVe a Mînd that I ihould leâure youir 
Nons» and I obey you withSimpIicîtyj but 
beg you would not fhew ixyj Letters i People 
would be apt to laugb. I am much pleafed with 
the Vifit you made me on Ntw-Year's Day. tî 
you ièe any thing amîfs in my Letter to the 
CoJSHnunitjr» bum % and I will wrîte another. ' 



t »58 .) 

. ' - • ■ 



, -7..MVrf'V</ -'^ -•■ -''^' 



^* :iiîvlrçlSi you widi\lië fixât VSi^TtYyfp^i^^ fj 
« îuj titç^ *Mcï!ber *cf yoir AJ&fi^ pfès^Àc-ii 

<*^ S\.Nt ^ X Ccir»«*t 3 gj ï:tj; c rf tcmpiwil-Sûp'- 



'*''^. ^ S? Ac Hbiifc caniidt iûppljr jrcni wîtW. 



«A 

^ ^,V occafiôned^thii ÏWircréhcj^,"ana (^rt- 
v^ 4tyeJ thc Portions of the l^uns f''*rtéy^afè 
*^* amWerablc for ail the Mifchiefs caufèd' by 
«A Tuch -MiÏHfafl^geiçfenti. T (hi& UfBÀ you to 
«* çôablifli that Régularité frpm whîch^'Wam 
« pcrhaps haa obligea you to dilate. Ibc- 
^* Astk tbe^Alroigbty to give youhi^ Sptiîf^' and 
f* ,tp.j^4ard[ you figa}n(l dja« .whjcb rÔ^Sr Mony 
«* Abbisyp, a T^Ôe for the W^rld : the HapS- 



( «s* ) 

*• fitc to your Vow of Poverty ; againft thc Va- 
^< nity jqC gtorjfîng âh yèùcj Hirh,^ and in the 
«< Wealth of your Relatîoijs ; .againft the Curlo- 
** fity bf knowing'tvèry thîh^, ^nd of knowîng 
^ tÉ in orâer to make a Figure in the Parlours, 
^ wMdî NiiîiVftoi^d abhor> as! the Ciuffi «p^ 

^ agaînft chePleafi*rè of xmkii^Mni/.nctmi^g 
** R-«fenfs, /a:Coïnm'erçe. /iorbidden- (oithoi^ 
f^ wfio arc dcad to the Warld,. if theirRehurit 
^^ ciation.of ic is any thing more than an.idte 
f^^ ÇèxpKipnj. Thtffe àrà the Blçffings^ • Ladies^ 
ff^wbich I béfeech the Almlghtyio pour djovoi 
^* vjpôfl^^yôu, in Bopes.yoa wHl trefeèdi his 
^^ Qoodnefs ta ^aot me liioéwifethor^ you thinic 
<* rmayiland inNeedof. I pmy; morecver^ 
.*5 A«t yott ixJay a|)prove.>yourfelf *tlle wcrthy 
*« P^g^rs ôÎF yotir holy f^oundcps j that yoil 
". may^ be tbe.Çomfprt ancj the Joy of your Ab- 
« be(s;.that ]you'rfay âffift hèrto' re-eftâWifh 
" yotir-Hbùfe; diàt-you may'àllform but one 
" HÀ'i and éne Soûl ithatyoumayfind jour 
** Hcafurcs among yotnrfîd vcs ; that your îlccre* 
,^« atîons ht fimplfr and innoccnti /that you may 
♦* Ijate tbf;.Wox^d as mucb as: our Saviour hatcJ 
j.V Ki ^i yott may eftccm nolhing. biit Piety; 
Ai^a^t jrMvB«y IsfeUpiie «QitoiM^ 9Mifh » I 

- - . LETTEH 



( i6a) 
L E T T E R XCVII. 

yamuny 15. ' 

XrEBtetâzyy Madam, I received your Letter of 
. . tbe I3th) iit wbûch are matiy Things I dif* 
like» Two Pages are iilled wich Pmîfes, whîcii 
fiiotdd hâve beei» entîrely omicted. . You fhe# 
the Letters I ynîtt to your Cotnmunity. Vli^ 
Simplichy 1 coniply, witH what you require, in 
ordcr (o.. affift you ; aod you fend inj Letter to 
Canjiiud,^ Noailla^ aud ppftnît \t to \ff^^tfded 
about jil your CoAvents* rmnotforry tofind 
you fo little açquaioted with the World as not 
fo.know. you make me appear .extreinely ridku* 
lous s but ,1 am very forryryou dgia't entirely 
)ceep to ypurièlf Things tbat I dô folely d^iÂ 
ihatlntent. 

latn 6f Opinion, that ^ Conv^ maypur* 
chafe in a Lottery, but tbat a Non cannot« :I 
\kSLVt booght in for you. Cqnfult Abbé Brima. 
X can't as yet niake ufe of kïf Hand to write Èo 
you, but you wHl not coœplain jof my Stcrer 

tary*. 

XETTER 

» Tiris Létter' is in the HaiM-'WricIttg 'of tte' 
Datçbéft oï .Bargundff wh<^9 in order .to. loim. her 
Styli^ mi ^alwayi rcady to aiEft Madame A MmM^ 

' ■ l ttfim 



( «6i ) 

L E T T E R XCVni. 



v^\ 



jh. 



(î> tbe famé. 



Iy is tà^y Mîi^^nEi; diàt î was iiuhé angfT* 
l'csulerf to you fer 'hJizA'cmc\îà\tJ^JufMley\n,^ 



ib pr^^g a iiiaiiner^ and at the famé Time'hadf 
fo^greàt Oocafion for her Affiftance, tbat I inia« 
glaei^ yôu' dujgfat to hâve cdhipticd witk my Re-^ 
queIftV Sheaflltftir nie ybu did^ not heâfate^'a'* 
A^bjb ^f^r' yâii :tt/à&ità ïùj firft Léttér, Vdi 
indeed I oan hardly believ€ her ^ ' whcfi Ihe faillir 
of youV Ybu muft bave feen that I ' Tufpéâed 
yott of pi^âiàriii ndT t<^,h^è ^eâridiby Le£-' 
tejk» ''^^(houldtalce Jt ycry ill j^pu bad Rccourife *i 
to fiicTÈ Shîfts. D^ri^t ÉxfjèaShat any of yoîu;'* 
Faults ibould efca^my Notice, fortheWoric 
of your^lPOTcaipn îs fo forwariî, that I long to^ 
corttrilîufeto îts Accoinpliàment. ' The Account 
Mâ'demoi*(eilc H^JtumaU gî'vcs nie of your Nuns»* 
bas infipired.me witn the tcndcifclt Regard for 
thcm.* Veôple cwî?t bj ill-difppfeci, who fç.rca? . 

ttnon û tbîs Capacîty. 'Madame àilitdntptm kav- 
iiig one D» «gi^en tlie Fitftfûnctt fO Maidem^ileHe 
éjlmmU$^ ibe Ff kMjçfi ûid. i «• |l ^, ^rAw<* of 
" ^^hp. a^'Wômaii ,of C<>nfeawiiçe Cfvxigfa to icrve 
*^youf**" •^^' ' ^* • - ' **- * 

'" • diJy 



« - « 



i\]y embraoe w.hatis good^ You.woqld be vtry 

God for-4haY :Hfe hdà^do^ fèt y5u !*-*rfiire aiv 
many Houks in «y^ph «/j^ i^HMlfi cotild nia be 
eiFeéted in teji Yearç^. 1 think you oughttod^ire 
awaytiTCF.oftly^vilSpiritthitftiil haantsy-ouiîWhat 
M'adcnoifelle ^Vum^<l 9ûUi'fÂ<i*of «tlM'AtcacM 

\)irjr TUàg'jtfeficett^'wbcm |iiiw4teii) >f6 àmi)^ 

iud*f^ tot^éKàmibdùatiàiiiydB^iSMhtfi: Jifigikj, 
majl Csiil themin many Refpeâ»^' omit' iioilttBgi> 

; ;,':;,." , '' / T ^^«4^ '>V?^?^^ •-' 

n^fs toiqmôn to ail ùitta^m brooghf'^ip' 
at St(^\^^t tbèy JÎnuft àccatfpin themlÇâi^^ 
to do wi^JMit !<; anè miahml^s yoa Hkc^ihy 's^/ 
CrtUrf^Û\' crtlîugli fc^pik 4> wîtè WhaUTO^y^ 
^f^ to,;ïoiubj[^cfcBM' : Aa*ii^ 
Mrî$b 0^rÀi&«1^9 yve li#pe ir Aall fa&hQwand f 
thcn abte <o^4é if. * I fufpé^^tsd^oii of in^ofièg 
lipon mei^',ï^i«a'lïo'W'è!irf'td*^^^^^^ 

Li . takcn. 



^ 



(.163); 

« 
ttken. Tho'. yoQ -are not .yery old^ I beIîev<iTDii 

are fufficlendy a<^iiainted,with the Naturp of (pî* 

rituai Mattcb to kiaoW« that 'ds libt in the rdîfh 

for Devodon that Ae Sofidltv T>f . it coofiffs. As 

Tong as yôu. are wbat yoa ought to bé, jwt wiU 

certâinly be very agreeable Co God^ and yoi^ 

kaow k better than I can teU you. Yéu will oF* 

teit bave Occafion to comfolrt Nùlié Qpon that 

Hiead. Wc IhoidJ ^bc aAl ' ôf us elrtffcmely un- 

happy if our Salvatloii depended on a' iènfibla 

Fervoùr» wbich ^tls not irf oùr Power to com-* 

Moofieur (k Ch/mùllard hzsjnft fient ttie Wordr 
tbat I (hall receivc, next Mafiday^ the fcvcn 

Thoufand, Livrçs t aikedof him, /or yûj)if tiL 
wbûlfB Hajuds do you fjîû(e 1 Xbould pla^e^ it ?. 
Make good Ufe pf d^i&.^um i;^you,xpiaj^ not (fio-^ 
^ajkly receiye.agifater. Éonfid^wcllwl^i^tqpf 
yolà/i4»^^ fNFQCd^ Affiftance, foip fs^ir of en^ 
^ffijB9&^ ^y thii^g .«M^ JFO^r Strebgtb» or anyt 

\ ^ai^, U\tA0Htpnilili^4 y^' ffWWjr. Ibr.tWni 
Ml»pRjaîiflr'W/|hfcJfe^ attefBçM*«yi 

thti% of ;^kiin4 #K«e» l <ami^ê»£<NNn< Sut <( 
tfiîMig^ 1 4i4 iaiV^ry.goOd^thîl»^dn;belfiing yoi» 
tD.nr^eAaWfikj^uriidaiife^i e IMxit tett you tbt« 
tj» i^ifiean t)ial>QM»^.'entitledtto.y0uriTlianlcs« 

\m tfy feiryou &(i iUJWLbaïdâi; i«; :tt> ^procute .ackjn 

Ai&ftance 



• > « 



\ 



( ^ ) 

Affinance for yôu^ pd that tUs is'dxclaftjrois are 
to éxpeSt frôm .nfc/ ^l*or Ac fcturc t flSalI do 
xio more thàn pay very pandually {ne renfiofis 
of my Girls» tbe Number of whbjaiï wIII roôn 
be confiderat^le» if Miideaioirelle d^Ànmale con- 
tinues to go on as ihe lias oegun ; for fhe thinks 
of nothing l^lit of 4^coytng t^j^in .%m ^/. Cyr. 
^ Wben I fpokfB . to you of your Récréations, 
I. tbougbt that ail your Nuns amufedtheni^Ites 
tôgethei:. : You inuft not fprcte themrtondo <o 5 
but be' perfnaded it vl^oiikf to% &r< th^mèft ré^ 
lar'ii^dadvantaçedOfSPfAariil#r. Iti bsvie dôM^toy 
Good ae fir. C>r^ il miM^be^aU attnbutedtoîîi^ 
Aâiduity to. affift. ât thèir Jlccreatifons. 'Tis 
inëA uiat a ;Si^r|or.may expeâ, by Uer Çoift^ 
plaiâlieeb t6 f^ the Love ef/her Nufts.; 'tls 
thehl ib^e mayexpèâ to geétc^âmtéd wkh fteir 
Tempersy and to ditet up thett l^rtt»i'*û« 
then fliê may oocafîoniiUy drèp fto^ïtvMasiih^» 
Ihat inay^ihate d^^lP'Pt'C^i^s d)aR/^udied 
£xh6rtati<^né'; %$ tWthat*ftrveè to ohiltcr » Sur 
^br "JirMi tfaer Niteàr;^tts thtiMAiat maimakia 
à (iarmoay betWeeh a^l theM^^bersof aH^^I 
%& this 4ha^ pMtdiUs PsnrrkiMiîei^ fél^ftf Qon- 
▼erfition^y^angèrons^and tDdifevçcit CorîfideticeS) 
«nd Murmurings that. are AiU moce dangesous^ 
NuniF' diat bave two Hours a Daiy tousibend 
Ibeir Mind$, liave no grtat Tbaiptatioil to wifli 
. j :. for 



for more Amnfrnuf nt> And hoir nnny V^t^et 
sns^not a Saperiot find ia Opportunity of pnc^ 
fimig ther^ on Account of tlie Q>ntnuUâioii9 
Ibe.is liâble to meet wîtiu . 






t^ETTËR C' 

faPUJI Kips has put yo^ pn tbe Lift of Ms^ 
. "^ .^f of '>» Campa and Arômes, andj^ou 
^jft receivie yoMr Çogipniffion froiaMonfieur df 
Caiinai^ wbo fetal ont ia9^e4îately to t:|]cîç. upop 
hiai thç,Conunand of tbe Tropp» in PUdmmt. 
You wîU now no longer hav^ 9^y Occafio^ for 
what you caS my Pretetton^ tkç KIng {limfelf 
for .the fûturâ, will tako tare of your Fortune. 
Let aU your Thanks for this Succefs be given 
toGodifoaiid confider that, about four Years 
fince* you wcrfc * AO more than a Captaih, and 
Aat too wlthout thj5 Icaft Hopcs of Promotion. 
1 am vcry glad to hcar that you are plcafcd wxth 
Mônfficur fAubigny^ Who, I tcckon, wîU not bc 
difpléafed at thc Turif that your Affaiïs and hîs 
ownliave Utcly taken. Lofe no Opportunity cf 
difttnguifliing 7ourfclt Your Services wi» bc 
taltei: Notice of; ând^thcrclwll notbe *anting 
imprpvç t)ieffi to jour Adjtaatagp. 

- 'Ti« 



^TU wUH great^^uâ^uKs.Ihitendeddleiii 
tW Ui(i>ofA|i .of Pofts ind Places ; yct 1 accept 
t\\t 0((ct yovî maikè me in i^pnd to 7010* &q^ 
nit|\|| Md I «ootp( of it witk tfae gecatcr HeiU 
lure^ «s I Kttpe yw wiS Jiot. bt^agÊoA junj^ 
iy^^ pN)viied «he Wife wbofè'Lors ftm mkw 
ttft^ yts ifcot ^aMàetçd:f9êinéi§bnimtù die 
ttA d[ Imt Ses. Lîtde Simiam ihall fideejfisr 
l^^stMA» ** r>^ ^^ Mbihér^. Y« itiH 
fir>^ tn he^ibtli) fitadtar^ Ybiitft, fttutiaitetnpe- 

Thb faft Arûdtt '^îàkJfÊst itidt 



ftWe, in,.. Point, of Temper, /oj» a? ip anyfWqg 
elfe, flie i^,fir«de^t^ «^^Fft^pfevis.i.ii},^^.,/^ 

felf 






^ftc inïght "oroiabifc .hcneîC. A9- X«ior»tipns^oC * v 
Famiijw. t iim thproi^l^ fjoç^Vincpd of heir Re- 

f^(i îbr lile^and th^i) .if I rcquîrçd i^ (hewouîd 

'mAilj iacn£:e tq m^ t^é'^K/IatcK I prppofV^. ^ 
€veh a.mûre gov^Ut^eous one. ,yn, Bhr&dcl 

^ïiafre*the*gbateft*Âfte(&:iâA W ïief j but flw hgs 
netcher the Age aor trie TTeaiper requiute for 
ùk^ Charaâer in whtch I ihould want ht^r. I 
joraft bav^lterfofv^ tkalt ^éiir&iniî mire of do» 
ingrtiiijr fiofioefs. l^acL of makiag her own For« 
tune, or taklng Kér PleaTdrès» ' 'BèiiâeSy we muft 
livc at ÇoMTt . fwt|i.ftr(9p?',ef ''al^f)i^ttpnj, 

-aiid pfteR:^itj3L:Vi»Py#^eVor^ 

rièllc^ ..•.r^ ^isi^n gFoavF^vçut wulj;^hç Coua- 

feilês f - ^HârVHu(UU)d i^flgme to k^t^^n^ to be 

Kînilateck in .^n Emplpyment; thi^^/jf p^ay not 

a^p^ito )^e Olj^ off .the Conçlif ÎQM qt: hîs Mnç- 

r»^* ') gavetnjr'Cç|i^fent<t0hîs:t^ng'thisSt€p, 

land'tQO^ hiS'Wcfd'forhisÇoaipljaiKe. Made- 

rtooiklÎQ dfv. f.^l:i/^ppf^^ mç thp 

lô^<« DaK^ at à., Wifï^w çf ffly» Ap^rtmpt at 

JUbrlu ftom 'whîch tbcrc ,is a Prpfpea of .the 

âas'CïaRlëiis^-iKlongtng; to- th^tCaftlç, I faid to 



r ^«ttiÊlaiiajBâ. 

« Rofai 



^ Rojai will fome time hetioe ^re . yM .^Mte 
*^ Pleafuré than ail you ' now fee.** She vagr 
bluntly anfWered» ^ t am verj fur fix>m thinkk^ 

^ fo.* I toolc 116 Notice of her Àorwer, but ilie 
Wiav^ as if fhe wat worth tarent^ ThoidSuMl 
Livres aYear» and aa if 1 waated tomrrjrher 
to a beggar*; whereas, betwtén jou ani me» flie 

;is fàr from beiiig a |iroper Match for him^ ia 

* Wbatever Light we coniider her t« 

L E T T E R en. 

To Maicme dé Brînon. 

\ . . . j. . 

tT Aflure yeu^ Mtfdam» I àiti ^ttàùfwncehiei 

at Madame de Motabéf Côndidôti, I fliall 

Icft tu> Opportànitjr of folHdting* the - King in 

her Favour^ and if fhe comes hère, I will en- 

^earour io convince her how âwch I hftve hér 

-Interdl at Heart. Tis no éafy Matter to get 

«Acccfs to me : I bave more AflUrs upon my 

if ands than ever ; fréquent Journeys to Marû 

"dirow me bdiind-hand in my Bufindf. At 

St. Gjff àhne Atxc b énbugh to employ tnê, had 

I nothing elfe to thiiik of. We are about 

to eftablifli Miffionaries there. We hare aîready 

a Bffhop» and ar pious one; - WW muil buâd 

^ t WeouiftexceptftladaACiiirMUMPw 

<Àptit» 
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* t t « t ■ - - ■• 

Apartments for thefe Miflîonarîes,. àn^ hâve ob- 
tained the Pope\Confçnt for that Purpofe. Judge 
^éiïf if I amjiot well taken up, , indepenÔant of 
Ihe Attention requifîtis to the Bufinefs wlthîn 
pooft. I hâve giy.^,^yaur^ Lettvs^.t9^ t^^e 
CanoneTs, whô is more devout, more ah- 
fent, môre jovcly, more tKoiightlefs than eyef. 
Mademoiselle S^Jubigny ïs extremcly good,^ 
and much improved in evcry Rcfpefl, Shè 
is net only. well în{lru^e4 . îa .,the Duties of 
Religion, init lias a due Senfe of . her Obli* 
gation to çomply wîth; them. You hâve 
now had, Kiadàm, ail the News À. Cjr can 
fi^ppIy,S,^ba!|i. of VerfûilUs is excellent. The 
King's Healt^ ^nd Holinefs are daiiy increafing. 
riety is corne gfcatly^rntq Fafliion. God gcatit 
it may tal^e ]^ooCfintheHean:s of ail thofe, who 
% pi:er^t of»Ijf;ç.inake a Shew pf it to pleaib vs I, 
\\^^ fliall foon fake an, eight-Days-Trip to Gom^ 
p^igi^^ I.wlih pfoul^.^xcafiç vay(ài froiu going^ 
but^ aoi çveq; Day infbrmed, by a g^ac Num-;' 
ber of«wSayits^> whb viiît us from tîme to time, 
thatweinufti-ehouncéourowh Wiilv and chear- 
ifjàly obey the Almighty's, . Madiêmoifélle de 
Ma/ffiHy i^ûuld hâve it,, that; Su Qr î& at laft 
come io^ V^ue. You» who iixed iier there» 
canhot but knèw this Evént is of à itiuch'êarlier 
Date. I Ihall never départ froih thêfé Senti-' 
Vol. il I ments 
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ments <^ Love and Efteem I ever enterbiinei 

• • • 

for you. I hâve made too ilight mention of our 
Blfiiop, confidcring how well you know hîm : 
The King had never fccn his Face : Not a fmglc 
Soûl herc knew cven his Name ; yet his Nomi- 
nation is univerfally approved of by People 
of Merit. Himfelf alone is really concerned at 
it i and thts Elévation has only ferved to increafe 
his Humility. . 

L ET TER icill. 

To Madame de Brinon. 

TJ A S Madame de Cantelue left ofF vîfiting the 
' Chancelier ? I Ihall be vtry glad to fce her, 
whenever fhe pleafes. You know my Tafte, 
Madam, and the Efteèm I hâve for her. To 
oblige you ^one, I would uhdertake Things of 
more Difficulty. Sînce the World îs fo far în- 
toxicated with Favour, as to value nothing but 
Whatcarries the Marks of ît*, I wîfli every Ac- 

* By confvlting the Mcmotn of Madame di MûàU" 
ttnoH^ the Reader will find how œuch even the Ap- 
pearance of this Lady's Faveur was valaed j and be 
informed of à pleâfant Stratagem made afe of by a 
certain Lady, to procure herfelf the Happinefs of 
beinc thooght to have a Sbafe in Madame de Maim^ 
tenons good Grâces. 

lion 
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tion and Word of mine might prove of Service 
to Tome one or other. I can give your Friend 
but a Moment 3 nor is it requifite (he jfhould 
hâve more : Appearances alone will anfwef her 
Purpore. After ail, it muft be allowed a Hap*- 
prnefs to be able to do Good» by juft expre/Bng 
an Inclination to do it» Monfieur and Madame 
de Pontchartrain are People of Merit. Our ntvf 
Novice is now as eafy in her Mind, as you hâve 
known her otherwife. lîer Vivacity is abated, 
and we (hall make of her one of the mofi; amiable ' 
Saints in the whole World» She has been well 
conduded by the Bifhop oî Chartres* Adieu, my 
dear. My Letter Is {hort, but you would not.be 
a^igry wîth me for it, did you know wherc f 
Write it. . 

LETTE-R CIV.' |^) 

To Maréchal de Tcfle. ^^<ù'^ 

Su CyTy February lo^ 1706. 

>npIS/ impoffible Monfieur le Maréchale that 
. '^ you ihould ferioufly afpire to be forgot. 
You are qn the Stage, appearing in a great, 
Charaâer | and you appear in it with . ûxtra* 
ardinary Talents s ail Europe is interefted in your 
Behaviour, and has its £yes fixed upon jtqu. It ï% 

certain that the Âffiârs in^rufted to yqy^ Ç^^H 

I 2 ' hâve 
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have a moll difagreeâble AlpeS; but ît is 
€qually certain that you will exert ydurfelf, that 
you, wîll not be judged of by Events,' and that 
îct what iyill happen, your Zeal WlU be remem- 
ber^d. I kno>ir Madame desUrfinsçsinnot be more 
at her Eafe than you are yourfclf ; and I cnvy 
the Place of the Favourité as lîttle as I do that 
of the Ambaflador. A ftriâ Union can alone 
make you feappy. ; You ail gîve the faijie Ac* 
tpupt neàrly, and therèby*. fave the Kipg the 
'Troubïe he formierly ufpj to have to diftînguîfh 
Truth Yrpm I^lfehpod^* This Circumftance 
alone is fomc Comfoçtj and tho* Thing^ are îa 
(q bad a W«y, W çweâ; great Ma^lers frôm 
your CâpacTty^ and* Readincfs tb find ôut propcf ' 
Expédients. We have not feen Madame isb Mûu^ 
ievrier this lopg tin\e paft j M5 a Lofe. for her- 

as for us^ I have recéived a Lctter v 
from Abbé de' TejJÏ^ worthy bf the Son of Polite- 
jiefs^himfelf; and wasglad to hear of your eldeft 
Son*s Marriage. I don't kftow, if People îa 
Èpain give otit, as they do in othcf Countrics,* 
that the îting's Health is ^uîtc çorte ; I t^in af- 
dire yod, Hc hever was better, and that he has 
not the leaâ! Coihplaitit. I don't tell you this ta 
an^werany polittca] Purpofe,' but merely l>ecaiiie» 
ï îcnoW ydu toiiave a gt«4t AfFeâion foi; him. Oiic 
^^'Si!^ |n)wb eveiy Day môre andf iiu»re lovelyy 
'î - * and 
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and KOuU bç perfçS in every Hefpeit, wcre-.it 

. npt for Lanfcjuenet ♦. As to ' my Healtli ,it jis 
gone.-: I hâve hbouied undcr.a.flightFpyer thefe 

, four Years paft, almoft without the Iczfi Refpixe» 
and am grown fo weiak^ thât I /m unable (o 
Write. I never am at a Lofs for Secretaries at 
Su Qr, tho' this Time am afiraîd 1 have'mado 
Choice of a very bad one. Bè perfuaded Mon- 
fieur le Maréchaly tliat, let my Condition be 
what it wiU, my Regard for you will bc una^- 
terable* 

hET X E R CV. 

• * r 

To the' Maréchal de Chateau-Benaud. 

T Hope, Morifieur le Maréchal^ that yoû wîll 
not be difpleafed at my requcftîng the Favour 
of you to fce Juftice donc to a Gentleman bf 
Britanny^ caHed Monfieur Duval-Pinard, I really 
thifik ht bas been injured.. Some Months ago 
hc waa elcdlcd Captaitt of thé Militia of his Pà- 
rifh, ând hîs Eleélion was approved of -by the 
- Count A Toulûufij ^vho gave him Orders to pre- 

* 'Tis pleafant to obferve, in the Memoirs we hâve 
Ib freqaently cited, that fhe ufed to borrow Moncy 
«pôn her Jewels, to cxtricate this Prinçefs from the 
Dtfficolties iotowhich her Love of Lanfqticnet rot 
liiiâreqiQectIy xavolved her. . . > 

I 3 fent 
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fent himrelf to you, in order to obtain your Ap- 
probation, whîch you readily ffaewed, by lettîng 
him know, that hc had nothîng to do but to 
return to his ParîOi, in order to be receîved 
there, and excrcife his Funâions. It appears 

that, on tbis Occafion, he failçd in fome Part of 
the Ceremony due to Morideur Les:erJot du Parcy 
who aâs there as Captain-General,ançl by whom 
he fliould hâve been inftalled : ButJ can't help 
thinking that this h'ttlc Fallure of Refpçû'has 
been refcntcd with too much Severity ; Mon- 
lieur Lezerdot having caballed with the Parifti- 
Prîeft to dîfpoflèrsMonfieurD^^W, and toproceed 
to another Eleâion, which is irrcgular, and of 
which the Inhabitants themfelves complaîn.When 
I applied for Juftice to the Count de Ttndot^ey 
I was informed. Sir, that Recourfe mufl be had 
to you, to whom the Decifion of Things of this 
Sort belong, as Commander in Chief in that 
Province. I don't know any one that I would 

. rather apply to than yourfelf, not only to ob- 
tain Juftice, but Favour for the Gentleman 
in Queftion, in café he wanted ' any<i But 

' mcthinks that, as he was once eleâed and in- 
ftalled, ît would be ofFering him a great Indig- 
nity, and ruining him in the Eycs of his Pro- 
vince, to ftrip him of his Employment \ and with- 
out his having done any thing to dcferve fp fevere 

a Treat' 



( ^75 ) 
a Trcatment. A Gentleman's Honour îs, în my 
Opinion, ibmething fo very delicatei that I 
could not refufe my Proteélion. I hope, therc- 
fore, you will immediately gîvc Orders to 
reînftaw him ; and tho' your doing fo will be 
nothing more than an Aft of Juftice, I (hall 
conflder it as a Favour donc to me ; and as a 
Mark of your Friendfhip, which I (hall always 
dépend upon. 

L E T T E R CVI. 

Te tke famé. 

Mar-ch 4, 1706. 
VT O U will fînd me flill more obftinatc in Rc- 
gard to your receiving as Penfloners, grown- 
up-Girls. I Ihould be bettcr pleafed that half 
your Houfe was empty, than that you fillcd it 
with dangerous Menlbers ; andr^hefe great GirU 
are fo dangerous that the B^fliops are obliged to 
forbid the Convents, without Exception, to take 
them in. I don't mean Women who areold 
enough to think ferioufly of retiiing from the 
World. As to thofe who arc fond of Drefs, 
Who fréquent the Parlours, wh« find the Time 
beavy, who receive Vifits from the Nuns, no 
Profpeâ: of Intereft fhould induce you to admit 
them» 

I 4 It 
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It would be both unjuft and indifcreet of jou 
to fcll the Contrads of your Nuns in order to 
pay the Debts of your Convent ; unjuft by ex- 
pofing them to the Danger of \^^anting eveiy 
thing/ and of being obliged to fee)c for Shelter 
among their Relations, in café your Houfe fhould 
bappen to fall to Decay ; indifcreet by not deriv- 
îng from their Portions an Income, which is the 
real Property of every Nun in partîcular, and 
of ail of them in gênerai. I know that fome 
Convents make no Scruple of fuch Sales, and 
that it is become a Proverb, 7hût they every Year 
eat one or two of their Nuns. But Jefts wi)l not 
pafs at the.Day of Judgmentj and thefe are 
Sins which I intended to mention among ^he 
Heads of Sélf-examination for Nuns, w^icti I had 
Thoughts of côUefting. *Tis not enough, my 
dear Daughter, to be uprlght in oîir Difcourfe, 
We m^ift aim at being fo in ail our Allions, and 
not fuffer ourfelves to be hurried away by thé 
Torrent of bad Cuftoms, which wîll never ex* 
cufe us in the Sîght of God. 
* I am not better qualified to judgc of Inclina- 
tions, than of Vocations io a rèlïgious Life a but 
am pf Opinion Things fliould be donc léifurely, 
ând without Compulfion. Yôu labour too much, 
and fleep'too little. Monfieur Façon can prefcribe 
nothing ïn fuch a Café. How càh you poffibly 

• ht 



Be fy preffing for my Hand-writing, at the Ex- 
pence of my Health ? Folfy like" this "Wôûld 6e 
pardonablc in one of the ybung Ladiés of Si.'Cyr^^ 
bût în a venferablé Abbefs ! Howévcr, I ia- 

'diîl^ y6u^ wîth famé of thié favourité Writing, 
that I may tell you hbw tendèrîy I love you« 
Inclofed is a Letter,- 

t 1 * 

For Mademoifelk d,e Gbamplebon. 

... . Ki 

•*-ClNCE God has becn pleafed to reftore 
** you your Health 2tt Gomfr-Fmtainefy and 
•* at the famé Time to ipjfprre .you . wit^l a De- 
" fire of reroainirig there, 'tis there moft pro* 
bably, my dear Child, he would hav€ you 
give yourfelf up to him. Think weU upon 
it however, before you engage, and if your 
Vocation continues, oiFerjour^ Sacrifice ; but 
let it, I, befeech you, be.without Refer^. 
** Thînk not of it, (like too many ^ong tjie 
**- Nuns) as of ^n empty Ceremony.- Die ta 
" the World. Take it not up at theParlour, 
" aftcr having renounced it at thé Gràte. . Hâte 
it as theEnemy oT J. €• It alrcady ftai^diB 
condemned on Account of Jts Sc^^als; ^ Bfe- 
" fpife its Vahities and ib Maxims, apd cndea- 
•* voiir on évery Occafibh to Torm your Judg- 
^< ment by the; Rule§ of the Go^i Nunt are 

I 5 ^'tbo 
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<< too apt to think the World happy ; Chey doat 
*^ on its Pomps, its Magnificence, its Trap- 
«< pings ; whilft die World itfelf, fcandalized at 
<( fuch Want of Piety, is furprized to find it 
«< can ftiU hâve Charms.'' 

L E T T E R CVII. 

To tle famé. 

Maj 25, 1706. 
Tk/T AD AME de Bamevaly Mother to the two 
lîtde Irijh Gixh I fcnt you, îs defirous alfa 

' of rcfaring înto yoiir Houfc. She îs a Woman 
of Quality both by Bîrth «nd Marrîage. She 
doats on Convents, and has been always uffed ta 
live in them, durîng her Hufband*s Abfence with 
the Army. She now refufes cvcry other OiFer 
tifat bas' been made her. She is young,. well- 
màde, and greatTy refpeâed at the Court of Eng- 
Idnd, She is as yet a Stranger to Want ; for ti» 
from very eafy Cîrcumftances that fhe fées her- 
fcif ail at once plunging into the greateil Indi- 

' gettcc* The mpft fliecan aiFord to pay is fouir 
Hundred Livres a Year * for hcrfclf and a Ser- 

' Vaut, which {he can^t as yet do without^ Con- 

" This PenjKoB was paid by Madajne dtMain^ 

fider 
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fider, Madam, what you can do upon thîs Occ'a- 
cafion, and be perfuaded 'tis indiffèrent to me 
^hether you receive her or not; but, if you rc- 
ceive her, be particular in mentioning ail tlie 
Conditions of Agreement; whicfa after ail* need- 
not be indiflbluble. 

Let your Conduâ be uprïglit, my dear AB- 
Befs i do nothing to defcrve Cenfure ; and thcn\ 
fiifFer with Patience the Reproaches of Scandai.- 
Truth will not long Bear to Be ftiffledl 

I am not ofFended' with you for fpeakihg in 
Favour of Monfieur SeanUeu ;• But I can*t ferve 
him. I hâve (aken a Reiblution never to aïk for 
a Bénéfice ; indeed- were I to afk for this, I 
fiiould not *obtain. it. 'Tîs. your holy Cardi^ 
nal's Bufinefs to apply in bis Fàvour, or 
to ^ve him one hinifelf. Let every* one mind' 
. hi« own Bufinefs. 

The: Vcrfes eompoCedl^ agaihfl jrOH, Madam, 
, are really tp'your .Honotir.- Happy are thofe who* 
liifFçr fof^ tbe :Sakife of Juftice^^ 

I am very forry for the Diforder tbat' prcvails 
in your Houfe, tho' no way furprîzed'at it. No- 
thing but the greairofir Regularity can~get the bet- 
t&r of it^ and prevept thjK lUce for the future ; 
. and this' ihould be the ooaftaBj^ Sniploy.nsient i)f 
your Life. Dbn't bé ready toicreditcvery Re- 
' Borti firft examine them well^ an4> once ar* 

rivfd 
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r^yj ut a C enal igr , fcmove every ,Occafion of 
M khicf. 3f vM ««â fleadiiy .m this Refpeâ, 
if von prav torjwr Nuns, if they ican difcbver 
nrkîhinc J'î vitt but Patience and Mildncfe, they 
muft !«^ v^rt jerverfe^fndeed, Jf tliey re'turn not 
to ttwi i^*i7' Ëut<j6d ialone kpows thé Time 
V'hen r1«c e fo ba^pen , 




î>-»<'t]r, and ît îs bur.Duty to relievè her. 

!lL^ not amifs that a^uperior fhould bê a little 

Ciçtcious, provided ffié hèrfelf is fenfible of Ke- 

i)gfo) inS^ tâii Hiriaêr.JtfieVs frorii'perceivîng 

^ Vôu caii't haVe tdô' wAch'ftil iari Eyé orcr 

'•Quf Commûiiity : But I fiav% àlway^ foûnd tliat 

î5\€f beft Way of eflâblîffiing* and maintainmg 

Rcgularity in Convents, îs by hàvîng notliinglat 

9tll to fay to Men, let thembe what they will. 

JLawyers, Eccïcriaftkltss Servants, Pcafants, the 

yoùng, the'old, thé wèll-ihSKÎe, iartd the îU-Inade, 

Maflers, Scholar^, ail mày be dângerouî, ahd 

y ou cari névcr ufe too much Précaution. 'Oppofe 

folutcîy *the Admittance of Peôple from abroid 

înto yoin- Houfe ; make ^he Parlours ^d di&greè- 

able as you Wn ; réad ail the LietUrs that go in 

-or ou*. Voii' ât^ ïrtthé Righ't to thfck there. is 

Tonîi^hing '^f Self-Iovcl bi ti^flfibg td'fte your 
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Work pcrfeâ ; that ît ncvcr will bc fo, you may 
i>e certïni; as àlfè' t&tttSdâtcqûirês ncjtbingbore 
from jèu tKan your éàrtièft Sndeattottrff. i pky 
you gfeatly for' lôTing MadémoUelIe if ^i0fttE&. 
You <caA tom&ïor'aGîrrofiier'.Tejnper aod 
gobd • S^Ie : ' If you kuôw fitcK anoth'èr, fe|id 
her fo me at an^-rate ^ I will mskt of Hér a uAo^ 
raUe Èady a( 5/. £^/V* 

L E T T E R CVIII. 

T0 M}<i^i»< de Mpn^n *. 

yOUR Lctter,Madam,çivc8 me great Plca- 
, fure^ and the çrefent conveys to you roy 
thankfi)! Ackadwledgaieiits for it. If you thînk 
fo yçry higjbly ofmy Ëfleem, you canndt but be 
bappy, for yoii gre indeed in thé Pofleffion bf it ; 
nay, aad to a èi'eater,;Deçree than one of 
your Age may appear to be întitled. I mây 
be euilty of Excêfe in thïs reipçft, bût what 
we fee in our younser Days, moula m^ake us 
admire thofe.who çfcape the Influence ôf fuch 
bad Examples. Continue yoUr Eiideavours, nîy 
dear Daùshtei', to confirm yourReputation more 

' . » • '- . . . • ^ 

• Under tbe Diteâîon of Madltmt ^eMaintenùn, 

and afcerwards Lady of thc Palace to one ofthcPirîn- 

ccflcs. , 

and 



and mbre^ Yis a T/îÇafurc ypu wlll oneDayB^ 
overjoyed to hâve acqulreda. and what nothiag 
can reftore to you, Ihould you hâve the Misfor- 
tone to lofe k. Enjoy the Happineis of being 
in a Faniily fîill of Honoitr and Virtue. You 

' do wcU to admire youi; Children, for tbey are 
indeed worthy of your Adoiiration. Acquaint 
me with fome of their little Aâions and Say- 
ijigs. r love ypu wcll enough to Ifcften with hîgh^ 
Pleaftwe ta any thing you (hall hâve to fay on; 
that Head. Shoûld you diltovcr your Foible, how 
very pardonahle an one ! Their Grand^mothcr 
of thîs Cbuntry îs now ^ çailed' * Jgathemeter, 
'Tîs a Greek Namé givcn hcr TX^Marlu ' Call 
her fo in your fîrft Lctter ; the Jbke wîli do very 
vrelh I embrace yoa, my dear Daughtcr. Ailtire 

' air the Montgons^ tliat r^efpeA* you not die kfs 
for tàkihg a Liberty wfth you ; and remember 
my Compliments to your Father-ih-law. I dure 
jaot fay any thing to your Mother-în-Iâw,' asi 

. havc not the Honoiir of béîng' kriown to her ; 
tho* r flatter ihyïèlf, I môlt* hâve That of know- 
ing her^ from ail you tell' me, &c» 

* Signifying G99él' MithiT^ Probably Madame^ 

Mawtenon means herfelf, who was indeed a Mother i 

to aJl the yc^vmg, Ladiçs ^e toolq Care-of. Seeher i 

Membira» . ' . : . * . ^ i 

L E T T E R 
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To A&dame de Montgon. 

SepteftAer i6v 
>TpIS true, mj *ar Daughter, that jovl are 
wcU fctded, and thatyour J07 on Ae 
Occafîon would be much greater, Svi you know 
the King'sGoodnefs in contributing to yourHap« 
pinefs ; but I need not excite you to Gratitude ; 
I rather defire you fiiould look higher. You owe 
ail your Happineft'to Ood }» V13 him that fixes^ 
you with a young Princefs who is one Day to fill 
a Throne. You are with Wbmen who are botht 
prudent and pious ^ and no Doubt he requises 
you fhoutd follow thèir Example, and will afFord* 
you Gracé for that Purpofe. Iknow what Good 
Impreffions hâve been made on your H'eart, and 
that nothing hinders you but haman Refpeâ:. 
You muft take Courage. You are now, in a 
manner, freçd from eveiy Tcmptation to Remif- 
nefi. Think ferîoufly of complying with your 
Duty at Court, which, jôiAed to youf Family 
Concerns, will be enough to take* up ail yoùr 
Time. Begin to ferve God with that wortBy 
Mother-în-law, whofè Virtues you fo much ad- 
mire; and return to ûs (b altéred', that youi 
may not be diftingiiiflied from the reft of 

• the 



the young Ladies belonging to your Pnncefs.- 
Forgive thîs Liberty, o/ preacbîng^ to you; 
impute it to''the-'Tendernefs^ I have for you^ 
the Senfe of which you are always pleafed to 
teftify. Thé Duke of Maine could not an- 
ftyer youi Hâve fome Indulgence for your 
. quondam \\Xi\^ Brother. You-may coMe baçk 
lyhçn you pleafe. y^9 fliall not return from- 
Jimtainebkau tilï the jBth or i oth of iViw/^»?^^, 
unieis ahy thing- happen that ;I do not at prç- 
fent forefee> (^a 

, ,fo the Jame'. 



• • «^ 
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[November 23, 1706; 

ICannot bear that Tr^defmen jlhould be defprfed' 
^ when thcy bave Virtues to recomp?end tjieip. 
We are not gôverned hère by luch Maximsi and^ 
'/ÎThinAS, wc findj-go the bettei: for it. 

Continue jour Endeàvouçs, iny dcar.Daugh- 
. ter, to eft^bliih in yoùr.Convent a good Spirit ; 
the Spirit of God, the Spirit Qf.JDiiinterefled* 
nefs, the Spirit of Uprîghtnefs, ^he. Spirit pf So- 
litude, the Spirit o^ Obédience, the Spirit of 
Pennance, ithe ^Spirit of eyery thinjg /{èat i$ 
commcndabïc, .'Oh ! boW. thç',Cônvent§ where 
. . . .fuch 



fiicfa a S^rit docs not pctraH, 231e ta bc puki 
for thcir Igaonmoe of thc Gofyd ! TVn- îove 
thc WcmM, Acy admire îl, Acr dùnk it K<ppv» 
they hift aftcr hs Rkhes. Thcr cfterm Gran- 
deur ; tfaey dcfpîfe thc Poor. Does h bccome 
Nuns to be afliamed of lêctiig their Relations 
in a mean Drefe ; or, to pridc thcmièlvcs in bcing 
Vifited by them in gàudy Appard ; to be anxious 
a\>out hearing of Fafhions ; to be tranfpoited whcn 
thc koyal Family happcns to bc thc Topic, and 
never to mention a Word of God to thc Sccu* 
lars, who hâve Occafion to enter thc* Houfc, or 
corne to vifit them ? Wcrc I to examine the 
Conduâ of Abbcffes, .1 ïhould Hhd cqual Rcaroa 
to déplore theîr Ignorance j* btit, Thâhks be tb 
God, you'kriow your Obligation! iF you will 
promife iaetoread St. Francis 'Je Sales witnoutt)^- 
ing ' difguRed ' àt His obîolete Lariguage, and ta 
adopt his Splrit, Iwill fend you bis. Worics. 
'^ Is Madèmôifelle de N . . . ^ . mortiiîcd, or to 
expreis *it bettéri hûmbled at thePovcrty of hcr 
ï*amily? Pon't the Làdies of St. Cyr givc 
'ProoFs of Poveriy, as well as of Nobility ?• And 
is it poflîble that Girls, who hâve Courage 
enough to.'fecrifice themfelves to God, by thc 
moK folemn Vows, fhould be afràid of owning 
tbemfelvés poor in thc Face of thc whôlc Woild. 

Wbiijjci 



( ï86 ) 

Whjfpcr your rich, Tr^deiincn's Daughter^, 
that if Things' wjere in thcir proptcr Order, thejr 
would be che CbambeiMnaiids of thefe poor 
young Ladîes of ÇiuaUty ; but, ai the fauie timc, 
tell ypur young J^s^dies pf Quality, în thc 
ftrongeft Terms, that they ought to kifs wich 
Joy the Fect of . thefc Tradefmen's Daughter% 
and that ail are equal in the Sight of God. 

You arç very much to blame^my dcar Daugh- 
ter, for being fo ready to Ict Sèculars corne into . 
your Houfe, 'Tis one of the grcateft Mifchîefs : 
I fhoiîld ne ver hâve done, did I oncèbegin to 
enunierate thcm. St. Cyr owes ail it*s Régula- 
rîty to my Care în depriving the Ladîes of ail 
manner of , Communication wîth the World. 
They nevef (peak to âny of the Court Ladies j 
lîor do I ever lofe Sight of thofe whofeVifits I re- 
ceive there. The young. Xradies of St. Cyr are 
priviledged by tlie King^s Patent to difpofe of 
the Portion he gî vcs them, and are not oblîged 
to gain thcir Parents Confent. ' Monfiéiir de Voi^ 
fin * was, a few Days agb, confulted on this 
Head. 

As to the Précautions requifite for the Salva- 
tion of Soûls, I believe they confift in depriving 
them of evcry Opportunity of lofmg themfelves. 

* Temporal Diredlor of ^/. Le^. See Madame 
ii Mainten<m*9 Memoîn^ 
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'Tis herc wc muft eut to the quîck. No Indul- 
gence Is allowable when Sîn can be avoided. 
h it not furpri^ing that tbefe poor unthinking 
Créatures, whofc Ruin you prevented, fliouldhe 
greatly troubled at the Meafures taken for their 
Good, But fuch Meafures muft be fwectened 
with Charity, fo as to convince tbem of the Rca- 
Hty of your AfFeflion for them, and your Rea- 
dinefs to indulge thcm in every Thing that is in- 
difFercnt. 

The King has been informed of the Hand 
you had in the Bufinefs of Jrgen/olles, Nothing 
efcapes hini ^ but he regards you, I aflure you, 
not the lefs. 

You muft examine if the Faults you apprc- 
bend are of Confequence. I (hould be better 
pleafed fome little Miftakcs were commîtted in 
an Employmçnt, than that you did any thing to 
vex the old Nuns. But, on the other Hand, I 
had rather vex them than çxpofe them to Faults, 
agaînft that Regularity which you îhtend to efta- 
blifli. 

When a Nun feeks to pleafe the Men, you 
cannot be too ftriâ in deprîving her of every 
Opportunity of feeing them. Nothing but an 
entire Sequeftration can cure this Difeafe. In 
other Rcfpeâs you muft not behave wtth Harfti- 
nefs, or ever grieve any of them. You muft of- 

ten 



1 



\tn fpeak to them m privâte, tell them frankly 

'whait you rémark that is amifs in thém, begii» 

with the Faîlings that fôoneft require beîng rc- 

dreffed, àvoid mentionlng every thing at once^ 

• . • • _ * 

fcew no Surprîze at their Faults, expîiefs a great 
deal of Friendfliip for them^ convince them that 
' you are anfwerable for theîr Soûls in the Sight of 
God, that youare'forry to be obligea^ to give theia 
any Uneafinefsj* that 'tis your earlieft t)efire to- 
àflift them in workîng theîr Sahratîon, and give 
them withat fuch DemonftratioQ of ydur Affec- 
tion, as may let them fee you feek their Advan- 
tage in al} the Rçilraints you lay them under^ 
'Airs of ' Aifthority" mâkê ' no i'mpr^on* on 
the Heart : . The.Mildnefs of a Frierid is By 
ho meâns incompatible wîth the Stéddihefs of an 
Àbb'efs^ 

Your Nuns know not what they dd, when- 
they would hâve you lifteri to the Propôfals of 
the, prince of ,C(7«//'s Receîver. Thefé Pcople 
"would fain make their Fortune thrx)' my Intereft, 
but as I don't întend they fhould, f ftalT never 
amufe ihem with Hopes of ^obtaining it. Such 
a P'roceeduré îs not corififterit wîth Honoûr or 
Juftice. 'Tis-, not the Bufinefs of Convents to 
* ^er into Intrigues, bût rather to déplore thofe 

arecarried oain the WorlJ* 

im not (urprized at your,being fo well fatif- 

• » * * • . 

■ fiéd 
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fied wîth Maâàme de Bam'éoaU I fcarcc cver 
met wîth a more amiable Woman. 

Adîeu, Madam, I (hall always tell you what 
I thînk, for I nioft ^rdentty defire you fhould 
Tucceed in makîng yours a* Model for other 
Houfef, and yourfdf a Pitttcrn for other Ab* 
befïês. . 

. i, E t T E R CXL 

- « ^ ' • ■ 

yariuary 3, 1707» 

T Dôn^t qucftioii^ my âear Abtefs, the Sincc- 
rity of your WiÂes^, «or ôuglu you to que* 

ftion mine^ Let us bôth tîiink ferioufly on the 

— •• -- '- ''..'1 ' 

gireat Biifinefs of our. Sanâifîçation, .you, in 
wder to edify the World, and thofe retîred from 
it ; I, to apqpear bêfo're God whcnever he may 
pleafe to call me, 

The Nuns of the Vifitation, who pïanted 
ampng us hère the Spîrit of Religion, ^nd a 
Confidence îfl oiir Supjsriprs, ,taught us iikewife , 
thofe private. Conférences,, which bave anfwcred 
fo well'. I know 'tis not the Pradice in moft 

igîous Houfcs; where the givin^ up Accounts 
prefcribeii to thetlàdics of Su Mary is even coiifi- 
dere4 as a moft mortifying Obligation. * * îs 

not 
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hot of thts kind of mediçdical Coofcrences tbat 
l meant to fpeak to you, when I advifed you to 
vifit your Nuns in private. I would lay tfaem 
under no Reflrsùnts, but wouU reft fatbfied wîth 
ivhat thcy tell me of thek own accord. You • 
Vi'iW never be able to conduâ them to God 
otherwife than by thé Confidence you may en* 
gage them to repofe in you. You will never 
fucceed in your Endeavours to eftablifh. Regu* 
larity among them, but by tteatttig them in the 
moft affeâionate manner. And bow can you do 
ell thb without knowîng them 7 How can you 
know them without ever (êeing them in private ? 
How can you expeâ to be beloved, if you 
do net perfuade them, that they are equally 
dear to you ? How can you convince them of 
your Love, if you do net comfort the affliéled, 
fympathize with the (Ick, inflruâ the fcrupulous^ 
cheer the melancholy. Ail this will appear 
difficult to you, and it really is a difficult Taik, 
but 'tis the only Way to lay a iblid Foundation 
for good Government. The reft is but a mère 
extertor Arrangement. I agrée with you that 
'tis a very difagreeable Office j one muft fay a 
great many Things that appear quite needlefs ; ^ 
bear the Frowardnefi of fome, and the Stupidity 
of otherss and .ail this without lofing one*8 tern- 
ir , 

You 



y » 
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You cannot bear, you faj, that People (bould 
want Sincenty ; but 'tis a Failing to be met 
with in Convents. In every State of Life thofe 
who undertake to'govern« (hoald know how to Tuf- 
fer. The Refpea I propofe jrourNuns fhould pay 
you in this holy manner, differs widely from diat 
which a gr^at many Abbeflès require from theirs; 
but fuch Abbeflès muft likewife expeâ to meet 
with a quite différent Reward. 

Your Endeavours to infinuate yourfdf into 
thc Hearts'of your Nuns» in order to lead tbem. 
to God, will be amply rewarded, tho* they 
ibould rîot be crowned with Succefs, 

Your Houfe Will never be governed as it 
ought to be, till you govern it entîrely your- 
felfi Vdur Çonfeflbr ftiould refer ail your Nuns 
to you, except as to their fins, and not inter* 
meddle direftly or indireÔly wîth any thing elfe, 

You are too rèady, I thirik', to fubmit to my 
Advice : I ihould be better pleafed you exercifed 
your own Reafon, and even difputed a little. 
Tis not my Intention to. tyrannise. 

If your Cortfeflbf has Courage enough to Io«k 
me in the Face,'I hope he will accuftonfi him- 
fclf to me by Dcgrees. You fày you fpoke to 
thc Nun în'Queftîon, and that you will fpeak to 
her once more: You would be too happy in 
gaining her over by a Répétition oif twenty 
' Tlmci. 
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Times- Arm yourfdf,^ith'. Patience, if jou 
hax-c a Mind to do the Work pf . God. , J[ em- 
bracc ycu moft tcpdérly,.,and wiA yofi>^l ouç 
4c«r Dâught€rs. ' 

L E T T E R CXIL 



Il » 



JânaaryiL 1707. 

I AM tràtîfportcd, Madam, for the Joy you 

felt ât the Dake of Britanny'$ Birth. Mine 

was allayed by the Dçath of twp near Reiations^ 

imd àfterWar ds by that pf Mademoifelie de Mont^ 

iton^ Daughter ot Madaihe a'HuJicûur^ whom 

I tenderly loved, s^nd whom I had in a maqner 

brought u|). The Lyîng-iB ipf the Dutçhefs of 

Surgun^.my A&iâioiï^md Thgtofn«r Fi:iends> 

ivith my ufual Complaints, fcarce left. me a 

Moments Leiiure. This is the Reafon why 
_.,.,.:: ... .i ••- t4 • i'' « '■ T> ''1' •*. ^ 
i did not write to our Daughters. r.eopie fooie- 

times forget their Chlldren, ibo' ever^ fp dear to 

them* to think of Strasieers.; Beiides,. 1 110 -Ion* 

ger Write any Letters but when,Necemty or the 

Profpeâ p£ (bmê Aàvantâgé obuges me. , - 

Piety îs. nô betler than Hypocrily. when the 

Hearè has jipt m^/iare in^t..^, Ti^vj^iilVinoç Pie^ 

Ibeueve> m thinkmg of^God, ïn our 

doing 
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doing eveiy thmg with tbe pareft Intentions, m 
walking as in his Prefênce. But take Care, my 
dear Abbefs, not to make fpiritual Babblers o( 
our Daughters ; noth'ing could bê more ufelels or 
dangerous. Let them not read much ; let them 
fpeak with Caution on fublioie jSubjeâs ; let them. 
obferve their Ruies ; let them fhun the World i. 
lét them work with their Hands. Tliefe are the 
befi Methods of eftabliihing Regulàrity in reli*. 
gious Houles. 

I fliall lofe no Time in writing to Monfieur 
de Cour/otif but am afraid Monfîeur éTArnoU" 
vitWs Sollicitation will bave more Weight. 

Never give an Anfwer to any Propofal made 
jou, till you bave ferioufly deliberated on \u 
Afk of yourfelf ; is this Propofal confident with 
tbe Regulàrity of my Houfe ? If your Confcience 
anfwers, no, let who willliave made it, rejeâ it 
direâly. Ycs, Madam, you fliould not befitate , 
even to refufe me, (hôuld I require you to re- 
ceive a Perfon that would not edify your Houfe. 
The fpiritual Welfare of which îs your firft Duty. 
' This Digreflîon does not concern the Nun you 
are going to receive, fince her Behaviour édifies 
you ; it is by Way of Inftruâion to my Daugh* 
ter, the Abbefs» who often applies to me on 

that Head. 

» » 

Vown. K LETTER 



îV tbe famé. 

Pihruary ir, 1707' 

IHay/^'iuft now liad a pretty long Conférence 
with' yowt .holjf ' Cpnfefliir,. with whom \ am, 
wpll fttisficd.. Hewas.ooway refcrved in, td- 
lÛig me his Sentiments, nor I in telling him 
nçdqe : And I aOurc you theie is ajrcady a ^o^ 
Confidence eflabliflied between us. 

We lpok« ^ ^ ..Harroony fo requifite bc- 
nreen Confcflbrs. and Superiors :, 'Tis net poffi- 
bk a r^l«io«* Houfe fbould profpw without it 

I told him that, during tbe 6A Years of thi« 

Eftabliflunent, ourNuns iwteconduaed by very 

boly reguJar Priefts, who, by gaining thc enbre 

ConfidcBce of their Pénitents, left us no Oppor- 

' tuBity of knowing them, and thereby depnved 

wof the Mcans of governing ;themj ««"<» ac- 

oordindy Things went fo ill» during that Penod, 

-fcat I Jrftttt appiehendcd we Ihould be undcr a 

Ntceffijy of abandonii^ our Undertaking. 

OurHoufe bas bcen what you now fee it, from 
d«Tim«.we placed in ^he Çonfeffiomd regular 
Priefts, who refer their Pénitents to the Supenor, 
«,dto the Conftitutioi» aod Rules of thc Ordcrj 



( '9^ ) 
veTerylng to Aemfelves the Cognizanee* of no- 
thing but Sin5) without ever întermeddlirig widi 
Ûic gênerai or particulai^ Government of the 
Houfe% Our Confeflbrs never fpeak to. their Pé- 
nitents but in the Confeffional, and even there 
neither of them can fee the other. Our Nuns 
confels themfelves in as few Words as poffible^ 
for fear of hindering others^ and when they hâve 
any thing to fay tbat requires a longef hearing^ 
they defer it to anofiier Day ^ but nothitig is faid 
but in the Confeffional. 

Qur Confeflbrs never coneern themfelves vnÛL 
the Employments of our Nuns, and we never 
confult but fuch as we know to be People o£ 
Expérience» and then only upon the ^Govern- 
ment of the Houfe, and in çeçeral Terms. 

I am afraid your Nuns are' not well enough 
fed» I know ibme Convents where the Superior 
ftarves then\» to celebrate. tho divine Office mth 
grçater Magnificence. The ufqal Eixcuiib (%e 
iuch a prepofterous Praâice is, thatNuns caa 
iive upon very Uttle;^ but it muft be confidered 
that their Rules hâve alrcady depriyed.then^ o£ 
Superflu ities, and rçduçed them to bare Neceflat 
ries i (o that any further Retrenchmeht çannot 
but exhauft them» and pf Courfe rqider theni 
(ower and u{)health]^. 

■• ■■■■■'■ '■t.i ' ••' SoJn-^ 
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. ' SoTRt ComtnuQities hâve obtaiaed . from Aie 
King a young Lady of Si» Lewisj hy Way of 
difcharging a Debtf they had conCraâed. Your 
Madame Flavacourt may perhaps obtain the famé 
Favour, but Ihe muft alk it herfel^s neither you 
nor I muft appear on the Occafion. The King 
inuft not bear of your Name again. Will you 
be fatisfied with thb Letter» and own that you 
hâve enough of my Hand-writing. 

You thank me too much for Triiles. 'Tis 
indeed ufing you like a JDaughter, tô fend you 
ten Lifuh. I fhall fend you as much more to pay 

for weaving your Serges. 

• '• '' ' \ 

L E T T B R CXIV. 

îV the famé. 
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April^^ X707. 

now fee how ufefui it is to hâve the 
Love of thofe you are obliged to govern. 
•Tis the ônly way to fuccecd. Where Mildnefs 
has failed, Harflinefi will neverahfwcr. 

1 don't know what kinà of Refpeft is paid to 

the Abbeflcs in your Order, but I know very 

Well thàt you ought not to infift upon any that 

is mérely t)Àfonal, nor rcquîre any particular Ce- 

ony or Attention» nor ' confider yourfelf as 

W^y obliged t9 thofe who may diftinguifh 

thcm- 
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thcmfelves în that Refpeâ. Yct Strpcriorîty muft 
baveits Due, and I cannot fufficiently admire 
vrith what Simplicity our Abbefs rècoinmends 
that Refpeâ, Submif&on, and Obedtencc, to 
which her Employment intitles her. Sh^ i$ now 
finifliing her triennial Government ky continuai 
Inftruâions upon that Head, which fuficiently 
prove, that it was not for herklf fhe laèoured to 
^îftiblifli her Authority. St. Jujim fays, That 
% Supermr ougkt to do nothing.tbatinay renier 
her Authority conteaiptibk. Walk uprigfatlyy 
jny dear Daughter, and eftablifii that Obédience 
which Inferiors owe fheir Superiois. Be neither 
afbaaied to recommend it, nor puSed up ivitb re« 
ceiving it» Giv« your Nuns an Ëxâmple of itv 
^y yielding it youKfelf to tbofe aboveyoci. Tha 
Word reign is çcrtainly ridiculous. Your ownr 
good Senfe muft tett you fo. Bànifl^ . ait iheie 
Airs of Grandeur, which make Abbefiès xidicu>- 
lous în the £yes of tbe World» Oneof them took- 
ijt into her Uead to havea.ThjronQlifce tbat^of 
èie King of Siam!i becaufe^ forfooth, .thofe made» 
ufe of by,our Kings and fiiihogs were iiçt high)^ 
cnough for her. This is no Joke,.I was.told, 
ber Name. 

Defire your Nuns to complain to me» if jour, 
Avarice Ihould make Encroachments to their 
Piejudice» 

Kl Iwift 
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Z Wiflb with an my Heart, I could fend yotl 
fomc of the young Ladies of St. Cyr^ but they 
alledge Reafpns for being in Dread of Abbeflbs^ 
whicb I cannot contradiâ. Tis true that of 
late, I can fcarce be prevailed upon to dilpenfè 
with that Rule which obliges them to remain 
bere till the Age of Twenty. My Death can* 
not .be iar of • I fhould be under Appréhendons 
fat thofe fent away, and tho' fuch Uneafineis 
fliigfat be {irdundiçis, I thiidL k tao» pmdent nc4 
to expofe^njyfeir to it* 

Thcre Is jone Tbing more, wfcîch I hâve noi 
as yèt fpbke to you of : 'Th abouf your littlé 
Fayoorke. You fliôuM bring her up» as y^ou do 
ibe reft ^of yOur Q'iAs, and even Arive to rendef 
keritnore ihy, more modeft^ and tnord «fefbl in 
jour Hottft. «She is nol better bbm than them» 
Aûr is ihe to be lionotired on AccouDt of faea^. 
Siftar's Diifhoiioiff *. ^Twere to be wtflied yot» 
covkl make a good Nan of her, bift *tis not bj^ 
briitgiiig hef vp m Pride and Haugbtinefs, yov 
€ftn ekpeâ to efièfl it^ I Icnournothhigîn par- 
ticuIaroT fonxt Bebavroor to lier*; bnt J know 
tfeere ts'noîEthiiBatît)nifb1)ad as'that *«<rhich the 
Favourites or Nièces of Abbeffcs generally rc- 

4. • 

> • < < ... 

Che Sifter wts Miftreft (o the Duke otX}fUâif/i - 

You 
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Yoa are in the right, Madam, to thank me 
for dealing fo plainly with you. ,No-body 
couJd hâve more Pleafurc in telling y ou 
agreeable Thingsi but my great Regard for 
yo«, the Honour of St. Cyr^ and my carneft 
Defire to fee an Abbefs after God*s Heart, oblige 
me to fpeak to y ou in the manner I do. 

Cardinal de Noailks and I are both very angry 

with you, for being fick merely thro' your own 

Fault. You are too earneft in dolnc^ Good, and 

in too great a Hurry : You labour too much ; 

« and ail tbis can only ferve to put you back. 

What-would you retrench frpm yo.ur Nunj, 
^ wbo fing both Day and Night, and whofe 31ood 
andTeizsper wouldbefoweied by d^riiijng diem 
«f Neceflanes ? 

Who told you ibat little de Le^P^ Moth^iS» 
'Wbom you neveir converièd with but for a itm 
^our», was a good Woman ? She îs aot in a 
Cradîtkm to pay hu JDaughter's Penûoo. • 
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L E T T E R CXV. 

f^ O D requires tbat you fliould make your 
Mind eafy, and fulfill the Obligations of 
your State, juft as tbey prefent themfelves : You 
would ^eflroy yourfelf to no Purpofc, by endea- 
vovLriâg to gO on at too great a Rate. 

YourjLettçr is a Confei&cn» or rathera fpîri» 
tuai Apççunt, /giy.en by a'Benitem to her Direc- 
tor^^^ut jthçi;ç .i9 no Charadex l would QOt rea^ 
di^jr s^ume^ to be of Service to you. 

Tbçr Rropof^l you make me concemi ng your 
Mother and^ your Sifler, may bceithergoodor 
.bad: Goad, if tbeyint^^hd toforfakethe World 
îaticely;^Bad, if tbe}i^ bave only taken â mère 
Aranfitory Di%uft tajt. Take Notice tbat bere, 
no one îe to be benefited l^ their Retreat but 
tbemfelves, and tbat you would not bave any 
Intereft in receiving them, if tbey werenot re- 
lated to you. Now, you owe more to your Corn- 
munity tban to any one elfe ; you cannot in Con- 
fcience trouble tbe Peace and Regularity of your 
Houfe, out of Affeâion to your Relations. Peo* 
le in tbe World form ftrange Notions to tbem<- 

vcs of (hcîr Cbildren's Ab1}eys» Tbey confi- 

fidcr 
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lider' them as theîr owh^ and thUs Abbeflès bavr 
confirmed this Opinion', by difpofing of thè^Re- 
venues of their Abbeys, or at leaft fome Part oi 
•them, in an arbitrary manner. But Vis aâing 
vrith gréât Injuftice. I htelyconfulted my Saints 
abouC it, and they confirmed me in th6 Opinion 
I ever had of fuch a Proceeding.. 

If therefore your Mbther caufés any ConfuCon* 
m the efhbliihed Difciplicc- of your Houfr, yOtt 
muftnot keepherv howmuchfeever yeur Heart 
jnay fufièr by it. This- Heart* ought tç) .be dcad 
to thç World.. Good Wiûies are now.the only Du^ 
ties you owe your Methe^: You owe your whole 
felf to the Obligatbns ora.Nuni and an AblTefs. 

if your Mother is pions, edi^ing^. fond of Re«> 
tirement ; if fha does not intermeddle wi(th.}^Mr 
AiFairs ; if ihe doe» not conceriv herfelf about 
Ihe Govcmracnti of your Nubs ; if (hc neithor 
ioims Conneâions, tior Quarrels wîffr any of 
thein> i£ inftead of 'ar Tafte for the WorJd fte 
Mifpires them with a Love for th«r Vocation, andi 
without leâuring them toQ ; if youc Siftej-s^ are 
iifeful in the Conduâof your temporal AfFairsy 
but without pretending to Authority; if they 
form Connections with the Penfioners, merely 
to infpire them witfe virtuous Sentiments ;. and 
jf very difcreet,, they may receive them.. But 
I tremble leaft your Tendernef» for them fhould. 

K. 5v Brcj.udice: 



^iRJbdioe yoii ia thcù Farour } tod fwtf I>f^ 
«^ Conrfë, fltotdd be facrifked, «Jlkiit>wn evea 
hy yourfelf to your ASèâioii. And then flioiild 
« Séparation prove ncceâàry I tfaiak wdl on it. 
Your Ntuis will mormur. You ktadw kow th^ 
iirill be aft ao jpeak ef UmA froniwhom tb^ 
hâve nothing to expéd. 

' I will ogain lend ^d MademoHëUe ttAumaU, 

filie it a Giil of grcat Sente, aod fonnerly afe- 

tached tO me. I confide îa her as inuch as { 

3ovc ber. She is fît for arduous as vell as tri^ 

fiing Ai&in. I ftaU fuffcr by loiing her : But 

'you fti^I hwe her notwithftanding. 

■ Therc is very good News from SpmK .■ Such 

' uiother'Advantagewomd reitorePeace. Don'tbe 

lired, my dear Daughler, wîth praying for ila 

^eturn. You did extremely wdl to reqnire an 

Account of tlie Manner in which the Tempo» 

Talities of your Houfe had beco employed. There 

o Nccd of Difguifc when oar Intentions are 

gfat. — What do you thiok of MadeoioîiêUe 

%arf^ Flîgbt \ I always follet har Name>. 
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LE T.T E R. CXVL . 

To Mademoifelk^ d'Àumale. 

' St. Cp-j June 4, 1707. 
Y A M very angiy with our Abbefs for bcing 
fo tired with lier Government» 0ocs it 
become^ one that ^bas^.bi|t juft fet out, t» 
complain of Fatigue? She now bas tonftant 
Af&ftance. What -then will becooie of her wheo 
I am deâd ? Cheer up her Spirits, this Deipon- 
dency is tbe Gonfequence of her Siclçnefs^ I 
ivould give any thlng to b& now at Gomer-J^ûi^ 
taïne$. I would De her Phylîcîanj for vou Icnaw 
I Audied my Courfe under Monfieur Fagon^ and 
that I prétend to hâve (bme Expérience- Don't 
hefitate a IVjpmerit to turn away the Woman you 
mention: ITenclnot to our déar AbWfs any 
Teniloners to înake her uneafy. She would, as 
you fay, be too hagpy If ihe had nûne but Chil- 
dren to deal withi "'tîs your gçown-up Girls.that 
q>oil every thing* Theyare hard to be pleafec^;. 
ihey always fpend more than they givej. thçy 
také Scandai at every thing the Nuns do^ take 
upon them to judge of the Superior's Behaviour, 
mn down the ConventSy difpcrfe abroad a thoi^ 
.faod fcanda k w». 9r ndicvtott9».aad often faUii, 
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Storîes. and weaken tbe Nuns Vocation to a i«< 
ligious Xrîfe, by placing^ befora thair £yes the 
Airs and Vanities of the World. I {hould never 
hâve dcyie, were I to repeat every thiiig I know 
of them. I ps^fi over their Mifbehaviour in 
other Refpefbt by which they fo often hring 
Difhonour on the Houfes where they live» 

!' t E T T E R CXVIL 

To Madame de la Vîefvîllc. - 

V 

June II, 1707» 

XT O U can't be happy while you expeâ Gra* 
titude from Mankind i God intends you 
anotber kiiid of RewarxI. liabour for him, la- 
'bour with bim, labour like him. If yoa labour 
for him, you wiH be indifFerenC about the Ap- 
probation of your Nuns ; if you labour with him, 
you witl eilfoy an interior Peace that no DiTap« 
pointments can difturb; if yauiabour like him, 
you wttl labour with Strength and whh Mtl<]« 
nefSf without Hurry, Unéafinefr, or Impatience. 

In ' the Name of God, Madam. do not be in 

* 

fuch a Hurry. . I hâve &en Nuns hère of ^bat 

Difpofition, who worried us ail, and themfelves 

into the Bargain. I am naturally hafly and aâivé, 

^ at firfl I mçt with great DMficukies in thls 

. . Eftabliih- 



( ao5 ) 

£aftt>lî(hment, 'hut hâve fucceeded b«fter Itnce I 
reftratned die Impetuofity of my Tcmpcr. Yoti 
hâve good Senfe; yotir Intentions are uprigbt; 
truft to my Friendihrp and Expérience ; dbn't 
Inirry yourfelf ; ^a't hurry others; takc Re- 
laxation; amufe yourfelf; labour wrth Ghear^ 
ftilnefs ; and by Degrees Things will take 
a good Turn» I am far fronî being perfuaded 
tbat you ought to throw up yçur Emptoyment» 
Did you imagine or confider, that at the Age 
ofeight and twenty you undeitook the Govern* 
•mentof a Couvent in a riûnpus Condition^ bolh 
aa to its temporal and fpiritua} Concerns, full of 
Nufis accuftem^d ta ^ as they pleafe in evety 
thing? Yet tbcy hear with the Altérations you 
make, and the Préférence yoQ j^Lve the fix young 
Ladies of St, Cyr^ whom you put in theh: 
Places'; t^ey efkem you, they fear you, and let 
jou aâ in eveiy thing a9^ you think proper. 'Tie 
a Happinefe you bad no Rigi\t to expeâ. Vou 
would hâve a Houfe» where ^e famé Regularity 
fliould psevail that doe9- hcw. But how much 
Time, bas ix npt coft to xegulate 5/. Cyr? We 
.hâve been bere theiè one and twenty Years^; 
aay begai^ two Years before at Noijy y and you 
' would expeél to do in two Years what. we bave 
«doneiln twenty-three.. You wafte yourfelf by 
thii unreiifaoablç Aâivity, Do your. Duty,. and 

laugh 
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laiigli at«fatPeBplc%. Wbo la dieft tint b 
jMt lîablc to Calumof ; Did yen uatg he^ ihe 
Kiag UaBKd, and his Miotfterc cninizcd f And 
WCR you to kiiow what Pcople St^^tael were 
J to Aww yoa the Thiogs .agaisft ifim, writtoo 
cfca to niyfelf ! 

L E T T E R CXVin. 

^o'ibe fane. ' 

>wï8, 1707, ■ 
Y WAS very «nealy abom yon, injr dear 
Daug^ter, ûtd I thânk God for his hUTÎng 
Itretèrved you. Methinfcs yéunenctoyetgood 
lenoogh-to die, and tbat yt>u inuft go throu^ 
more Tr tals> and 1^ ap a {ireater Stote of good 
World.' • 

Ulë yoiir own Expérience, ityvm ivill tasAx 

flone of mine. Twiu yaat Vivadty iHOng^ 

you to Death's Dow ; you put your ffleod kito 

iach a Fennent tbat it circnlated «6 longea. 

Monfieur Fagen, WhAm I "confuleed ki Prelênce 

«f the Cardinal Jt i^àïllti, imulb Me thoiotigfaly 

acquainud «ith thc Natare of y«dr EKfttaTe. I 

lademoMèilo À-Jmnalt «Hial ReOie&tB 

iTcrtbed for you^ but he inSh ihevt 

on your m:dtnng your MM wiff, 

itely Qtteilitty foc 4ht tittdib <rfJ hitfa 

jou» 
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yotur Soud ^axul your Body. Our Qiildren of Sf* 
rCyr ought to codlder that they were on the 
Point of Idtng you, and that they muft be un- 
happy if they cling too faft to you* God alone 
jiever abandons xxs* I was greatly moved at their 
Afflidion. I havc a very good Opinion of my 
Siftcr de Ghamplehon. I believe ihc makçs a very 
good Subjeâ* Form her to fucceed you, and tbea 
we will permit you to become a private Nun. 

Mademoifelle J^Aumde tells me, your little 
Favourite hâtes the Poor, and bluihes i^hen ihe 
hears her Sifter's Name mentioned : God ble& 
lier ! I hope you hâve no Nun weak enough to 
think her happy in having the Heart of a Prinoe» 
Teach your Children to defpife the World, and 
ail its Vanitics, this World for whom J. C. did 
not pray, 'tis io corrupt and hardened, tho' he 
praycd for his Executioners* Blanoe £vil, but 
don't bâte thofe who commit it. How happy 
you wîU be, if you refeue ^s Child from the 
Danger ihe will otberwife be expoied to of loûng 

Jierfelfl 

Is it necdfiafy then, that the Biihop of C*«- 
hm ihould tell you, you are hafty and paffionate ? 
Don't you perceive it yourielf better than others. 
I am greatly edified at the Manner in which you 
bore that heavy Storm of Hail that did you fo 
iiuidi Mifçhîeff AU that you bave hitherto done, 

to 
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te pot your TemporaKties upon a good Footing, 
is înfcrior in Point of Mcrit to Âc Si^miffioa 
wïd) which 70a recetred diis littleCheck. Self- 
love infinuaiesitfclfîiitoinoftof our Aftions^but 
fcMom bas any thing to do mdi our Rcfignîi- 
tions. 

I SOI now come to tout Letter of the zyib^ 
•"Tb tmelamnotwell. Your Thooghts of gW- 
ing yodr Life for mine are ont of Seafbn. Yeu 
arc but juff arriwd, and I am goîng to départ. 
I bave ahnoft entircly finiflicd my Carccr i yo« 
but juft cntering upon yours. 

I had almoft forgot yoar Affiirwîth Mondeur 
Ji Citeaux. I don't iirow if my Sifler de Gbam- 
plebim's Profeffion is void; but I know you ought 
not to contradifl your Superior. I am for de^ 
pending on the Bifliops. Convenis, in my Opi- 
nion, are beft govxrned nndcr thcîr Ihfpeaion, 
and 1 vr'ttb, with aU my Hearr, yours vrere of that 
Number : But I don't know if 'tfs an eafy mst- 
tcr to makc ît Co, and 1 am afraïd of feemg you 
engaged in a veiy tedious Law-Sult wîth Moi^ 
'fieur Je Citeaux. l'his would be bringing your 
Name into QuefTion very earJy ! But I fubmit to 
the two great Frelates who proteû youi 

Were I in your Place, I fhould rcceive the 

Livres from Monfieur de dteauxy in the 

r Humility, Pôveriy, aitd Obédience. 

ChriffiaiU. 
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Chriflians Qiould not be proud, mipch lefs Nuut» 
The Vows of St. Cyr don't çoncem you. *Tis 
an eafy Matter foi' tbe Ladiea of StXewls 
not to accept-of Eavours; their magnificetic 
Founder bas amply fupplkd ail their Wantâ« 
There ïs ^ great Différence between being found^ 
ed by a Saint, and being founded by a.King. 

I haveordered Msiàemo%{dlR*d'/iumale to fend 
you fome Money^ . and fhall on this Occafion tetl 
you my Mind veiy fiscly. ■ Don^t imagine, I 
be(êech you, that what I do to re-eftablifii Go» 
mer-Fontaines is done out of Friendfhip to you* 
We ought to . aâ from a more noble Princtplc. 
Mine is the Glory of God, whofe Service I 
would willingly promote in your Hôufe. 'Tia 
true» you appeared to me as a proper Infirument 

for fo g|(at a Work. 

. Adieu. My Sccretary is gf'eady afraîd of the 
Thunder : With ail her Merit (be has the Timi«^ 
dity of a Hare. . 

L E T T E,k GXIX» 

To the Jamè. 

(kf9ber\if^ l'jop ' 

T F I N D I bave at laft brought you to rcafon* 

able Tecms j you confent th^t I fliould dic^ 

tate my Letcers to Mademoifeile J^Au^naU^. pci>« 

* ' vided 
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▼ided 700 bsfe ;tt kafta couple of Lines in mjr 
9wn Hapd-wriii n g» 

I am veiy censdiir tfast the Journey to Sf. O/r 
muft iave been of Service to 7(19 as weH ais ta 
Madame Fsrùmé; hence tfaat fpeedy Compli- 
mnce : But I caaœt gucis at the Meoning of 
your not ihutting your&lf up aggin îs your Coo- 
yeat# I know nbt if 'tis cuftomary vàth you» 
at leaft I neverlieard it was^and I ibboU be*aipt 
to CDofider ît asa gFestIncgiilarity,'nottthatI 
-^nk ifl ùf evety thing tfaat îs iiQt praâififidilt 
A. Çj^ *» £v^. Qrder eayo^ tts ^wn Cufimfe 
mié MazimSk- Your Norkiate. i& your tnie Ac- 
ronvoe* . Yoa ought to take the greateft Care of 
ii^ and Jcnow .tbe Novices as wdH as tkeiv Mif- 
fteffisB* .: X on' ca^iact tto iBatiKâiy cjubmrt tMia 
to repofe an entire Confidence la heiv and Ihfe 
«n%&t io àflîne tteoi tbsit flie keeps nodiing a 
fiecret ftiaak yoa* Woiikl yoa sn^>ire yôar Nuas 
vrith Uprightnefi ? Let them perceive k in yout 
vrhole Conduâ, and never bave Recourfe to 
thofe nuSfèiaÛe^ Shifts^ «i^tiich Pnài foihe Nuns 
pafs for pradent Mearurês* The Community's 
Intereft b no Eiccufe for Avarice : Yet ihoiild 
I be ibrry. yott were not a good Oeconoimft» 

* The Ladîes C|f St, tewis never quit the Conveit» 
'wfaeti theii^ liealth ttiay f««m inoft tareqaire 
lAfltdsiBihcic^ :i .:*.i 

I Nuna 
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Nuns ihould hâve open and generous Hearts Ta 
the midft of that Poverty wliich they ha^e 
jnade a Vow of embi adng. 

Monfieur de Lort is no way obUged'to me. t 
gave him his Pétition, and thatss ail. His Ro^ 
queft was granted, becaufe it was reafbnable. 
People wouM hâve it, that every thing is dam^ 
thro' Favour, and by me ; but they are gPôatly 
mtftaken. 

'Tis iiot yoor Intertft Maidame *dâ LanJe ba^ 
in Vieiv, hut that.of her Nisce, in thè OffOr 
flie makes you of her» Thi& Woman, on rvtry 
Oocafionf igivts Proofe of à vtry^ kad Heart. f 

You .ofeen fliittered iM witli the Thoughte df 
baviag aontribiite^ tO aHihe Gw4 yoià dîfooivtir 
at St.C^^. If I renUy b^e «bue jCay» 'tb oiiii* 
ing to my careful Super&iteriAuicé of tfaeir Ao«- 
creations. I hâve been affiduous at them thefe 
twenty Yeart« ^t is^ere thtt ajdilipntuSuperior 
gains theXrOve and Efteem or her Nuns, and 
chears up their ÇjMrits h^ %Sai^ng them a little 
Pleafure* Edifying Things are then £ûd with* 
out 1>ditg ^tildbfiMS tecaufe ieafoned with Chear- 
fldttefs i and good Maxitns anay'be dabiy thi-^Mk 
•Mt without AieCiatiom Sut to iuccced in ail 
this, my dear Daugfater, a Superîor flioald givte 
ail iher Attention to dtbeca» asui reckon herfelf 
as fiA^htngL She miift.fuffer ûxok to iptàkvAxA 

Difcourfe 
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Difcourfb is perhàps the moft difagveeable; 
bear being thwarted, and abfiain from ferions 
Reproofs. Now, fure I am you bave tbis Ta* 
lent i andi I am. equaU/^ furç k was not gilreit 
you fo£ yQur own private Advantagé» 

Ift yoiH- Church^ and in your Cloifters, in 
your Gardens, and in yourFuraiture, erery thitig 
muft bieathe tbat pQverty yoa profelk h God 
bonoured by a little more or a little lefs-gilding ^ 
01 by the moft élégant Orhamenta ? Nothing 
ffsbre than Neatnefs is. reqaifite any wbere; 
nore e^cially at tbe Altar. By Simplicity» not 
by Magnificence, is tbe Deîty honouredi. Many 
Convents bave- 1 feen wheFe half tbe Nuns never 
èeflowed a qéarter ùt an Hèiir èxtraordinary in 
Prayev on the great Holidays. Tbey forget thcit 
GpdiQdeckUsAhart 

LE TT E R CXX. 

iL^Onfienr TreiB ts cbarmed witb you, andf 
your Community% Had hc Wings, yoi» 
would find hkn returnedtbere already. 

You form wonderfiil Refolations,^ but yoi* 
"û reduce tfaem to Pradice, . You hâve every^ 

Talci^ 
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Talent requifit« to do grcat Good, wtthout 
wanting any thing more than a Iittle Experi* 
enccj fupply this Wanjt by taking Advice, which 
you caiHioc but find between the Cardinal, Mon- 
iteur Tnilh^ and me. I fhould be glad to indude 
the Abbefs of Jouœm^ whom I faw at Su Cyr» 
She is iimple, humble, and fuli of Zeal. 8hc 
told me, fhe was not her own Miftrefs, and that 
there was not a Moment of the Day that fhe 
was not ready to liften to any of her Nuns, 
who defired to fpeak to her ; that 'twas a great 
Mortification to ber to fee her Inclination fo 
often thwarted, but that ihe thought it was her 
Duty to fubmit t6 it. She likewife told me fhe 
had fifty-two Nuns to govern, and that fhe did not 
think Ihe harboured the leail Difgufl to any one 
ofthem, or that fhe was not pofTeflèd of ail thcir 
Hearts. It is precifely in this Situation, my dear 
Daughter, that I fhould be glad to fee you, and I 
may hâve that Comfort, if you but earneftiy wifh 
it yourfclf. Monficur de Treiih has informed me of 
die good Reafons you hâve for not repofing an 
entire Confidence i^ jrour Confefibr. But then* 
you mîght repofe more in him than you do, and 
gtve him Leave in the Confeffiônat to point out 
your Failings, and give youfome good Advice; 
for Confeffion mufl 6e very dry, and afTorcf but 
Iittle Exercife tô the Penitent's Humility, when 

• it' 
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it Qù&Cfta Qicfeljr of Accuikion and Abfolu- 
Cion. 
I {ba]l Write agûn to Monfieur dt Lanmgnom 

ut Favour of Mademoifelle de Su Poh Nothing 
eau be fo apc to make Time appearheavj, as thc 
having to deal with Girl& that think it fo. 

I psonûie you I fkaM alwajrs love my AbbcÊ» 
I héatxl this j^orning Ûidt you hâve Monfieur de 
Miunaft Letters« You cannot reacl tiiem toa 
qftes, but they are net to be left in the Hands of 
your Nuns» 

L ETT TER CXXI. 

îV the famn 

» 

l^pVR Letter, my dear Daughter» gave mc 
more Pleafiire thap I can wdl exprels. 
There appears fi> much .good Senfe and Viftue 
in every tbing you %, that I can fcarce refrain 
çongratulating myfelf on û^ Succc^ qf the Plaii 
of Education foUo^ed at St. Cyr. See and efta« 
hlifh this good Spirit of yours at Gomir^Fontêims^ 
this Spirit of ïiberty, this Spirit; of the Chiidren 
of the Houfe. which baniflies that Servi- 
lity whîch makea ^Servanlis. ever defirous .of 
hiding their Actions fcom the f^ad c^ tbe Fa« 
giily. 1 am greatly pleafed that^ at the famé 

time 
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lîmç. jou fee thç FaRings of Ae Mothcr of jour. 
Novices, you are nqt blind to her Virtucs. We 
arc ail, cven the beft of us» a Compound of 

Good and EviL 

I thank you for your Prayers for my Relation» 
who îs vciy haçpy in thus. benefiiing by your 
FriendCbip^ for me ! If mine for you- war not as 
gr<at as it is, your Lctter would be fufficient to 

increafe it. 

You aéled hcroîcaHy in humbling yourfclf bc- 
fore your Nuns : Nothing can be more proper to 
draw down great Bleffings on your Undertakings i 
but frcquently to rcpeat it, would be to rendcr youc 
Authority contemptiblc, Thefe Aas of Humi* 
lity muft be referved for great Occafions. Smart 
Rebukcs arc to bc given in private ; when 
you 'findit requifitç to givc thcm at a full 
Meeting, of your Nuns, . prépare the Criminal 
to reccivc them. Reprimands are fufficiently 
difegreeable in thcmfelves, without adding Con- 
fufion to tbem. Your foie Aim fliould bc to rcj 
form, and. no Reformation is ta be expeaed 
irom harlh Methods. I havc forwarded your 
Lctter to your Archbilhop ♦, who is one of the 
beû Men Uving; but his Merit can bc of litde 

• • Monfiev iTAubiênj, a Relation, of Madame ^ 
Mainiençn, Arcf-Wihop of XoÉen. 

'Service 
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Service to you. Adteif, my dcar Abbcfs. Imay* 
fafely promifc that I fliall evcr love you, be- 
caufe I am fure you will cvcr rcndcr yourfclf 
worthy of it. . 

L E T T E R ÇXXIL 

^0 tbe famé. 

Februûry ii, 1708. 

#^Oncernîng Madame de St. FaFs AfFairs, you 
Tpeak likc a merc Nun, that is, like one who 
knov^s very litllç of the World. She ought to 
6c vcry well fatisfied with thc King's giving hcr 
future Spoufe the Command ot a Frigate, nor 
would he hâve done fo much for him, but out 
of fome Regard to the Servic<:s of his Uncle, 
whlch, however, he is not to build upon. What 
is it to the King that this GirI fliould get a Huf- 
band ? If there was but one young Lady of Su 
Cyr to fettle in the World, what might fhe not 
expeâ ? but there are thirty to bè provided for 
every Year ? I am fure. Madame de SU Pol vnW 
be an Honour to us ; tho' it is for htr own Sake, 
ând not for ours, I wiih ihe may turn out welU 
You fay nothing, Madam, of our dear Houiê. 
I (hould be glad to know if the Members are 
(bedieot) and the Head watchful, for in that Café 

evciy 
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cvcry thîng muft go right. J ^m very.foiry, ttff 
dear Daughter, for the little Affi&ance I can give 
]Fou. Money is fcarce, and every one feels 
iu Let us live frugal, and fuiFer with Patience» 
till the Return of Peace : Yet ihould I be glad 
to pay you for your iUk Gloves. 

You hayenow then fome of my Hand-writ-. 
ing; much more than deferves that Fondnefs 
you exprefs for it. 'Tis but Childifh in you to 
judge of my Friendfhip by the Circumftance of 
my Writing or Diâating.— < I embrace. your 
Community, and remember them ail ; tho*^ I' 
mention not Individuals. 

L E T T E R CXXIIL 

To the famé. 

Mûy,2^ 1708.. 
T O F T E N complained of your Silence to 
Mademoifelle é^AumaUy not tbat I dif* 
approve your leaving yourfelf qui te ^t Li<* 
berty in thts Refpeâ, and avoidii^ Âffeâation 
in every thing ; fo as to Write four Times in one 
Day» if it appear requifite ; tho\when Occafion 
does not require, you (hould remain filent for 
a Month. You would hâve it, my. dear 
Daughter, that I neyer anfwer your Letter^ but 
wben .1 want to reprimand ; aad that ] fay no- 
VoLlL L thing 
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thîng when Thîngs ^ wcll ; àildjou are înctcd 
partly in the right, Wcrc I to piraife yoii as 6f- 
tèti and as much as you defeive^ l'fliotild neVfer 
bave done, and yoii hare too mttch Virtue- and 
Ooarage to ftand in need oF fuch a Support, 'T» 
true I fpoke to the Cardinal ûf T^at I thou^t he 
dught to reCommend to you. I aitt perfuaded^ of 
your Confidence In faim, arid intend lie ffaduld 
make of you a Model for other Abbdies. You 
bave done great Mattefs, if you hâve prevailed 
i^n faim' never to rebuke yûu in publick, but 
tficn cbnfult ferîoufly with yôùrfelf, if you fhould 
diflike a little private Admonition* Publick Re- 
bukes are. more difagreeable than the moft abu- 
five Language in private. You are improved 
in this Refpeâ, and I canU wifli you too much 
Joy of it. I do not conceive the Meaning of 
your Nons^ not having a Tafle for Récréation, if 
you endeavoor to make it agreeable, and emfloj 
for tlKit Purpofe ail the amiable Qoalities yoQ 
pofleft. The fiHieft among them are thofe 
ivfao afièâ to be witty, yet muft ycu not 
ihwart them too much. No Reftcaînt ù of «qud 
Force With the Paffions. You muft therefore 
indulgeihem in whatever may make the puUick 
Itecreations agi<eea6le; they promote- a gênerai 
Harmony i d^eftroy parttcular Comufftioms and 
. ^' ^rivale 
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privatcr Cabali, which arc tire Sources of gtcaÇ 
Diforders in relîgîous Houfes. 

• Comfort yôur Nuns in thèîr Troubles, and 
evcn givc a Ihtle intô theîr Whims. Take good 
Care of your tempond Concerns, and better ÛiYl 
0f your ^ritual ones* The Deftruôîon of fà 
many rdigions Houibs is a juft Judgment^of GoA 
for (hefar «nwarrantèble Délires of àggratndiskig 
tfaeinfolvcs» ' > 

* Admijt'iio PreacberlD yourPulpit^ whofe Life 
and DDâriae yott are not wcll acquainte^ wîtfa» 
What better Meâfior es cah you thînk of» tiiaa 
tbofe yfVMt faave ^Itsvày «gjr^ed . nfon. wkh the 
Cardinal? Defpiiê the Murmurs of Envy. ^n^ 
{^e]^djk;e% Was #yer s^ Governn^ent .^utended 
)vipb uQÎverfs^ ^pl^ufe? ip^o hfi fuaffy wiûf^ 
Slingejrs \ is the fureft W^, of mçjrtsfwjr thcir 
Numbers. . Tft.c ÇardinaJ wH) Wt.ylçW^^ .He '» 
^afy in his Beba\ûour, but iirm in His Refolu<- 
tioDs. Yau a«c Jqo youqg tp Jbç fij|fpiçioHs, bitf 
Expérience will te^ijh you, tbat -tqQjRiâiiy. Pré- 
cautions cannot be îifed in the Cjioipç. of PrieAs» 
and the Government of Nuns* 

You may make ufe of tny Name for your 
own private Advantage^ but not to engage me 

* À Term in Franciy firil given to thofe who fpoke 
té wotê àéaUftJbe Adminiftration of one of their 
Mintftcrsy but aow more univerfally applied. 

La in 
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in tk« ASàirs of St. Birturd^s Order. I don^t 
kfiow if this Rdbrm is fo ddirabk an Event ; or 
if iKq Religioits thcmfelYcs defire it. I am a 
StC^JSi^c to thctt Senrimmts on the Occafion ; 
kuit l &t mofe iraltieu|ioo the Relîgious of a mi* 
tiig^il!ie4 Otder> vho comply with dieir Obliga* 
lioiiBi lilttt; Qtt ârafe of an Order exterior]/ re- 
fiooMdft^ wksolbould allow themfelves (.as mznj 
4q} aoy vawarrantable Indulgence. .But, after 
s^^ wtÊf dear Daughter, weré this really a godH 
lATqck» it would nbtwithftanding be quite foreign 
^ «6." Wê can only take Part in it by ouf 
Wiftes; Let etery onie attend to their owo Bufi- 



Adieu; You {hall hâve nb Reafon to com- 
fhin of iiiy Silehce, if my Letcers can be 6f any 
Service to you. 'Do yoùr Dulty. Your pious 
Endeavours hiay not immediâtely fuciceed, but 
*tis impoâible they fhould not be attended fome 
tim^ or'another With^happy Confequences ;' and 
tho' théy fhoùld not; V irtue methinks is> in itfel^ 
too amiable to be negleâed. 
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L E T t E R CXXIV. 

Ta tbe famé. 

f- 

y une 2»o, 1708. 

T HAVE juft wrote to Moniieur de Citeaux^ 
and fent him your Let^er. ,No Doubt 'tis 
very wrong tp charge you with what paUes în 
Regard to your Bernardin Friar, who far from 
putting Paris in a Ferment, by hîs Sollici- 
tations, ihould hâve, renounçed ail his Claims, 

when he faw the King hefitate about them. You 

... •« * 

are as yet uriacquatnted with the Art of SuiFer- 
ing; I muft allowthatyou confine yourfelfpretty 
well to your Duties^ as an Abbels, and indeed 
Yis there/your Strength lies;, ï was once toId> 
that our Troubles, proceed Froni 'the Intrigues 
!n which we engage, a great deal more than 
from the Faults we commit; and I hâve a' 
thoufand Times fince experienced the Truth of 
that Maxim. Be patient and vigilanj ; I former- 
ly ordered thefe Words to be fixed over ail the. 
Doors of 5/. Cyr, and nothing can be more nç.* 
ceiTary than thefe two Virtues, to thofe who" 
govern, or thofe who.obey. 

What do you meah, my dear Daughfer, by 
complaining of the Ingratitude of yourNuns?. 
In labouring for tHem, do' you labour from a 
^ L 3 Motive 
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Motivç of liOve to them? You will ncver 
be fatisfied, if. you den't aâ^ on fotne -noblef 
Princîpre, fuch as théLadies of St. Cyr^ whom 
you (o much adcnke, are. governed by. Our 
Superior aever seckoned upon the Gratitude of 
her Comiîittnity. T^*^ Mother of our Novices 
lias no Thougfits of making Friends or Enemies 
df any of hef Chîldreh. The Miftreflès of the 
Claflls will never complaih that thô young La-% 
dîes are irifenfible of thcir Obligations to thofe 
who inftruft them. Ôur Sillèrs of the Infirmar/ 
don^t take \t amifs that the /îck {hould forget 
4!heir Services. Every Lady hère aâs merely 
frôm a Principle of Duty. You wîU never be 
cjther holy or bappy, whîle you reckon'upon 
Mankind. ' Hâve you a Mind to be in perpétuât 
"l^rotiMè ? Éxpèik femething frôoi UicaDà, for they 
wiirbé fure to fail yoù; and ÎT they fhoiild not^ 
you will. hâve réceived ybur Reward. I hâve 
JiHore ttian once rémarked in your Lèttefs, wbere 
you had Ôccaïion to fpeak of your Nuns, the 
îxpreffion,' Sbe is not of my Party. ' A Superior 
liave à Party ! they fhould ail be equally dear to 
you. Are yoii not the Mother of them ail ? AnJ 
fhould you gîve any Reafon tb fufpeâ you do not 
love them ail alike. At thîs rate, neither your 
Virtue nor your good Senfe, nor the Éducation 
you received at St. Cyr^ nor the Cardinars In- 

. ' ' - firuftlons,* 
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ilnifUons^ nor ail we hâve recommended to you 
by Word of Mouth, and by Writing, hâve becn 
able to cure you of this Wcakncfs, fo contrary 
tayour Duty; 'Tis a greatPity I bave notTime 
to examine myfelf thoroughly ! I (bould find 
jnuch greater Failings than thofe I rcproach you 
with ! You bave now. had my Anfwcr to the firft 

_ ^ _ 

Article of your Letter. My Zeal bas led me a 
great way. As to your Temporal! ties, I anx very 
far from thînking you fliould negleâ them ; for 
'tis one of yc^ur Duties to fuperintend them, but 
I would bave them give: way to your fpiritual 
Concern$. I wpuld hâve you to be more affliâed 
at an Irregularity than at an unneceiTary Ex- 
ptncG i I would haye you employyour beft Nuas 
.in- formiqg good Nuns,^ and leave.ypur Teipp9- 
;ialîtiei( ip «tbf Çarp of tbo^ pf a middlîng Ca- 
pacity. I would bave yont be^ tbc^ ChildUh.Air3 
. of your Nq? kes, who 4aiigh or cry without 
CauTe, and permit them to be chearfu), for the 
c)iearful]e(l will ever tujrn out beft, bm fken fuflFer 
'DO. Fon4njef8 or FadiUiaritjr between them. «I 
would hâve you behave with MjidneÊ and Sted- 
dinefs to that untraâable Nun, and feldom infift 
on her doing tholè Things to which fhe bas fo 
great an Averfion, yet now-and-then condemn 
her to them, in order to break her by Degrees 
to a Habit of rçady Submiffion and Obédience : 

L 4 I would 
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I woûld havc you to know that the Poft of Miftrefe 
cf thc Novices is the moft important Employ- 
ment of your Houfç, even more important than 
that ôf thè Abbefs, who has nothing to do but 
to govern ; whereas the Miftrefs of the Novices 
is not only to chufe proper Subjeâs, but like- 
wife to form thçm, I am fliocked at what you 
Write me of yours j I fhall fpeak no more of her 
as it Would be fpeaking to no Purpofe. 

Do not defire to know my Reafons for fpeaking 
to you in this manner. I hâve not heard any 
thîng that is new, but I love you. Therc are m 
you Ingrédients to form an excellent Abbe(s« 
Ycu may expeâ every thing from truc, folid» 
Tùpright Picty. 'Tîs Pîcty alone that cari enabl» 

• 

you to fulfil your Duty ;* without ît ail ybur Ta- 
lents wonM be ufele/s, ^and with it thèy will 
produce an huhdred Fold. - ., . 

You are not oftcn to cxpeâ fuch long Letters 
irom mC) in fny own Harid-writing ; I am growti 
very 'weak, and every thing fatigues 'me : Con- 
fid«r tHis as ihy Will^ and a Prioof of îny fincere 
Kegard fojr you» » ?.. 
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L E T TE R GXXV 

\ * To tbf famé. 






^'T^ I S eafy tô give Advice/ But Advice gîven* 
àt a Diftance is âiw^â vague and liablé 
to be mifunderftood j- the* Application of ît îs 
every thing, I fhould therefore be glad yoacoulâ' 
make a Direâor of your Confeflbr, as he knows 
you, and couîd fbllow y^u Step by Step. Yet 
I approve your Reafbns, for tfiey are very good 
ones; I Hâve lived too long to be ignorant of 
the Abufes committéd in tKe Direction of Con- 
fciences.- There are very few Direâors pure, 

didnterefted) and upright y but that is no Reafon 
why we (hould abandon ourfelves to our own 
I>fre£ïion/ Self-lbve deceives us in the Opinion* 
we fônn* of ourfelves l bur Levity is apt to de- 
iltoy that Steadinefs of Condu(El fo elTential to a^ 
pibus Life ; our natural Inclinations hurry ils ôUt 
of the right Road, if a wife Direâor dbes^ not' 
rcftraîh them. Obédience gives a great' Value tô 
our moft inconfid érable Aflions ;; and; *Yii onl'y 
by fufFering ourfelves to be co'rtdûâço, we* câti 
hope to attain a fure Settlément, and by making 
ourfelves litde that wecan prétend* to becoitre 
great ; we muft tKerefôre hâve guides, but' we 
can't. be too. ca^eful iii' chufing them i and you 

L 5, IhaU- 



IhaD hare one as foon as you are truly dlfpofed 
to put à$ tnAtù Confideiicein bim* Monfieur 
TretBf would be veiy fit for this Purpoiè, and I 
know the Arch-bifliop of Roâen will not refufe 
hini Lejiye to }iear Confeffions. He 19 a verjr 
ieofible Man, yery upright, and well acquainted 
vith the Nature of a religious Spirit. You 
might ma&e a gênerai Oonfeffion to him, after 
which every thing could be done by Letters, He 
would vifit you twice a Year, vhich ïs as often 
as you would want to fee him. You may hâve a 
Direâor at Pûtîs whenever you pleafe, on thefe 
Conditions* Two or three Journeys a Year to 
Gomer-Fontaînes cannot bear hard upon any one« 
Xook out then for the Direâor» afk him of God» 
and you will find him ; but don't take any, îf 
you are not willing to be cdnduâed by him. 

Mademoifelle d*0 • • / • ougbl never to forgét 
the Education fhe received at St. Cipr* Let hcr 
confider wbat fhe has to do \ let her aâ in a 
xnanher dlflFerent from her Mother, ,but without 
departing from the ReipeS fhe owes her. Arf- 
vîfe wi^ her about her Sifler. I fhould be glad 
to take her from her Mother» whofe Example I 
am afraid fhe may follow, but I don't know where 
to put her* ^ ^ could get Lettres de Cachet for 
.both pne and the other, but they would in-* 
deed tsiç Latrci, dg Cdéft^ 

\ X E T T E R 
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L E T T E R CXXVI. 

To Madame du Peron. 

^ HO* Pcople may look upon what happened 
at yoMT Houfe on Occafion of the Biihop' 
of JB/wV Confecratîon ♦, as a Thîng net Worth 
Notice, I thought It of fo much Importance, thait 
I acquarnted the Ktng i;^ith itr Has he not for- 
bid y ou to accept any thing, to purchafe any 
thing? Not only hô enjoined it to you in your 
Ruies, but made it one ôf the Conditions of 
your Charter. I want Words to tell you how 
mucfa* your Befaaviout has fcandahz^d hlm. He 
iinmediately expreflèd a Deftfe of going to St.- 
Cyr in Perfon, to acquaint you again with his 
elnlentions on dits Head, and i màke no Dôubt 
.but . he wUl pay you a Vlfit £br that Purpofe on> 
-bis Reftum to VérfaiUês.^ Ht Was greatly diit 
cplcafed at my notliavmg Immediàtely fent awaiy. 
lerery thii^ you permitted to corne into your 
jHoofe contrary to his Otders. He afk^d mè, 
^wfaat could be expeâed from you after^' his Deatlt,^ 
fUKe at lefs than a Mile's Diftance frâM> hiiii»^ 

* Itk xeg2tà to foine Planks; ipiad^; qA |:>r att^'s 
CieremOBy, wiiich remaiiied ia^ tbie Church. and the 
Sopciior canfed to be put by in the^Stôrc-h'ôufe of the 
Jàûhcyf M no Qn^could tçli'vd^^ tfaay beîdiig^d to. 

undcrr 
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under his Eyes, and under mine, you preAimed 
to trefpafs againft the In^ftitutes of you^Houfe» ^ 
and the Foundcr of it ? You. can't ftudy your 
Obligations too much. Bad Examples will never 
jufUfy you* Your DifintereftedaeÊ ihould be 
ptrf^y for '^tis impoffible your Hoafe fhould want 
for aijy.thjing) as long as there is a King in 
France* Enquir© therefore very carefuUy, if this 
Timber has been givcn, or not, to la Ferté^ and 
let me hâve a precife Ânfwer. I wiih either 
that you may be innocent, or humble enough to^ 
owh yourfelf guilty. 

LET TE R CXXVIL 

^ 3f(9 the famé. 

# • \ 

i < • - 

.1 F we nrgleâ to mftniâ our Nuns, as foon as 

i am.dead Jthere will .be Guardiaxîs appointed 

,to take Care of tbem j. thèy wUl get, as fuper- 

* inten4ajftt of their T^mporaliticS) fome one who 
Vvill give them perpétuai Trouble^ or ruÎRthem 
by bis ImpofitiQiis,' or his Mifmanagemenlr. I 

^know \^e muft hâve Patience witb them; 

^!we. can't exptft they fliould be very expert tbîs 
long time to corne ; and this is the Reafon of 
my being iii fuch Hafte to forin them, I ofFer 

;myfélf, ancl'all my Family to ferve.tbêmi and I 
ihall. th^nk np^ing of. becoming myfelf their 

• ..: Steward, 
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Stewacd, their Houfe-keeper» their Servant, it 
doing fo I can but teach them to aâ for them- 
felves in thefe Capacities» This U my Aim», 
thefe are the Sentiments of my Heart ; 'tis fronD 
this ail my Impaticncis and Eariieftnei» pfoceedts 
and I leave you to judge^ iî I am miftakem. 

No îndifcFeet Occonomy ! if any Retr-enclv- 
ment U^ requiilte, let it be from you wfao are 
Nuns, and not from the young Ladiesv 'Tîs 
you that bave made Vows of Poverty.. In Times 
cf DiArefs let not the young Ladies eat brown 
Bread, till you are yourfelves reduced to blaclc: 
And perpetuate iç yo.ur Houfe the good Spirit of 
confidering them in every Tbing as the prim^ 
Objeâ of your Inflitutioir. 

From the famé Princtple be always ready to 
iacrifice your temporal to your fpiritual Con'- 
cerns* Be more attentive to maintain Régula^ 
rity, than to make the moft of your Revenue». 
The Rùin of religîous Houfes never proceedè 
from Difintereftedneffi. Don't employ youp beil 
Nuns in keeping yovr Accounts, but in forming 
the Novices^ and in inftruâing the Childrem 
Never forget that it waa* not for you St. Çyr was 
buift) and that it was for them yOu took the V^eil. 
What would be A&b of Supererogation in others^ 
in you. are Dutics not ti> be. omitted. 

L E T T E R 
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t E TTE R CXXVHL 

* ^a Madame de Roquemont. 

xr es; iiij dfear Dbog^ter, I aai the HroteâidS 
of Récréation^ and I IhaB never ccafe re^ 
Commenëing that and good Difeipline. In my 
Opinion one contribuées to the other, and Nuns 
who obferve t&e Silence enjbtned by tbetr Rules^ 
and apply themfelves diligently to the Govera* 
Aient of the C]^flês, and to difcharge the other 
Dîities of the Houfe, requîre fome Opportunity 
of unbending their Minds. I can't imagine that 
zwy Récréations, IregùUted by the Superior, can 
be produâive of Mifchief, and am inclined tô> 
thi^ t&atthbfe whb oppôfe tbcitf, bave:leis Hu- 
mility ' and Sîmplicity than thefe who imagine 
âhcy ftand in Need of fome- Relaxation ; and 
.that the Aufterity ot the former proceeds from 
Self-love. I believ« that diofe who are feally 
moft fervent asid moitifièd, vnlï reocter^then^ 
iblves more agreeable to God,. by. conforma^ tO 
trhe refty than by endeiivourUig to dlftifiguilk 
;themfelvesi and that Charity. aad CondefccA- 
.tioir are of greater Value than an^ voluntary. 
Aufteriçies whatfoeverw In fine, aiy dcar Daugb- 
ter» I think your Superiors fkouli be ymy attea* 
tive to amufe you, as long aa you..don't endea- 
p . » .. vogr. 



,Vour tQ procure yourfelves any PIca(i|re firon» 
"without poars; and withîn.abftain from ail 
Irregularities- I am the botder to fpeak my 
Mînd fr'eely, as yourholy Blfliop, whom I haye 
èften confulted on the Occàfion, andVhocer- 
tainly is not rùfpeâeid of Relaxation, lias ofteh 
anfwered me, tbat you were alloNved too little^ 
Trime for your Récreatk)hs. ' Continue therefore 
to Ibllicit boldly for them. I wifh your Health 
would pjermlt yqu tq.hasce ^S^iare/in them, aa 
I moft tendériy tove you. * But wby fliouîd thofe 
who hâve coqipoièd^ the Ruies, diink them fo 
firlâ and exaâ ? Would it not be better to miti- 
gate diem, than to gfant Recreatipns fo ofteiy? 
No ; it is abfolutely necefiàry the Ladiea of 
^t. Lewis fhould be exaâ i mA any itération i(i 
the Rules would be detrîûitiital to the End fqr 
which the Rdes were forined. We muft modeh 
xate ottr Labour, but not defert it« 

Little Ji ViUefirt is drowned in Sorrow, but on 
ifiy gîviog her aPiftoIe, her Countenasiee deared 
vapj which proves that we bringwith us mltotfae 
World every inorduiate Defiie. Your Servants 
are in the Vapours, perhaps a Prefent wûiild 
cure them ; gtve them therefore, from me, ten 
Piftoles* Our Maftcrs ♦ find the Time hcre veiy 
heavyy and yet prétend that it pafies very âg^m»* 

• The Royal ramily^ 

ablyi 



zhïy, Cpiximehd me to Stl Cyr ! In Spite of ail 
its Faults« I had rathec lîve t&ere than in anV 
other Placé on the Face, ôf 'the Ea'rth. I dare 
not fpeak to Sîfter ^ Glaphn^ cri Atcount bf her 
too great Senfibility and myown. What a Hap- 
plnefi '^tis, my dear Daughter, to be abfé to find 
God In ail Places F for what Créature ever fuir 
ficeditfelff " . ' , 



L E TT E R 

' ^0 Madame de Champîgny. 

T Ncver faw any thing fo pretty, fo-gcnteeli (b- 
engaging, fo clear, fo weî^ planned, fo élo- 
quent, fo reguUri in a Word, ne ver- any thing 
fo wondériul as'yourLcttrr. If your Confcience 
k in as good Order, Monfseur Treilh ^ has a 
very cafy Taflc 'Fis Inie^-my dear Daughtei^ 
that mine is at Peace, but you would bc very un* 
cafy, were you to fee the Sallies of Impatience 
and Indignation, the Fits. of Grief^ and fomei- 
timeaeveoorDçfpair, of: my poor Spîrit^ in the 
.midft of the Importdnitîe^yoa''. mention,, whicfa 
are encreafed beyond Meafure fince the Court of 
Englandzxià ours hâve livedtogether. I believe 
-you baye too. inuch good Senfe to grieve at mfj 

, ^ Madame dt Chamftgny^t Gonfeflbr./ 
• * Abfènce 5 
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Abfence ; I fhall be back, pleafe Gocf , by the 
2yûi of this Month. Your Panegyrick on Sifter 
Vandam is a Mafter- pièce. You know, my dear 
Daughter, how much I love you ; my Love i« 
fo iincere you cannot but perceive it. 

L E T T E R CXXX. 

TV JMladame de Fontaines. 

ê 

T Hâve no News to tell you fince Yeftcrday, 
except that we are fpattered from Head to 
Foot, almoft drownfcd, and worrîed to deathv 
As. for myfelf m partîcuïar, I am over- whelmed 
wîth Grief at feeing myfelf îo long fçparated 
from my dear Chîldrçn, în whom ail my Wifiiè^s 
centcrcd. I muft aflc Sîfter de Radonay\ P^ir- 
don for thts Phraie,' which after ail îs foo wea^ 
to exprefs the Greatnefs of my Diflrefs in thé 
midft of Company, Careflès, Plcafures, Honoury, 
tmd Riches. Let us (ay no more of it, for fhe 
wotjld- n&stt pardon me. Théfe Circilkmftances 
added to the Badnefs of the Weathèr, hiiidcrnre 
from tàking feveral Jittle charîfable Journie», 
•which woutd be an Amufement to myfelf, Und 6f 
Service to othcrs. Tell that fuHen Woman 
{Madame de Jas) that the Subjeft of her Lettct 
Is lo important, tb^t I fbQuld iu>t.fail to anfwer 
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if^ if I W2S not fure you can fajr to he r as mueb 
on the OccaûoD» as I eould fay myfel£ Tbe 
Haftinefs of my Temper contrtbutea as much to 
jendjer me ufelefs^ as a Want of Capacity* 

L E T T E R CXXXI. 

To Maàame du Peron. ^ 

July 28, f 708. 

T NO longer take any Dellgbt in writing lo* 
yoU| my dear Daughter, bçcaufe I ihould be 
glad to give jou Pleafure, and J can only make 
you uneaiy. After ail, ASairs in Flanders don*t 
£0 ill. Tbe greateft Part of the Troops tha 
wtre difperfip d, are corne back to their Cojoun* 
Tbe Number of tbe killed is but fraaU,>and tb^t 
pî the Pri/biiers lefs than was re^orted». io tbat 
we bave fiill a nuoierous Anny, iuid in good 
Spirits, but I am afraid of the Duke of Vin^ 
d9mi% Prcfumption bringtng us into. fome new 
ficrape, in café we riflçed aAolher Sattle. Tbe 
Duke q{ BuMgunéi w^ conftantly of tbeNunv- 
ber of tbofe who gave the beft Adviçe, but bV 
Want of Expérience prevents an entire Confi- 
.denQe in his Judgoient* . It woutd be a great 
Happinefs to you to fee his Letters, they are ia 
iuU of Courage» Piisty» and good Seofe ! I ear- 
. i aefily 
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nefily recommend him to ail your Prayers, and 
you mu^ fitfLyrfof him wUh wicommon Fervour 
and Dé^ôtîôiî. * Our rrinces hâve been expofed 
to a Danger to yfhî<i^ çi^cn .Death would hâve 
been préférable. My greateft Ahrms at prefent 
are for Daupèine^ where 'tis impoflible the Duke 
of Sav9y (hould not .dp a great deal of Mifcbief» 
tho' mofi People imagine th(it, in Café he made 
90 Irruption into that Province, he w:^uld. not bf 
long ablc to maln^âiia hisTootiiig. Ineverftoe4 
io much; in: Need, ^ St. Qpr boib ta hide me» 
and to QomfQi;t .me. Çod |ki^^^ where oitr 
greateft Senfibility lies, axid how .to. ftrike ii^ 
there. .1 expérience it by a long Abfimce ftom 
you. : iPe cheiar^ul. Isuyweirej!, mfi ^esa QhSAffn^ 
y9i^}Qrîffr.w^4 0A^;(bnK9 to eocreafe oitne* 
fopn ^int9'ih^ nfujr pbtain^P^oe f^ us» f. 
^dv lyiatter of AtBfjgH^ iAt^eiy ibing I fte^ 
aivl ÎQ evoy âun^I bearV but W€ tote a powtt<* 
iiil Çomiforter* 
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L E T T E R CX^Xlt 

Tû tbe famé. 

Auguft ^^ 170?. • 

T Often want Time to wrîte to you, but of- 
tcncr Courage. I am under perpétuai Atarms 
about the Succfefsfof the Càmpaîgn^ ' The Duke 
of Èurgundy vs at the Héad of a 'powerful Army, 
advantagdoufty poftécl,' well Uippltcd*with ^eiy 
thhig, and in high Spirits,* but *tîs fiid he càn*t 
bring it Home without a Battle, and my Hcart 
is ready to burft at the Thooghts of one. I de- 
foe tbér^forej teif dcar Dâughtcr, yôu will-'oti 
tUs Occa^fion ^6^ eVèrythÎDgthatjou mâythink 
properefttto^rasir dôwn thé BleiGng of 6od 
upb» ^r Ar JiV»V -cii^ fet on dyok^Nifoérufi * of 
Prayer^ ând Mufles. I can't diflbmblè wttK you, 
my dcar Daughter» (o that my Lettcfs caïi only 
affliâ you. Don't acquatnt Madame dà Glapiôn 
with every thing I tell you ; you muft fpare her 
Seniibility. Not only yourfelf muft take Cou- 
rage, you muft infpire the reft of your Houfe 
ivith it. 

* Devotiona ef any kind, that \z& tôt nîne Days 
t^ethei\ 

L E T T ER 
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, t ET T Ei R CXXXIII. 

t *^ ' Tû ibe faine. 

T Hâve been.under terrible Appréhendons for 
• . .the Province oî^Dmtpbmi^ and \n à down^ 
xight Fever foc four 'and twehty Hours ; bue 
Yefleida^ wd Isarnéd that die .Duke' df Savôy had 
Aopt ihort,i that. the Duke of Berwick was under 
no great Apprehenflons» ànd thàt the lohabttantsr 
of Lyons had on this Occafion givenfîgnal Proofs 
of their Courage, AfTe^on» and Loyahy. They 
did evèry thing that was proper to be done in 
fuch a CopjUn^uré; Gpyenri thelt. Suburbs with 
Intrenchmentà, and provided for a vigprous De« 
fence» ;Svftcr Je Verirîeux ♦ muft write to Lyons 
to.let them know hpw much i^e are dfdighted 
with their Behaviouf • ^ They 4eferve to hâve 
the Pleafure of. hea/ing of .thç Kii)g!3 Approba- 
batipn fçoin evcry Quarter- *Tis happjr foff her 
flip knew nothiog of thtf Conflernation I was in 
for that, Çountry. , Yes,'. certainly, I. confider. 
Madanie de NeuvilU as pnq $f my.Daughtert^ 
and in fome meafure too» a9 a Gr^nd-daughter 
of St. Fnmcis de SaUs^ with whom» ihethinks» 
ihe WJ^,upon i^ry goo4 Tttm»% J\ eVer had for 

t liwiaaMM'Vtrtriiux wts ift N^ve of Ljens. 

the 



(13») 
tfae Xj£is of St. Uaàt tfae S nttTmrTrtTf af aM> 
ther, (RM- fering Aem mare or Ie& « tter dé- 
fend. I bcj jo» •=? irilSfer*ÎL>«n, 
rtiat I love iKr aa wmh nbtxt nm^a^A ia bibbI- 
ii.gvaiiiSM»rBob»iil ™ li l ii j ij i« i»*î»g l 
Nidn te tfae V t' << d»>MH S«cu- 

^uQP lîjf ont '■nlIBR IM HB WFHKLBltCï^^Hk 
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Y -^^— ** K^ «f Ae . M 1 ASà, Ife 

i ^,;^ I KCiwïJ y<wr LettiT, uri W ^ 

K <miU a» alHr b DniSnt. If 

;» ID Dame a Sqaiior fcr Ifat AUc^, 

ttev M aoCkcafiMi fcr hà^ in Miy 

i-«i«- Modoi ^ awmliAa) I 

nnacn^kia <»» good N»ti lorltat 

M»l««<»fclfc ^.««t te fpjak g, 

«fcech ymi, dut Tide, if jat ban > 

■«U l-gogl'Arùr^ia'Nim'oflier,- and 

cndesToiv 
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ctoâeavdvir 16 l>e onc yourfclf. I heard â Cardi- 
nal ÙLy, that he valued'hfmfelf more upon being 
a Bifliop thâii upon being a Cardinal. 'You 
Aould be of thc famé Way of thînking, and 
value youriUftmore as a Nun than as an Abbefs. 
You wili be very angry at my inot fending you 
MademoifeUe éPAumaky bftt wé are both cf us 
very much afraid that fome Accident mïght hap«^ 
pen on the Road. The Famme haa catifêd fuch 
a Ferment among the People, that ît îs not pru- 
dent to come in their Way. The Evil is too 
great to laft long, and I hope the Pains taken by 
the King to procure Corn, V/iU put an End to 
thefe Commotions. I am very fenfible of your 
Diftrds, but waited to fee the Cardinal^ who 
tbld me, that AHé Vajpi fiad received for you 

fome Moneydue fromthcCiyfTw^/rV^Nuns ofPon* 
toîfêy and I bave added 250 Livres to ît. *Tîs a 
Trifle, but if you knew with how many Obje£b^ 
I am farroundcd !-r- 'Tis true fhat the King bas 
given Orders for the Importation of '^ . n from 
abroad, l)ut it will not be at my Diipcia!, and 
you muft expeâ no other Benefit from it^ thaa 
that of feeing the Markets lower. Maréchal de 
Noatlles*s fanerai Oraiîon is a very good Pièce,» 
and has even appcared fo tb thofe who intended 
to ridicule itt 

Youf 



. Toor HappineTs will ev^r l>e proporUçoedl tO: 
your Piety, which ought Iq^ be folid and upright, 
ànd /tis Submij9lion alone can iQa|^f i| %;.. , You 
muft not expeâ. to be obeyed bjr ott^^ Mftl^ 
yau know how to,obey your^elf.,.; I.aja^ çhf^n^ 
yrith the Açco^nt MonGeur Treilb gfves o^^you. 
I wzs farprized tq hear him fpcak of the^Excefs 
of your Piety, becaufe I kifow he requùres a- 
great deal. Hençe I condude you are a Saint, 
or at lea^ in*a fair way of becoming one. Obey 
this good Man. Thofe who command always^ 
9nd never obey, fiad it a very diffiçult mat* 
ter to conquçr Pride. My Tendernefs . for- you 
is as lively as ever, and you may expeâ to be. 
yrell tormented. People fpeak of nothing hère 
l>ut Gomer-Fantainesy which we reprefent to our- 
felves as another St. Cyr^ and perhaps fomething 
better. Let your old Nuns.know how tranf- 
ported I am at their Greedinefs of the Word of 
God. I confider them as my Children, and 
think myfelf highly honoured in being their Mo- 
thcn I fliall always Intereft myfelf earnefily 
for every Houfe, where God is well fêrved. You 
hâve Reafon, Madam, to complain of the little 
Affiftance to be expeâed from the greafeft Num- 
Ber ; they are not inftruâed in their Duties j the 
Sermons the^ hear are very tong, very vague, 
and very ufelefs 3 their Preachers jQiouId be more 
^. particular. 
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pàrticulàn You may lA^ell îhiagme wé dîfl lîot 
fôrgct to fpeak o( yoiir NôVîces. tlt defcribed'- 
A? ViefMilk aà fâir and i-uddy, Jî/^z^/ ^îth à Veiy 
broàd Face, Champléhàn fomeWh^ pâle, Sût jlt 
of them Vèry fervent. Love Aferïl, I befecch you, 
Madim, I wtote to your Favôurîtéi lÀrhên ï 
tfioùgStlcould fervè ïief. î hàvé toafinafliTf'imé 
to livc, fô' ttirtw aiiy Part away, confiffèrntg 
crpecially hovir mûch rif ft my GôirdîtioiT alresifly 
makes irié loft. 'Tt^ triie indeed, ihitTiftie 
fj^efnt in fuflferifîg îsf hôt îoft. * 

You do vcry well în cridcavoiirîÂg to (hattch 
Madtîmoifelltf de Sèrirtotfi froth ihë Wdfïd, iti^ 
v^Hch Aie wôiild be more ekpbftd td Dàrfgèf' 
thaiï anofher ; but pay foirtè Kegdi-d tô hêt Age 
a$id Corifthiftiorf, #hkh' ^éjf}tat^db[l& of gréait 
AôfkHticfflT^ ^îs filty tb iitisIgiAe that' ycfâflg 
P^iople nuift bé «tfrty iftui-éd to Ctfcdi. Thisy fnmft 
bave firft attatfred a: proper Agey smd tftqùired a 
ftiftcieixt 3iàA 0f Heallth and Strctff^ ; âftd theiv 
ind^èd ttiey- mSf follov^ thek Rùïè«. Mad^nfiôU 
felle dé Bai^ muft acedtom herîTelf té do ^th-*^ 
<M my Wridrt^s ^^«^ Aiaf ^6 IfLdtcay give 

cven yourfelf any of it. I wrote- ilrïdfeiéd t^ 
KfadèmoiiUKf /// Serntûtfey bèc^f%^ I ims^ned the 
Appeàtancè of my Hand mîght in'âhe" the CorW 
ténts of thaï Letter fiht deepe^'Mfb héf HPeàrt. 
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, . la !H^ ,Ni)iis cail a Sacrifice, was really fb, 
}|Q\ir Relations would no longer make any Claim 
uppa jroH) ner you upon them». You ihould hâve 
fialntoreft butin your Communicy.. \ hâve fiili 
Memory «nough to recoUeâ that your Confi- 
dence in your Sifler created fome Jealoufy. If 
you don't love her^ you can be no -gieat Com- 
fort to hcr ; and if you do, the reft. of the 
Houiè ivill be jealous at it. Receive ber how- 
cver, nky dear Daughter^ Ibr weak as your Rea- 
fôns are» I muft, thrpugh »Coaipaffion^ yield to 
tbedi, and to tho& Complaints made by Rela- 
tions, wbo know nothîng of tbe Duties of Per- 
fons. dead .to tbe World. You may dépend on 
my not rê(enting your Sifter's Admiffion, I only 
wi(h tfaat you may not fooo bave Reafon to 
repent it.^ -tYou will fi^ffer a great dçal before 
you will ht abk to pre vail on yourfelf to let me 
know ic,< and^ftt laft you will part witb ber. Bue 
your Seperaltioa will be attended witb one Ad* 
vantage, tbat.of 'ber never thinking again to re- 
tum i and tbeReproacbes flic majr afterwards 
Biafke, will b«/ar lefi.grievous than if. fliç w^e 
Qn the Spot 

Cannot you (end away fome of tbe Girls I pay 
Son Alas ! we muft tbink of fparing even Bread ; 
at|d I bave tbe Mortification of being obliged to 
leflên tbe Number of my Penfioners, at a Time 

: I fhould 
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I ihould be glad to^încreafe it I give Mademoi* 
felfe iAumaU 200 Livœs \o fend you.- You' 
mày judge by tbe Soiallnefs of this Sutti how 
fewitVmth me^ It is lïot tnie that a Peacê 
has^eea:cônduded**We{batl net hâve one with« 
<^ut ybu£ k^owlng it< But iibn't contradiâ the 
Kepcirty f(»: 'tis nots amifi P^le fhould believ^ 

Do net imagine I fervèd you, when it was iii 
my Power, wîth a View of tyranîzing over you> 
or of makifig myfelf Mrfirefs of your Houfe. 
My Âdvice to yod fhall ever be fihcere. Your 
Sifter and you will do Wonders in the Begin- 
ning, but fome Relaxation will foon happen, and 
you wili befides find it a difficult Tafk to cure 
thç JealoUfy 6î your Nûns.. 
. I am very forry a Nun educated at St. Cyr^ 
fliould not know ihat flie prays to God when 
ihe ferves him ; and > that fhe ferves him, when 
ihe ferves the Houfe to whicb fhe bas confecratec^ 
hferfelf for bis Sake. This is a Fervor of No4. 
vices, but a very pardonable one, fincc it pro- 
ceeds from an excellent Principle. Our Sifter, . 
when a little more advanced, will know how to . 
pray by keepîng herfelf conftantly in God*s Pre- ' 
fence. We often deceiye ourfelves, and look for 
nothing in Praycr but a little Relaxation fronx 
Bufinefs* 

- ^ - M 2 ' • "'fis'' 
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C^€i with cveiy qti^j^ yous^v^God graueyW 
tîott aedf ai^cttc^ttotm^^ $»)« tfP,yM F 

1 

niÙ»'àceâ(Bïn îroIffliiAo do' Wifliout 'me. ' Uy 

ana-QH3"bf4hf '-'ï.éft"t'Hings I ever did,. Waato- 
commit your Soûl to ,hU Care. It is hiajx 
Time I fhould tpafce ^jr, WilL' 'What .Anfvren 
wonld you give, m;f deiar Daughter, to bne of 
' i "- *> your 
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your Nuiu^that fliôiïW tell'you,'"fliè'tras uncafy 

theChoEchi You would fclî h«r that her Uri^ 
éafmcfeu.was y«yî conâîieiidaWe," but^ttîit^lhe 
oUgfat jiot to cajncy dvid Scruple too far, and thàf 
God is lîot igftorant whether Aie fought.for Prc- 
rexts to be abfent, or hadgood Reafons fo^ be- 
ing fow We hâve to deal with a Mafter who. 
is net to be deceived. 

, It was faidy that Madcmoîfellc &Sm* had"^ 
fpent three Wcéks with you ; but I find h Was» 
a^ bik Report. Tbis poor Glrl is greatJy har- 
dened, and will fooner or later pay dear for her 
Folly. I often fp^alc to the Dutchefs of F^«/<7- 
dçur i neitber of us hâve any great Crédit. I 
am under lUuch Apprebeiifion for 'Madeinoifelle 
^ Sermoijè* 

I am apt to think you don't well know how 
to make youj: Barl^^bread. Ko one likés it in 
Soup, I ate pf it jnixed vi^ith Wbes^t, and it 
was very good« Moniieur /^gofi- maintains^ that 
it is not unwholeibme* I ihed T^^n on read» 
fiag the Réception Madame le Çûmte^^Bretd rfist 
with» Ijt is if?ipQffible to be ^p^ç^ua^inted wi^h 
Mifery, when I fee oiy Childrqn in (iich J>i« 

ftreis* 

• The Duke of OrUtuu Miftréft. 

M3 LETTER^ 



L E T T E R OXXXVI. ' ■ 

,. , ,„ . . . ^0 tke famé..., • . .-.^ ^ - 

'^ HO' 'tis my Intention tô critîcife evéryLinë 
ot your Letter, I muit fet out by telling 
you, that I am charmed wîth the'Candour wkh 
lyhich you fo much abound.* ' ' '••'': ^- 
î did not in the leaft doubt tut that'yoïï'^ouhd 
b'e greatly difpleafed at my taking Madénroiftlle 
<fe Sm froih you. 'Some l'-ttlé Zerf- ^f^èêàih. 
verUon, and the Expeilàtion of gi*eat FaTOt^i^^ 
at a Tîmc of great Diftrefs, fupply you With 
many Excufes before God ; but you reàfoii lipôn* 
a falfc Principle, when you fay ïhe htpktX)9 of ' 

hef own accord. It was the Dube 6f Orléans 

■♦ ' - * ' » If 

who turned hei^ âway, ^nÔ riVé priôV GIH tfrd not 
leave hîin for once 'bîdàirîg, '"5.hé mulï dietetore 
havc arrived at your Abbey în à* Fit of 'Paffion ^ 
and Dcfpaîr; covered wîrti Pàînt^ rîchly 
dreffcd ; In â Word;' a toiîipletc Wbrïdh'rtg, and 
a-cofnplcté^Sînnèr, • . * 

■ï muft'ow'h' I tKoiight fiitn â Womah à^ân- 
gôrou^'Speâacle for an Âbbefs of thirty, ànd 
nine young Ladies brought up at St. Cyr» Ncî- 
ther did I imagine it was proper to hâve Made* 
fnoifelle (TJrgenton in a Houfe with which I 

maintain 
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Riaîntain fo confiant a Correlpondencc, or tTiat 
ît was my Bufiners to attend te» her Hiflory, 
and acquaint thc Court with every thing flie did. 
'Tis faid (he will rétire to a Convent at Corn- 
piegrje^.V/h^ra Ihe ]ii(cd when a Child. I ihould 
make no Obftacle, Madam, to your rcceiving 
her,.if once (he was thorougîily con^'crtèdV Bit 
I fliçuld require more years to be fattsiied of her 
Converfion, tlian you would Days to think 6f 
adn^itfing her- 

, ^o,u are B flrange Woman to fay that this 
Çlfi,!^ aRegafd for.you-, This is that foolilh 
Ç]|f^ijjity whiph,^ the vVorld laughs at in tiùnsï 
who. believe evçry tliing they iiear. But^ al as !" 
Pcople are every Day deceivecl in Frïetjdiriipa 
evenoftwe^ty Years ft^nding., . , 

Yoo %■ jpu are çonvinoed of her Sîncçrity, 
^nd ,all çl^s Qii,Açcqunt of ,/ôme ConnetjHoç.s 
with her Famil/j, without haying ever fecji her., 
But ypu fhopl^ y^ait to , fee what Tiifn Ihe 
will, now t^, and what w" ' 
A great oiany ^eople th^nk 
pcrficial She is over Head 
1 fliputd bç r,ery forry. fhe te 
your Houfc. I will do ^IJ I c 
4e Ventadourj to prçverit it. , .! . ;,^ , . , 

M 4 t E T T É R 
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To Cftrdiml de Noailles. 

ibe bring9 from tfaencé fitock. mfe miicb. XDur 

Àbbefs Kifièrs greatly» the/are ttductà fo Itfw 
^ to .bç^obtl^d, t|e)^!m^& Uft ofifirea^/i^adpHDf 
parleyy botf| b»ndl and very Wàck t rîE'hii'J^a^'ïs 
?^S./^¥'1^WraMMng:theijpC^^^ vOnddf 

jjny F;amyy |s goipg ^o taki^Hptne a DaVil^tof^of 
his,^^^!^;I Jiad fent there, The Girl |s'^edi*red 
tq.i^eer,.Skin and Bqncsj her ^ppearan^ç fe!C^ 
c^^tlyi j^qqaonftratcs the Famine ihal;. pre^^Ss 

'«^Wj îa-? k?S» fPX {'Ordh you^ may fmk^. a^littlç 
Colleâion in your Houfe, for a Giifl 19I fi^rth 
and Merit, and withal your Relation, who is 
almoft ftarved to Death. I çan reclçon up twenty 
Louis d'ors in your Family, would but the prin- 
cipal ones ûf thofe who compofe it, giye each 
a fingle onc, One of your Lad ies of Honoui[ 
itiight, fo^ the Trouble of afking, obtain a Çol- 
ïeâion from^ the Dutchefs of Burgund}. You'll 
t^\ ine, my Lord, that I might provide for her 
myfeif]^ but certainly 'cis not équitable that I 

alone 
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alonc fliould bc obliged to do cvcry thîng^ A 

little AffifFatîOe bf >his Kîiirf wotild'^rôeiirefhcm 

Wheat to mix wtA thelr Barky tLH next Har- 
veft. */.i.î '• 

.1 fend you Ae hundred Crowns you make me 

SfveJfhhrlDum'ïMj. • I-* hiWPC' no Dkmbt al: sdl 

afiHerrbèmg.ii|;gi;^t,£H&«(By biâV<t4ha¥eÂjO 

&e3ifQn^;Cbb|urefer tor. tq -fo mafty OiijeAà' with 

Vihkh^^^mxys'&ixcminàcà yznà l- muft own, had I 

anifottedc'nothing- but niyJiiclinatio»^ I iheuld 

bvesgimpttkiài Tnfle»-to M^diime 'deGmif^ 

^(«i6!E&s^;vflthom J^IoMe^Tatfaer tilMiti t^>» Strangei 

* hiéiir ifmbingU)l« ^ l&m ^éty- tljlfîg' ' rtièowi^ 

ki;>ftt)>vCa(^% ic ' id- to . b» «^bligecL to leflêflf one^a 
^ms, at a Tî^e that-tJièy are.iiioft-'^^iitingl 
(ft^intefiifli vvfet*fiiQtikl escpcmikce .wliat Mi&ry 
y^^^d^vitigr uVMDf thet Metnscoix reHevio^ 

* 



k I 



lu' 



1« 



\'J. 



1 ' • » ' »^ »* • . , 



'■'■ '• ■"'■'' -m S ■ 'L IPT'TER* 



. t ]K T TE R CXXXVIIL 

' ' ^0* Madame ôeGhpion. 

V î^riifw yf^hzt Hàs hajiperied; 'în^ dcar Dkugh- 
tér ; atïd yéu <)tigHt to Tejbîcie at it, at leaft in 
the Sûperhr Regtm. Yoà werc greàdy to Maine 
in doubting of Madame de \ *\ . *s Friendfkîp. 
If fhe îs prejttdîccd at alî, 'tîs rettaiftiy îh your 
Faveur ; but'let Péoplé lOve àtïd «tocm yoa'dver 
fo much^ »thiey'muft'H6bftrve FaSlingè^n yoù, I 
pt^feâly khbw wfeat-'théy aî^, ^aîné-Hcnowât^ 
bôeâ^ I b^v^Tb^^'âll^inyfdf, aUd^many^ more 
fbfttyouare exempt- from. I^iall we examine 
oarConfcienœistdgeth^f > ;._ . 

We are ndt kunsible^ but y&u hâve gfeat.;Re-* 
tmc9^ whereia iH in» every thiiïg côtiCribû^l» 
to^ nouriih Pride* Y(»tik>vie^ you iknoiw^ tbe 
F^ra^iices of yoi£r Inftituite $ you will at leaft get 
the better of that Sei^ibtfkyand ^Difguft^^ that 
natural DeKcacy, wfaicb the A^iâîon, infepera« 
ble from a bad State of Heal^, contûbuteff^ita 
encreafe. Courage^ my dear Daaghtcr l^t^ us. 
pfay for Strength to bear- with oarfehre%tiânAtl0. 
bear with others. Let us endeavoQrtoiie&int^^ 
f(^ tlie Sakç of this làfe as irv^U a$ the next. 

> 



We are apt to be too much ihocked at the 
Want of Reafon in thofe that are likè us, but 
'tis no great Propf of our pwn, for if itwas not 
blind, it would certaînîy render us more patient.* 

We a^e li^ç^ife apt to. bave too great a De- 
pendarjce^Qp pur o^p:,Pfaâice&# fn.,me^'tis,2Jeal,. 
îii you 'tis Probl^j and in.both a kind of Diffi^ 
dence in the Providèirce of God'; vvho* enijploys: 
diilerent Means to compafs bis Ends» i^ 

We love to know our Failings wkhout fuffér-- 
n^otheir? to: ac^nç .us 5vith i^n^m*^ 

yjf,^ d^ toQ {GjxfibiiQ of<>urqwn.SuflFéniîgs,.andî 
9iak^ oarfe^v^s tf^ un^fy at^ut. ^ofe, of pur 

Friends^ We abandon. QUiiel¥e^ t^ e^fi^^ve* 
Sadnefe. A Saint once wrçte to «ne. In pur 
Jj^iéfiofti and in yout PUty, h a Mm^.' AJitljle 
Unpolitenefs would be of great Servie» td')rou.;. 

nor coMld ev^ fbnie Roughne($ dq^, yoU;>any 
Harm,. TheOock calfe i^e, and 'tis^ a Hity> for 
I am highiy deligbteil . in cotverJing wkfa you». 
Whatcver Subjèâ we fall* upon, tbe Difcourfe. 
'sdways pleafes me. But after alL we writo^ too> 
snuch> and 'tis one of our FaiIiog$«^ Wc^love 
to Qssak of ourfelves^ tho' to ourown Prejndure^, 
andrthis h bne of the Ijnperfeâitcais hardeikia^ 
WocBl-to lie conqucred». 
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:%;;rt' .t:%''lt' ,fe?fifci .: 

• • ' ffftBè ^iHnaf de î^oaillès/ ^ .' ! t, 

"ral Letter, ,^n<i 1^?, ^1^. yr\% rt>e.F^ . 
two Paflages,^ ççpcetniçg^ \i(bi,cji,l^.d0fires J a>fy, 
explain Ijis Sentiments tq yçt^ Th^ fifft i;.elates 
to the Expreflîon, 5«e /<^ <^ ^«jjqg^.iy^b be ' 
tjiinks. inconfift^nj i^ith ^i§ 0ig«^. , i3;"tefor<fr'. 

you. woiild ^fîp^.,VI{,çJl 40 inlil^^lit^le OK^^ m^jÇ 
diat Article, ^ % a&it.coii^cetns A'îôilcy.,-: iuij^ 

Pra^ic^s b^mg,CQfltrarx.ta:Niyt%ï^^ l^.4biH?^ 
able even aoiofig P^^^jn^ .. . ., ^. v. -•: v.^'t ^air' 
The King, i}af: bçjjrv iaÇocq|ed^ ,^^ia.&^^^^ 
jeûà are jiot fuffifiicntîy; b^^^ii^^jl^^ 
ip what they owe hin^ 'Tis his Duty. tp ^ije^, 
ferve and défend theoi ; but then fae cahnot do 
ît without their. own Affiftance, Inaprpve. this 
Hint, and ît will be Jooked upon as; a Favqur. 
Thefc Inftruâions are more wanted in Pa^is^ 
where ail the Money lies hid^ than in the Prpr 
vinces which hâve beeh aheady exhaufted by 
their Contributions for bis Majefty's Service. 

Igavc 



( ^53 ) 

I gave the King a full Account cf the Con- 
tents of your Letter, and, he )ia$ liftened to them 
with the Submii&on he owes hi^ Archbiihop. . He 
has retreiidbed bV Table at Murli^ fent his 
Gold Plate to the Mint ; given Monfieur De/-- 
0Mri/irhi^ Jewêls t6 raife Money upon. He^will 
be evor reàdyv ihe ij^s,.t6 fiiâp hiinfëlf fût Su|t)^ 
jeâs wiio hâve dc»lie fa.much*for him. 

Yefterdaiy I received a: large Racket fi-om the 
Ikûit de Nnaiiksj who. h)6ks upon a Peaçe to 
b6 a^ fbod ^âs conciudedy and argues upon that 
Çuppofittbn. ' \He ha^ ient a Courier to Mon? 
fmos dir Cka^ifft^ to lét; him kaow h^ is ia 
W,^nt. 'of *v«fJC iJbiflg. He; takesr the. Jefuit's 
Bark fqra-Feveiv I inake no Doubt, my Lord, 
^ y^t hpivi^g he^iiFd froai him*. I dpn't knoMU 
wh^n hîs Qt>^rier w^l} be i^nt^ b^k. ^Yfixyi 
tbing herq {^pci^s Yfii^ fl<^wly . 
, Your. Pafifitràl l^er^ tboMgh read ovQr^in ai 
Hurry» has. beoif gifeatly Approvfsd qf». *Ti|iinr: 
pofl^bte: tp ipkp ai bett^f Mk^M <tf çQi^]»i|Û2)g 

]U6emMd>^^ik7^ 
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L E T T E R CXL. 

Tû Madame de la VibfviUè*^ 
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'TT^HE Novice's Fault,.^bout -WfticK'yoïi write 
me, ia not to be ovcr-loDlBcd»* btit wfaat ^u 
fay of the Spirit of the old Nnns, is ftMatter of 
the greateft Lnpoctanœ.' Lfocmerly.âifeovered 
the famé S^rit in out Clafs d£ giowii^up:Girb«. 
It Was impoffible to .rqnfteianol^one'of t)real'9^ 
wlthout difiiovermg in i tiie nA a^greàt ëe:^Oif 
Uneaflnefi, butiewasafediiiotts UiMalin^quite 
roid of truë Cfaaritj; It was necçflary toi loofc 
to thh Evil in the ycong^r GIîIs^j and bo^infpireè 
theiti with à diflëfênt Wby of «Thinkiilgit Thtf 
older Qirls left the Houfè by Degf éâ^ («f bapi* 
pkièft yôu «èîn't€Xpdâ)t âSHd Wtf4MfKy#^quk^^. 
and €njoy the Frul» of X>ur Lalteuiô.V Wh^ a 
Girl wkh us h made to do Pennafice, thè reft 
don*t infult her ; on the tomiliiy they ftàre irt 
her Affliâion, they comfort her> they beftech 
ber ta humble herfelf, to amend, ànd to ne- 
gleâ ^nothiog to reconcile heiMf to Met Sxx^-^ 
Hors; they don't take upon thea>felv«B'td kiter^ 
cède for her. 'Tis impoffible to be more, united 
^aix, tl|tyf*arf^. but 'ci9 ao Union, not aMur 

tinyf. 
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tiny. Every thing hère contributes to the Hap* 
pinefs of tl;c.Community in gênerai, and of 
every Individual in particular, ib that you would 
be charmed with ihe Harmony that reigns 
amongft us. 

Withii Doors Wb arc conftantly recommend- 
ing an entire Confidence iti ConfeiTors, accom- 
panied with Siiiceri^, SubmjfSon, and Refpeâii 
The Confefibrg, on their Part, conflantly refer 
theif Pénitents to Ae Superiors^ to the Miflrefles 
of-.thc Novices^ of the Ciafles, and of the Ser- 
vants, and to the Ru]esx>f dïeHou&« < The Su» 
pçriers Jkoo^ èvery thing, wichout makîng a 
|4ï^ery of.any thing» orincuiring the Hatred 
of .thofe tjb'çy ^vernâ , The youngeft Child herc: 
\ç.perfu9dcd).that no 3t€^jps.are taken.with hetbuc 
for her AdRantage. Tbere ifl.not on« a;nong u^ 
th^dor^ Of^.mmnt^m the A^ithorii^ ojf the Abr^ 
hcik^ an^jQie jrpsMntainç th^ of ail the other Sur 
Çerîors. Our Abbefs govcrns with. Eafe three 
hundred Girls«. 

Were I in your Place, I would have.no more 
to dp with the antient Nuns than my Dwty rc- 
quîred, bujt woijld. endeavour . to eftabliih th^* 
gopjJ.Spirîjt, which I hâve juft mentioned, among^ 
tîïe;y0u|jger Sort, the Pcafioners, and the No- 
vîcei. I belicve 'tîs the Only Way. to form a 
4wout Conununity. I knôw onc where this 
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to hopc U will fuîccecd. ' • ) i^; W.y ^o in 

is'it in '2cfi^.(rilBcicid}t;ceooiAnie^dt9dfto jMB^ 
Ftopfc^^ ï* hâve obebftôW 'th^ithirçnaarr wïy 
^{itBoua Wtimenamong themv^- bnt tireir v^àtn^' 
fe a Virtuc ta their qwn TâRe, whîcb dods^nut^ 
hÎQder tbem frbm negfeâjhg a gilsat matij^àd 
ThingSj and doiûg a great many that defetvei * 
Cfenfurc-' r . '-'î .'^ y •' l^:l :'l '7! 03 o: 
'r.Whafe.'JMifiaiîfef arc thcy norgcdlty Q^"3«fteip 
thof flhbkipr tRfl'Mind'of this Diri '^jbiir bitm^ 
pJain^bf, ^ivfashthuy tett her flte f ofiVrs unjuittf j 
wben they Manie the Abtrefs'i Gondoâ'^^^l^hen 
tlwy grievt hcr? Ho\V in^ch good oh the^ ccai- 
trarjr wôuld thcy fiot do, if they told the Deliilcl 
qy^rft ' jhéy <ympaç(htec4 în^^ her^ TFrôttbl«V' ^^^ 
thar ft[t «tafe, tn Fautrv that iKe îiad<giC««irîT>aèr; 
Exampie, ^hat fixe otight to huiiSblc hiwfilfi^â^ 
cndcavour tû appeafe the judAnger of thie IMf^ 
Abbefs, in whofe Per fôn fhe àiould coÀfiàef^liai^ 
i^ oi!t Lordf, that âié'has màde â' VW oT dbe- 
diçnte, that the kecping o( fiich a- Vo^ cakiâ^ 
bujÈ coft herfpniç Uncafi»cfs,;ahd Ait èK^iVîl-'^^ 
tory ovcf herièlf would.jbe rfiwàrfcd - V^thifeew;' 
Gxi^cest i This 'ELind of Béhavibur woul^ foon ' 



{>iit Matters tq nght^, in a Houfe where theSpl- 
rit of God prevailed. 

I was éver of .y<0))r Opinion» th^t in Gonvents 
there can'be no &^edium } they are excellent' Infti- 
tutkuM^wheii^yoïi live up to*tbeRuIè$ f aijd ti&ese/ 
are AS «lanjr.Iiitrii^ues Jcarrîcd.oA in: them é^obJ^i 
FnfaiUes)^ whtn (lie Parjours are left open^ m4 
.a frceifitercouriie of Lettevs peimitt<d._ 

i 4^jr)-t. tbink I cçuU iq yqyrj^laqe be ro:|)«» 
tîe^t .as; ;qi| are 4 I would not f^Ssç Jthis Girl 
to go by herfelf into the Parlour» ^or etieni m< 
CptUpany^) ^ceptto.bor heaneft Relations, n Shç 
ihmdd Write no Letterstbat I^did notp«nifeiy nori 
reçelvfi any Baçkets.but tbib* my Hand^. But I 
WQuld t;dce t|iefe P^ç^aatiofi^ v^tl^a^ a^y.Cc£er 
mojtiy qr Difgi^o, ^ 14fafitff » thaï- RegHiarii^ 
abfoliilel}' îef iH(¥u t. . : v . 

l icm^i^fSojm^ a: Ju4e^«i^1>Mke^|;ptexity 
y§^iQ|MftJ)e£tfbva0d fioc^Aly wtfii 1 comkt ex-» 
trif^p;y)Q«(. ifom it. 1 havckgiven.aDO Liyref 
çxHîtûlif^ic^i^ity ttq J!i$|ulc!nipifey# <f^i««a/f ;/tis a 

J luiY^ tseo. }ûQ^ ConS^fibr, wba bas gre^tlj 

ç^ifiçfiiiii^*; Iti.wmld be Rrafiu^s^f 019^ to j.udge 

ib.4b0i^i9f( ^ilB^t^f M/^^^ai^ not to be knowii 
at firArSight) ^ I iboui^lMiI eoaid^ perceive ia 
bim a gieal Fund of Phidenee, Modération» Up- 
righcncis, ?kty^ and PoliteÂefs* I memioned 

to 



to hîm thc Education *of St. Cyr, wîth a Zeal 
which I know very well favoured of Indifcrc- 
tîon. I ^ifh I could communicate to you every 
thîng God and our own Expérience has made 
known to us upon that Head, and of which wc 
arc daHy rcaprng "the A4va|iC^gt3S^ • Hé afluries 
me Chefame Maxims and Praâicès hai^e obtain- 
cd at Gomer- Fontaines. - 1 wôuld gîve my Life 
to commuhitate thé Plan of Education obferved. 
atiS/. Cyr:, toall mber religîous Houfes-^'^^/rhgr 
wofilddo'agneatdeal more ggod l;bani|ai| b^^^ 
pô^ .froiïi us, as tbey havcfKriris t*> e<^H8lt^ 
that ar<( eDtklêd to-bètter EfiablijEhipent?. L.4< </ - 

You 'Wijl find it fr difficult Matter.t$i.fi|u<^ït^ 
Money. out <>i Mr. D^marets. The ' Approach 
of fVpace hat^ not madê it n^ore plenty^riior wUl 
eyen the Conclufidn of one for ibvie Yearsj 
bùt.i'ti^ a great Happiiicfs ta bave mo çiareEvivf 
tofear, and iome.Keafon tç bope T)ini|3s jçgjr. 
growbetter.— . ^ . » , .,/ - 

Y0U are ^uLte in the* right to make your Ut'^ 
lie Giris do fomeijChiBg fo^ the Houfe^'provided 
you have.at tbe iame time Probity enpugh not 
to negleâr their Edncatioir.joik.that Account: 
*Tis your Duty toeduçate them» ^tp which how- 
ever thefe. little Services may contribute, as they 
tend to form them to Bufmefs, and confequently 
more tp th^ir owo Advantage than to. yours* 

L E T TE R 
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L ET T E R CXLI. 

Tû tbi Marquis de St. Mexant« 
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WOU: might bave fdme Reafon to thank me» 
' Sir, had I contributed to your Daughter's 
Merit, for I am petfuaded that as long as you 
Kwy yoa will hâve a great deal of Comfort ia 
hfsti " ffer Senfe grcatly furpaflès hcr Years. Héc 
Ptoy^ÎB ib^feftîd, that I make no Doubt ot hér 
refift]t)gfJ â}l the Tetntitations fte is going to bé 
expofed th^ a coi'rnpt World. Sbe is botb 
mild àffid pdiite, and knows how to behave, as 
if fhe had bèen brought up in it. She is gay an<i 
compr^tirant'; inà to fpeak finccrcly, I don^ 
knbw that fhe has a fmgle Fàîling, If EftaWîfli* 
ment8^dèpfet!éeâ'ti()ori Vîrtue, your Datightcr' 
would hâve a'^^'i^extraordînary one; iiorwotihf 
flie be at a Lofs to fulfil its Obligations. Hes 
Conduâ wottld dô infinité Honour to the Me- 
thod' of Ediieation obferved kt St. Cjr^ tho* m 
her it muft bé owncdthe Principle* and Prac* 
tices there incnlcated found the happieft Difpo-*- 
fition to be rècc tvèd' ând improved. You are 
not to look npon whàt I fay of her as an idli» 
Compliment, but as undifguifçd Trutb, whîch 

IteU 



I tell 70U with a Degr^ ef Pleafure as that you 
ought to {sel uppn l^ing mvle ^cquaihtcd with 
ib much'Merit* - - 

^ L E T T E R CXLil/ ' 
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^Q fdAàam, Dwge^u. 
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T K.noW aot, M4<jaix)s if any oi^e îs kind eoough 
to let you knoii^ ho^w we fpend our Timo 
fiere» . In the Qutchefs oi* Bwrgmiy^^ Apartment 
every one alms ^^t Wl{. , Thcy form Con- 
ierfations that are infinitely pleaiiog. Ttiej 
ipeak of Logick, of Rhetorick, aod Natural 
Fhilpfophy, ^d sire for getting to the BotfOm of 

$Hbjeâ9> thç very Names of which it wquid bc 

b^py for Ms we were Strapger» ta« Yefterda; 
ihe Prîncefs was learning to frame aa Arguaient 
A Projeél'ia on Foot for foniiii|g iiA Acad^Hiy of 
Wqmen. It i$ to confift of forty. Therc arr 
twenty name d alr^y. May I veoturc tû tell it 
yffa ?— ^ Yqu ai:e fiot of the Number; neithcr 
aa^ I. Bvt there are two ci* my Nièces for me» 
an4 siQiong the iirft. 

I lead your Letter ta the King, who iminedf- 
ately took the Meaning of it. He is perfùaded 
of Moniteur Dangeait% Xtz], and dépends like- 
Hfije vpon yours. 'Tis true he will accept the 

Plate 



Phi^jDtfîteb'tfs are ittltfy të *g?v*'K ^hh à fttê 
Haut.. ^BÎiCthi^ fheMàflhëror Pi'oceedirfg orf 
the Oceafiofl) mtiff bé fif^ fèttled* ^• 

Oive MâdjkfUe À j8^. thé fHirt^ Otiirteas you. 
hife' of tiinev { ^t^f I corid maké^Life agrée- 
ra td kréh ' 1 il» a#ohiffied at iBà jpii do^ an(f 
tto Itfaiin^ i»i i«>Mffl ^dtàf tt. -"Tis ï cruet 
Cafe Id^ knftiw tiat ybtf are f6 iltaf li^, ^ithout 

tl^'^eiic^Ibd' iafaéMHgt l &é ho Ihébiive- 
nifaiQ«-:îi^ y^til^. ^iMgi^ MkÂMe M'Ôoutcfïïèn 
wiffeCyonnc Y{tt àré M Km^r dtOi^tf to Iteép 
M«afôres..T^C(nreit yourfelf welf, MadariiëVéïi-' 
dfwn»#^ tt^nbave the HSeail» «P à ^Qb&ûkâ *is 
mmh\i^( ^fioài^ltettày CMJoy tàië hbokévf ohé/* 
/i^ii:if .jil a Uerf gcpdé iliirtioi^^ buèréanhîûtf' 
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T AlUjott arrîvcd from A^; T tfiought to' 
ftay.there but ^»« Hc^ur^ âfnd I ftaid /^^^, for 
I weot frofp Dûor to Door to fVf my Vilîtiw ï 
ncver» fince i came tQ Cduit^ iattr méfe ddight- 
fuL Company. I beg thc Ladres of St. Lewis* 

Pardon 



Pardon -for iajnaig fb, but tlîêy hâve as ybt foinç 
Connexions with the grcâtWt>rId, stnd are mofè 
pert, and !efs fimplc than Gejfrey ztiàPaiettK^ ' 
I can excufe your beiiig; îp Lôvc, ^y ^déàir 
Daughter,^with Maréchal ^fc T^T/tfî^/, ' But^f afe^ 
imeafy in Reprd to ywr 8crili#^nt6 fot'ÎVîaée 
Eugm* ;'TÎ8 faid he U mudirpiqued^.Àiâ' ré- 
folved to maintain the Siège, but ^e> âiaH tut 
cfF his Provifionsi We hâve tafccn ttioi^ SpoHs 
than was at firft limagined. THe Gciofii^ wift 
foon be hère. Rejoice and be chearfâl^ mjrdèâr 
X>aughter8$ you hâve been a Jong^ Tiibe % 

Affliaion. . - ' '^V 

Our* Dcparture ha3 been poftponed tb ciîjoy 
the I)iver(ion of Hunting, and other Amule- 
ments imitable to this Weather. l am hère With- 
Y)ut Pleafure, without Liberty, Withoat any In- 
clination but that of the Mafter f. Naturàlly 
I dillike Stag-hûnting, but my Afi^ion for y^tt 
îs no wày impaired by the Contradiâions I meet 
with« Mathurin Roch % cannot reconcile him- 
felf to my Ignorance, nor I to his Erudition. I 
already know ail I can learn, and he is for learn- 
,îng ftill more. He reads every thing from Cani^ 

• Peafants oî Avon* 
t The King. 
. X School;fmafter ^XJhon. 
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( 263 ) 
fits^^p to Belhrmin^ and drowns my ChHdwn 
in an Océan of Divinity». He afiures me they 
ncver heard before z Word of what I taught 
them, yet I df^n't find tlie}: know the more /or it* 
Fronces has a Mind to marry, but can neither 
obtain the Confent of her Friends, nor conquer 
her PaiSon, S^fan fays,. fhe has not as yct (èen 
half enough of her Sweet-heart. Yes, certain!/ 
I f^all flnd It a diffîcult Matter to live withoutfee- • 
îng the good Folks of Avon*^ I expérience no Un- 
eafinefs amongthem, but what theirOiflrefs gives 
me. ,1 ^nd among them Probity, good Senfe, 
Truth, and Honour. I fhall give you fome 
ftriking tnftances of it, a,nd perhàps enough to 
tire you. They don't ixprefs themfelves fo well 
as we do, but they aB n^uçh better.'TheirCows 
are recoverlng, yet they dare not as yct buy any, 
Ireceived a Letter Yefterday,în whlch I am told 
they' are m great Pain about the King's Health 
and mine, on Account pf the Mortality among 
' the Cattlc, , 

* 

*'Anthor of. a litdeLa/iir Catechiûn, niade vtSo 
of ia the Frtncb Schgolt. 
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L E T T E R CXLIV, 

r 

Ta Madame de Peron. 

FmtainBkau^ Auguft 15, 17 1 1. 

T^ 1^ A iS iœpoffiblè tô âo what you requefted 
of îne withbut éxpofihe yoù to an endlefs 
Tfaîii 6f Dctays. ' *Tîs a ttûfincls not to bc- 
brôùght to â Conctuiîon, àhd I believé you woutd 
not likê to hâve it to begin often. I added but 
féw Words to' your Mënioristf, 1}ccauib I agrêed 
tô evcry thing, I knew ti\<tvj thing, andlap* 
pVbved every thing. I darè not ipeak of die 
Inftrumeiits of Perinatice. Vou may lemember 
what I alway's faid of thém tô you. I Ihould 
be glad our Nuns wlihed earneftly to hâve them» 
and that they feldom obtained any. They may 
become great Saints merely by complying with 
tbeir Duties, without Having Kecourfe lo iron 
Girdles, and if they negleâ their Duties, cor- 
pôral AuftenCie^. wiH never ïar^e diem. Théy 
require a great deal of Trasiquàlhy^ and f^tiencé 
at the Head of their Clafles, and were a Brace- 
let to hurt one of them in fome very fenfible 
Part, fhe might lofe her Temper, and the poor 
Childrenr wouM pay for it. If the Community 
itfembles the Piâure my Sifter the Affiftant glres 

of 
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tt !t in her Letter, Sifter J^^i^tr^?^ wIU be obliged 
to canontzé hèn Your Affiduity àt the Choir» 
your Fervôr in Prayer, your fincerc Union, your 
Chearfiilnefr !h Recfeatîôni your Hacinony in 
tfae Difcharge of the, feveral Employments i 
weiy thing", Hfllne, corfèf^^oîitfs witli niy Wîflies, 
.and if Siftnr Raiouay dould read the Period that 
tcdftcenïs htr, fhe WôUld kt how fenftble we are 
tô praife ; fiut Ihave no'Thoughts'of fending it 
to her, it would be- too great a Temptation for 
li*i^Sfclf-love. ■ ^ 

■ Aï X6 what the t^'àtliers of your young Ladîes 
Write to thèm ôf their Families, you muft înftruÀ 
them nôt to think the bettcr of thenffelves on 
that Àctôurit. You mtift tell them ï^cople arc 
generally difpoiêd. ta Selieve their fxtraâton 
to be better than their Nçighbour»» ^Mf. tha^.no 
ehe's barë Word will be taken for it. ' 

If Sîfter^ Bvuju is as gay and as frçe at your 
Récréations^ as (b& is in her Letter, you are too 
hapjpy in poAeflfng^hçr; notbing can he morç 
engaging th^ what (be writes to me* If Siftci; 
de Champign/^ Confcience (allies with her Tem-*^ 
per, God muil be weU pleafed with her, and ^ 
ùïzXX be fo too, if (he keeps her Word, in R^g?i:^ 
to the Cofidence (he has promiiéd to repoié in 
me. Si&er de Radouay^ }is|S .^uild Mmm Cô pr^e 
tbe whole Conmninity io ten Lioesi at leaft ai 

Vol. il N manjr 
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many of,you as hâve been at. tbe Infirmary, 
Vhile fhe fervcd there. Hcr Criticifin turns on 
^lieir bocility, their Submifliont and tbeir Simr 
plîcity. At this Rate we (hall degenerate intô 
very îhflpld Créatures. There is oot one among 
'the;m,, eyen down to Sifter de Launay^ tbat does 
not take upon herfelf to relate Wonders of the 
ïioufe, and endeavour to enllven her StUe with 
fome pretty Paflages. As to Sifter de Berval fhe 
lias fqund the Way tô compofe a very entcrtain-r 
îng Lettèr,by giving me an Account of the Build- 
ing of the Work-houfe, of Caps, of the Coal- 
man, of the Tinker, of Spits and Pots> of La" 
hourdin *, and of the Hcro Monfieur de la Place f • 
eut fhe finifhés this grand Çompoiltion by a 
pretty fublime Thought cbncerhuig the Inftitute. 
Silter de Roney muft not think of putting me.off 
Veîth thé Offer (he makes of acquaînting me 
with ail her Failîngs, I beg flie may fend nit an 
i^ccouht' of therii", aiid tliat too without confulc- 
îri^ Wfohfiéur d^^reîih\ 1 dîd 'hot know till now 
thf Exténï of Siftêr'^^ZW^s Eloqdence.'îim 
éharhidcï wlth Whàt fliê ' tells' me of herfelf and 
fhë reft of ouf Sifters. Sifter de Roquemont did 
not acrtîftôni me to long Dîflèrta.tîons, and there- 
fûfe-I am very well fatisfied wlth lier littlc Lctter, 
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and . wlthvher being fatisiîedvherfêlf with SIfter 

Bûurigard* Sifter ^ Bi!p^f, who hâtes the Plague 
of War more than that- of Sicknefs, muft bew 
ware of procuring us, by her Prayers, a Vifît 
hère frooi the Small-pox/ I beg yôu ihay^let me 
know every thing you hear pf that Diftemper, 
which purfiies us every where. It has made its 
Appearance at Marliy i|ill. rages hère and at Fer^ 
fai//esy anfl is grown more rîfe at Paris. I am. 
fcâlly at a Lofs to tbînk where we can retife, if 
its Fury does hot abàte; and am under continuai 
Alarms for the Duke of Britanny and his Bro*' 
ther. * I hâve vèry little to fay to you concern- 
îng my Health, about which I fuppofe Made- 
mdiiblle tAumale wrîtes to you more than 
enough.* r enjoy myfelf pretty well in Town,* 
and am there as often as I can. The Bifhop of 
Meaux ♦ is hère, in order to terminate, in Con- 
junâion with the Dauphin, the Reconciliation' 
betweeh. Cardinal de Noailles and thé Bifhops of 
Lucon^ Rochely and Gap, I recommènd ttiis Af- 
fair to ybur Prayers, as it may Intefeft thtf 
ChurCh. " I embrace you, my'deareft Dàujghter,' 
wîth the grdatèft Tcndernefs, in Spite of ail yout' 
Imperfeâions. How (hall I behave at my-ke*^ 
turii, Ihôuld^ I fihd yoù ahfwcr the Defcrîption 

1 •' Àfttrwaïdif QiiêiïiûUi Èijfu 
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tbat has been givën me of you ? Yoa are not to 
form a Judginent à( my Liifure hy tbe Lengtfi 

qI cbis Letter^ but of my Frien^/hip for jrou. 

< 

LE T T É R CXLV. ^ 

Ta Madame de Glapion. ^ 

■ 

FontairteUeûUjf "July ^i, 1712. 

XlIî y Days, my dear Daugbter, more diverfi- 
* fipd indeed than yours, ^ ai:f yet mor^ dit 
sigrecable. I fpend tbem bet^yeeathe Towu ai^d 
the Caftle* At thc Caftle 1 reçoive Coqipany j 
but what Company 1 I^it» .bofiegpd by WomiBa 
I, de(pift» OT by Men wbo don't likc mc^ . I feç^ 
and hwr Things whiçh difplc?^c orrprovokeSj 
and kecp a.çonftant W^tcb,over my/elif* ia or^oc 
tp rèprefs every Sally of Impatience» and to hin* 
der thofa ahcmt. me from fociiig I, baye any ta 
«eprefs. In Town I wrke, I read, I work» I 
ptay V i|i Ihort^ I enjoy a Calmnefs and X^n- 
^ttillify veryi iike jpy. At Night, in revlewing 
^be Tranf^aions o£ the Day,^ bow many Fauli^l 
iome Sinfj Vice avoided, but.liqiilej Virtuepmc- 

1 For your Part, my dcar Daitghtor^ you caa 
ncither opcn your Lips, nôr takc a fingle Step 
witbout doing fom^ Goodi .XhfeU.WJ^Wtfrom 
t^xji^ccount you gi^c 1^ of tbc Houfe you now 
""^ ' govern» 
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govern. 'Tis this Honour that rendersyou fo 
ferious i no DoUbt we may expeâ more ijirightly 
Letters from you, when you hâve once got rid 
of fo heavy a Burthen. Marchiennes holds out 
longer than was expeâed, but it muft foon fur* 
render. We hâve Meffieurs de Villars and de^ 
ÂdoitUfqmofi% Word for it, and likewife for à 
Qumtity of Prbvifions fufficiem to glut Madame 
di Perûifs Wilhes. *Tis fâid, however, that 
Prince Eugène wilt net quit his Hold. He is 
ftungtotheQuick by the Sktllof Maréchal de Vil- 
larsy who gained a March upon him. We muft 
wait to fee ifùieDutch^ who formerly underftood 
thcii* Interefis fo well^ will renounce their Prin- 
tiples out of a Compliment to hii Pailîon. Adieu, 
my dear Daughter, take Carc of your Health, 
and in endeavour Ing to gain the Heàrts of your* 
Children, let it bc merely with a Viewof givino- 
them to pur only Mafter. It would be a Shamc 
f^r our Superior not to be able to raife the Siep;e 
ofjLûHdrecfy by Dint of Prayer. Great Mat- 
t^n are to Us expeâedfrom great Soûls. 
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'LE T T E R CXLVI. 

To Madame de la Viefvîlle. 



> T AM extremely fciifible you cannot do at 
Gcmer Fontaines^ evcry thing that is daneat 
St,Cyr \h\xt you may borrow fr6m it what is 
moft efTential, the folid. Piéty that is there in- 
fpired. I ihould be in great Pain about you on 
that Heâd^ if .1 had not ieen your Confefibr, for 
you iran do nothing without his Âffiftance* 

It muft be allowed that, as yoa keep your Pen- 
fioners but for a few Years, you cannot expeâ 
^y great Âffiftance from the eldeft, yct you 
muft obtain as much as you can, and for that 
Purpofe excite a proper Spirit of Emulation 
among them. There will always be fome of 
them more foxward than the reft, and thofe that 
can onîy fpell may teach others theîr Alphabet. 

As they. generaUy remain wkh. you f<y ihort a 
Time, you ougfit to confine yourfelf to the moft 
cflential Branches of Education, fuch as Read- 
ing, Writing, Arithmetick, and above ail the 
Cat^chifm, which you ought to explain tho- 
roughly, with fuitable Applications to their feve- 
rai Stations of Life. 

You 
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* You muft educate jour Tradefmen's Daugh* 
ter's as fuch. . They neçd no Poetry, nor any 
thiflg thàt is requîfite to make a Figure in Com- 
pany. 'Tis not neceflary for you to give them 
fuch extenfive Views. Your chirf Bufinefs muft 
be to recommend to them the Praâice of Family 
Duties, fuch as Obédience to Hufbands, Tender- 
nefs for thildren, Zeal in inftruâing their little 
Houfehold, Affiduity ^t the Parifh Church on 
Sundays and'HoliJays, Modefty in their Beha- 
viour to thofe whp corne to' their Shops, and 
Frobîty in ail their Dealings. You muft advife 
thehi to pray to God to give them a good Coa* , 
féflbr, to choofe 6ne with a View tq their Sal- , 
vàtion, and fufFer themfelves to be condufted 
likc Children.. They !muft edi fy their Relations, 
their Friehds, and their NeighbourS"; they muft 
gîve good Advice, and a good Example. Tell . 
them that Piety is no Enemy to Chearfulnefs, . 
but, on the contrary, recommends itfelf by 
cvincing that there is real and great Pleafuic in 
fervîngGod. 

Your Inftçuâions, both private and publicfc, . 
fliould turn upôn thefe Points. Speak to them 
în pnyate, and little at a Time. This is the 
moft important Duty of ,the firft Miftrefs. 'Tis 
in thefe private Coiiverfations, you muft attack 
tKcîr Vices. They'll hear every thing yebi hâve 

N 4 ta 



to fay wiUi Patience, whcn the« arc qo Wit- 

neflès. . • 

, I hâve hère a Gîrl who was at St.. Cyr, but at. 
prefent waits upon my Women, Nothing can 
equal her Virtue. She never lofes Sight of God ; 
flie makes her'Piety confift in fiMing her Days 
wîth good Works; flie fays, that the Service of 
oîir Neighbour îs an excellent Frayer ; flie leaves 
the Church as rea^jly as flie goes there ; flie fays 
flie has 'learned ail this s^t St. CyVy ihe is withal 
cheaiful to Admiration. 

I fliould not be furprized to fee your old Nun 
under Madame de Champlebon, Our Claflès are 
full of fuch Examples. . Sifter Radouay îs there 
uhder Sifler de Grùel^ whom perhaps flie edu- 
cated, but moft certainly receîved. *Tis abfo- 
lutely neceflary that the firft Miftrefs fiiQiiId hâve 
the Charge of every thing, that nonc but herfelf 
fliould fpeak in prîvate, grànt Favours, diftrî- 
bute Reward^, înfliâ Punifliments. Ail the reft 
of the Miftreflès muft cpnform themfplyçs tp hpr 
Way of Thinking, fefer the Children to ter for 
the Direâîon of iheir Cpnfçiences, and not per- 
mit them to entertain too much* AJFeâibp.for 
themfelves. Otherwife every Miflrefs would hâve 
her own Girls, and Confufion and Diforder 
would unavoidably follow. Our L^dles iind this 

^ Sobor- 
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Suborxllnatîon to anfvir^r s their Vtrtue and tbeiir 
good Senfe hâve roade it enfy to tbem. 

I long to fee you once more bcfore I leave thU 
World, ând would be glad you brought Cham-^ 
pîebm with you. Tbis Vifit might be of femo 
Service to you \ I ought ûoc to pix>pofe il 
merely ta gratify myfelf. 

I fee great Difficulties in fiiidng.yourDâibourftr 
to the différât Cofiditiom of âbe Giris you aro 
to ipeak to» 

Tho' aU, Soula arce^aUy precîousJn tbe Sight 
of God, y et 'tis certaia tbe Daughtcr of a Gei>^ 
tleman requireç a ni<^e exienilve £ducaitioix .than 
the Dai^hter o[ a Vine^effer. Doo^ctneiafraid^ 
of explaining to thcm d» Différence) ol CmH^ 
tiôns; tell tbeitift! tlmt God îs tbe King'ofi aft 
Ranks, tbat in Heaven Vv tnes alone wiU hâve 
the Préférence, tbat tb^ )aM^ pmid of Kis fiab-» 
jeâs is tbe Su^eâ Iv^.Uke» be& When {he 
young \u^ of Qs^^y, fubomis ta canifs .the 
iHead of th^ U^^l^ . Çgumiy Gbrl ^^ ûte \mtM 

wiU chearfu]ly wak upon the.forhier^aQd àlfa^ 

». • . 

... 

* Madame de MainUtum had herfelf pra&Ued whaf 
fte hère recommends. It appears by her Mimoirs^ 
tkat ihe oiten caïAe to Se, C^, by Six m the Morn^ 
voA I and thtre, t^i «oftriiift aad arttitiate heir Num; 
fabmittçd tp rendcr'^thc.yoii9j(.Ladi9f ,a1|) ti^ Uui^ 
S<ervice^ they could' expeâ from a Waacing.>woman^ 
tiiar^ Ui^ pjiMiGulai", ef 'cottbîàg^ thei^Haifi ' ^ ' 
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that (he is bom to do ît Yoù are to make a 
Différence in Educations. Tradefmen's Daugh- . 

_ « 

ters'have no Occafion to know a great deal more 
than what every Chriftian ought to know; but 
Girls of Family muft hâve other Accomplifli- 
ments; d^y muft be ihadeto ipeak With Grâce 
and Propriety, and be chîd when they give Way 
to Inattention. For tbe other^, 'tis no great 
M^tter» proyided they underftand tbeir Lan- 
guage, and fpeak it well enough to*be under-' 
fiood, and to praâ^ce the Duties of tbelr Con- 
dition. : It woùld be ridiculous to fee Verfes in 
Ûic Hands of a Vinc-drcflèr^ Daugbter, tho' 
liiey acfi pn>péf for yougg Ladii^s. Spéak to the 
Qaiighleiîs^ofrTradeûnea conceming Probity in 
ijieir DeàGngS9:of Weights and of Meafures, 
«f the Profit they may lawfully take ; a Spe- 
ctés of Advice that would be loft upon the reft. 
: Wéc baye oAlen escperiehced the good ËfFeds 
efi la jnftiSubbrdinïtion ; and. Ëxamples of Sub- 
wai&àn éid Obëdiencç make'a deéper Im{)^effion 
diai^Word^. .r'Tis tôthi^^'we are.indebted for 
that good Spjrlt which prevails at St. Cyr^ in 
Confcquence of which a Gïrl of twelye repeats 
her Catechifm to one, of feven, as readily as 
fiie. would do it to the Superior herfelf» and they 
teach èac^ other, 'wîthoutlDiltînâion ôf.Age, 
iviry thlng ïkfj kno^i. ^^ofk 9U Ocisafioos we 
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înfpîrc them.wlthjuft Notions, by fliewîngtheni 
how mean it is not to be willing to be- 
nefit by the Knowledge of anoth^r, becaufe, 
pcrhaps,' a few Years younger. We evcr recom- 
lîicnd Thîngs tothem according to theîr juft Va-' 
lue ; Piety abovê ail Things, in the next Place 
good Senfe» and then the other good Qualitt^^ of 
the Mînd in Proportion to theîr Ufcfulncfs. We 
riever fliew any Diftinâion to thé niere Gifts of 
Nature; Virtue and Wifdom alone engrots ail 
our Eftéem. At the famé Time we praife them - 
for repcating Vcrfes well, or for finging with 
a good Grâce, we tell them that the mofi: 
profitgate Aârefles of the Opéra greatly furpafs 
tbeni. Thofe who'have none bf thefe exterior 
Àccompliihments, are as much cherifhed as thofe 
who.bave, and thofe who behavewell are aJone y 
diftingutihed. If good Senfe governs ail your Ac- 
tions, the Children wiU not fâil to learn it front 

you. . . : ' 

Nothing can be more efiêntial in the Educa** 
tion of your Children, than that they fhould al- 
ways bchold in you Juftice, Difintereftednefs^ 
and an equal Care of the moft forbidding as 
well as the moft amiable. Children hâve Senie 
fufEcient to diftinguifh the Virtues and the Vices 
of tbcyfe who inftruâ them. A Child of Seven 
fliould b« treated as radonally as a Girl of twenty. 

Tis 
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*Tis only by. expeâing 21 great d.eal fropi tbeîr, 
Ite^fori) we can prétend to forward it. 

- 4|*« In order to throw A>me Liglit upon this and' 
otker Letters of Madame Je MuitUtmn^ it nji;ay npl be 
ÎQiproper (o obièrye, that thece ^cc; no fuçh Di|dnc- 
lions in Ffance as thofe of Nobih'ty and Gentry. 
Ëvery Gentleman there is Noble, bot none are aâ- 
lÀiited ta rank as Gentlemen» but foch as can prove ' 
tbeir beii^ illu^loufty defceqded, (» ha\i;e 41ed cer- 
tain Military or Civil Emplsymenis. Soçaçtimea in-^^ 
dçed tbe King grants Patents of Nobility, as a Re- 
ward of extraorainary Merit in the Arts and Sci« 
cices» in Trade» and'even in Manufactures. In dom- 
mon Difconrie a Peer in France is calkd ua Sgignettr^ 
tKat is a Lord, and a Gentlemaa who is no Peer» unr 
fimph Gentilhomme^ or un Gentilhomme. A\\ the rcfl 
cl ikie Feople are called Rêiurùre. Tbere are no 
BHcIdlio^.SÎations in the ]Sye of the Iaw,, fuch as > 
Efquire and Gentleman in En^land, The Nobility 
in France hâve feveral fubflantial Priviledges, and 
yery fe)dem many îmo the FamUie» of tht .Moturièrt. 
The Jbt9riers Qt any PorHuie» e^eçtally ùu^ in 
Trade, or whp Uve in Towns and wities are in gêne- 
rai called Bonrgeois. Merdiants in pardcular are 
called Neg^iétnti, and Sbop-keepers or Retai^rs A£ir- . 
ctandt* 
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L Ê T T E R CXLVII. 

To Madame de Glapion. 

FontainbUaUy Septemler 14^ 1714* 
TF one that Is naturally mild and polite» 
and bas been Jong praâifoc] in the Exercîfe 
of every Vi^t^!e^ yîçlds notwithftanding to Im- 
patience; g^s,. my dear Chiïid, wbereabout X* 
muft be ; I who am naturally haily and proud, 
over-whelmed with Contradiâions in great and 
final! MatterS) condemned to a Life I batc» de-- * 
barred the Praâîcc of êveryAft of Kety, and 
fufFering almoft continually !n Body and Mtnd. 
Sifter de Leinemarc bas wrote me a Letter fullof •' 
MildnefS) full of good Senfe \ in a Word, a 
Lettef like herfçlf. In ihjr Opinion, Madame dt 
la Mairie mufl bc very happy in having with her 
de Mqrnai and your Ntece* X am a great Ad- 
mirer of theîrs, byt if you would hâve me con- 
tinue fo, don*t Ict them know ît. We are in 
the utmoft Impatience for News from Barcelona» 
1 havc got therc tbc Chevalier de Caylusy a little 
Hero, in a fine Humour tô'get hisBrains knocked 
eut. I ihould be greatly affliâed were any thing 
to happen to hiin» and his goor Mother WQuId 
bi^ak hcr Hear^ Adieu^ my deai DaugHtef> I am 
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Juft going' to Cbnfefficn, aed ther^ore not diP* 
pofed to fay an'y thing that could amufè you» 

L E T T E R CXLVIII. 

To tbe Princefs des Urfîns *. . .. 

« 

FontainbleûUj S^/. 17, 1714. 
XTTTE fliare your Uneafinefs, Maifam, about 
the Siège of Barcelona^ and wait with the 
Utmoft Impatience to hear tlie Succefs of the gê- 
nerai Allàult that was intended to be given about 
thi& Time. I believe you are jqo longer anxious 
about the Dauphin's Health. 'Tis true, he ftUl 
thinks but too much of the Dauphinefs. He is in- 
deed handfomer than ihe was i but he has, too, ail « 
the Graoes of her Mkid, which are more valuable 
f2J than Beauty. Were ail our Minifters bleflèdv 
with as folid an Vnderftanding as the Chancel- 
lor, Bufinèfs wouI(;l be attended .with very little 
Difficulty. I evcry Day thinlç better and hetter 
of him. You and I, Mada'm, live, if I may 
fay it, in the Sphère of Révolutions. 'The Car-' 
dinal del Giudice paiTed with us ail, in this Place» 

' * I 

• This Lady!s Hiftoiy îs wçll worth the Reader*^ 
Perufal. He may fînd itin thofe Meinoir8t>f Madame* 
ile 'Méûni^ntm^ which wé haTç to &eqmaûj luul Oc* 
cafionto mention. 

for 
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for a Man o( great good Sénfe, and fêèmed to 
hâve unfeîgned ÀfFeflîon for the Kîng hîs Ma- 
fter, the moft tender Attachmént to the Pririce' 
of AJîurias^ and for yourfelf, Madam, ail ifna-^ 

• cinable Efteem. He feemed alfo to cntertain 
the jufiéft" Notions of h^s Majëfty*s Mèrit and 
Goodfiefs, ^nd^ appeared yery zealous to oiain-r 
tain a good Cbrréfponcîenpe between oùr twb 
Kings. '34t ^îl thîs^ "Madam, ferved ohly to pre-' 
pare us for^ the News ôf hîs Difgrace. Maré- 
chal ViïUroi^ who was theri upon îU Terms wiih 
his Mafter, unhappy, and as jt were in a State. 
6f fianiihment, is now loaded with Honours and, 
Marks of Confidence, whîch cannpt bi^t.charm, 
him in Point of Frienclfliip, ^nd ferve befides.tq.' 
inake hini richer than any çther of our firft No- ' 
biljty. . We çxpeà hini hçrç Thurfday the aoth 
of this Month* I bclieve Maréchal de Villars^ ^ 
will arrive To-d^, flufhe^ with his Succefs, , 
and ftill in lov^ with Prince Eugène^ but withal 
mortified it not having fucceeded Monfieur de . 
BeatdvilRers, Our pobf Kîng an<J Qûeen of 
England alone 'hâve ho Résolutions to boaft of ; " 
and that turbulent Natiph Jhas now.been at reft 
thefç fix-and-twenty Yeafs, They will fall out 
amb'ng themfelves perhaps, as foon as they get a 
King, and they'àrè to hâve one în à few Days. ' 

^ Tic Pefcripti6n"'you givcmc ôf the Queen ôt 

Spain 



Spatn is,very'ainbigupu3« . One Wocd, wben yQis^ 
havç fefip her.-wîll do to draw herPifture. La-- 
//«, G^rman^ ^panîjhy and Engîîjh^ Dancing and 
Painting are agreeable Talents^ when united 
with good Senlb ancf Pîety. When they are not, 

yery little Value î& to be iet upon them ; In thîs>. 
r beliévè, yoa think with nie. 

TThe Prîriçefs (Tppinpy returnedyefieriay tbPtfr/V^, 
îfi order tomarry Madepigifelle ^eVerchis. Sbeis- 
tô bring her back ïierç,' firinly refolved'to keep 
hcr conflàntly under her own Eyes, and notlet 
her rambîe at Will ahout our Court. Shehas, 
Courage enough to ^bîc^e by thîs Refolutioa; a 
Cîrcumftai)ce that îs very uncommo|î, tHo* not 
ii^ithout Example. ' Monfiéur d^Antîn ha3 2^ Ga-, 
kinet în the Gafdèn of Diana^ aîwayis t^^&y td" 
rccelve as many as pleafe to corne to it« The* 
Eleâor plays therç cvery Day; and our Pirin-* 
celles, I mean the Dutchefe arid her Daught<y:$^ 
cvery N?ght. Thç Dutcheft ôîÈerryh almoft 
ct)oftaAtly (but up at her ôwn fiToufc, and ex- 
prefles no great Pleafure at being vifîted* The 
Dutchcfir of Orléans holds put ftfll, and, hcx Preg- 
' nancy agrées v^ry well with-her. Vefterday ihe 
dtd me thcHonour of a Vifit^ and playe'd at Pi- 
quet ; but had not a Word to fay tp me .The 
great Prîncçfi of Çonti reccives in her Ap^fmeo^ 
aU the gç^vc Perfpnagjç^ of the , Court, of. ^oih 

Se}Kes«. 
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Sexes. Tlie Kîng, who is in pcrfeâ Healdi, i» 

more în love than ever wiih this Place, where 
he has built one of the iinefl Âpartxnents Un»- 
glnable. Such are the Pleafures by which we 
endeavour to ihorten this Dream of Life ! I (hall 
not, Madam, give you any Account of myfelf^ 
as I (hould thereby fland expofed to your Re- 
prefentations. You will eafily gueft what I mean» 
Be perfuaded, I befeecb you^ of mj Rcfpeâ and 
Attacbmexit for you, 

• 

L E T T E R CXLIX. 

4 

To Madame de Glapioo* ^ 

> ■ .■ '^ 

Fontatnehteauy September 26* ^ 

T A M 5/. Francis de Saks* very humble Se|r- 
vant ; but (hall nevei' ^grce with him, that 
Vi3 barder tQ bear with ourfelves, than with- 
others. We carry about us a very ^ealous De» 
fender. of our Interefts, tbe Hiart ; but no one 
to plead for our popr Neighbour, who is fo often 
infupportable. This gooc] Saint did not know 
what ît was to be cooped gp in a Convent, or , 
torn to Pièces by Courtiers ; hc nevcr was the 
Wîtnefe, the Martyr, or the Viftim of the Ini- 
quities of the World. 

For this Reafon, my déar Daughter, I con« 
fîder as a Proof of the greateft Courage» the Re« 

folutien 
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folution you formcd durîng your Retreat; but 
you wiH not abide by it. You bave already, I 
am fure, ftumbled more than once. As to your 
Friends at Court, they will never be în a Con- * 
idition to give you any Trouble. You bave now 
notbing to ftruggle with but Préjudice, Obfti- 
nacy, and Dulnefs. ' How I envy your Happi- 
neis! Did you but, fce wbat paflès hère, you 
wonld dje ♦ wUb Joy at your own Situation, or 
with Grief at ours. We are obliged to behold* 
Murders committed in cold Blood; Envy with- 
eut Caufe, Treàohery without Remorfe,-. Ava- 
rice that knows no Bounds, Defpair in the midit 
of Happinefs, Meannefs dignified M^th die Name 
of Greatnefs of Soûl. But i^o more ! I cannot 
thiîîk of ît without Emotîoi). . ^ ... 

* No, Irny dear Daughter, Gpd will never con- 
demh your Friend/bîp for me. It is impoffible 
ter Ihew more Affeâio'ti than Monfieur Bejfê 
bas done. Madame de Caylus has been pretty 
much out of 'Ôfder, . but the King hplds up 
vfery Vdl; Hî3 'Zeai. cncreafes from Day to 
0ay, în Spite of^ aïl the OppoCtion he meets 
wîth.^ Tïiere "^renîiaîn rio longer ahy Hopes of 
an Accommodation. Cardinal de . Noaillef Af- 
faîr will hbt fuffef hy ît. ' The Kmg will fencî to 
Rome tp confer with the Pope on the proppreft 
Meafurçs to reduce*this I^relate. Herc is anotber 

Friend 
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Friend to be facHficed ! Pray for the Sirccefs ôf 
fhis Undertaking, but wîthout Fcar or Anxiety. 
God will not abandon his=Church,ornie. Thofe 
who bope în him, fhall never be confounded. 
My Health îs în a tottering Condition; my Faille 
as ftrong as cver. 

LE T T E R GL. 

» • ■ 

To the famé. 

VT O U ought to ht vcry careful iii avoîding" 
• ail uniKceiTary £3t)>én€e^, Thé^ M«rît of 
your Oecônomy is yery différent from that of the 
Oeconbmy.of other religion^ Boufeay who fave 
witfa a View of fupporttng or of aggrandizing 
themfelves, whereas die Ladies of St. Lewis bave 
in that Refpeâ nothing to fear or to wifh for. 
The Kitig h^ already done great Thihg» for 
them» and if thcre n any Thing ftiU wanting tb 
CAinpletje the Fôundittion, he will do it;. or if he- 
flxould nof, bis &ucQeff>r^ certainly wilK ' fic' 
I\a8 in his great Wifdom fecured ydu froih any. 
Pr^te?^t$ of Avitiûce or Intereft. You can nei- 
ther bulM nor purchafe, fo that your Oecônomy 
^ c^n only tend to.enable, you tcgive Alms^.and. 
with this View.yojil. (hoiUd, adsois^fler your Rete- 

nues 



nues in ^ei moft firugtl maniicr. AH yovt Sàr« 
ings btJong to tbc Poor; The portioning of poof 
Girl3» or fixing Ihem tnConvc^its, are. thfB Works 
of Charity, which your Founder bas enjoined 

Banifh therefore the Spîrit of Intereft, wbich 
the Devil makes ufe of to pervert the greateft 
Saints. A prudent Adminîftration of jour Re- 
venues îs jQeceflary-to the Support of your Houfe, 
yet a fteddy Compliance with your Duties is of 
far greater Importance. It would be much eafier 
to repair the Blunders of a Steward tban the 
Faults of a Miftrcfeîof the CJaflcs. * 

Infpijre oui SiftQi» wkb juft NottoiB coricern- 
îngtjie Nature of dyiftg iQjhe World. Nui»* 
fom^time^ nfçfroiii mâtt the.R^I^ a&muchalivc 

« 

to themfelves ^$ beforè. I atn'.aotfurprised ar 
tbeir- continuing to hftve fome Failings, fince 
PerfeftÎQO is die Work of one*s wholç I4fe 5 but 
IjQbould bQ ghd they did not retain th^ Spirit of 
th^ WojfU, tbât they did, not.takelHeafure în 
h^bolding îti'tfeat th^ thought of tbetr Frtends 
only to pray for them ^ tbat tfeéy woiJd not ap- - 
pcar in ibch 'Tranfpttrts wheri -theîr Relation» 
corne in Coaches.to viftt them, nor- in fuch De- 
fpair wKen Ihoy camé a^^foot, nor fo^neafy wben 
tbcy n^eet with any Mtsibrtune. A'great many 
Nttns. d(m\ thôrougMy uindierilaiv}"the' Maxims 

of 
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•£ ih« Od|>é}. Th^ arc more fenfîble thâiï 
Wbddiflgsi themfefves in regard to Rank, Plea- 
ûiXt^ Richei ând Favour. Thejr muft hâve î 
Womt»of Qualiêy for theîr Àbbefe, preferably 
%o onc who wouMdonduia them'to God i they 
c«bttl <» thic'Bbndûr ôf bëing hèrFàvdririte ; ïn 
â Word, thcirwhôle I>emcanour Ihews tbat they 
fet a gpeateir Value upon Grandeur arid Riches*^ 
than ttpoh ''that OfeeHîence and Pbyerty they fo 
fotemrfy wwed to ôbfervei' •' - ' ^ 

"l E T t E R' cli. 
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^o tbe fame^ 



.» ' > 



T SIept well laft Night, and am no^ in a Cod*- 
ditioh to fiifFer more Uneafinefs. Our great 
Mfirtï* forma -fbangc Projets. • Youknowwhat 
the firft was, and how ill it fucceeded. Here's 
a fécond. He wants to renew my Blood, and 
change me into another Créature, by a long 
Courfe of mîld and light Aliments. At leaft it 
will be no hard Matter for him to reduce me to 
a State of Infancy. I fee nothing real in his 
Schemes, but thac they tend to-feperate us, and 
Vk <htpf t^cr Ils Jvçji of that poor Comfort of fuf-* 

* Monfieor Bejft^ her Phyfician. 

fering 
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Çsring tc^edier. Thofeaboatine.hadaMiiidtx» 
impoTe a little, in Regard to your prefent Si^ 
tuadoD, but I hare lived loo long not to l/ick 
upon the. worft News as the moft €eitaîii« I 
offer you then chearfully to God, tho' St. Qrr, 
i^ichwoidd liaye a Loft in jaa^ is flill vcry near 
my Heart *• Wcre God to^acçept my Oflcr f 
Methînks I could get mylèlf canrîed to your Ceil, 
but Decency will not sdlowit. It w^ufd bc iàîd, 
that I could mufter up Strength enough to vift 
ywy tho' I had notenough to^0 to Cbunh, Let 
lis therefore do ourfclves Violence far fome Days 
longer. I hâve been fo ill ever fince you fell fidc, 
that one would imagine. my life depended on 
yours. Be careful of yourfdf ; let the Intereft I 
take in your Heàitihiender you the more anxious 
to prcfcrve it* ; . . :.'•*!• "" 

• Madame dt GlafiM was then Sopepor of S^ Cjrl 

«ta *>■• « 
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L E T T E R CLII. 

< Tb the famé. 

St. ÇjfTj Decmber 27, l^l'J• 

yOU make thofe extremdy uneafy wfao un* 

feîgnedly love you. I befecch you, by our 

l-.riendfliip, not to fpeak this Day to more thaa 

onc Perfon— Shall I die e'er the \^{^ for it, you 

afk me ?— You wiU die the latcr ; and eveiy 

Moment of your Life is of great Value to me. 

1 thmk myfelf bound in Confciencé, indepcn- 

dent of my Affeaion for you, to do cvcry thing 

in my Po;ver to preferve you. You are as un- 

reafonable on this Head, as I am hafty- upon 

évery othér. How can you flatter yôurfelf witft 

being able to obferve, at once, ail the Rules of 

a fimple Nun,^ and difchargft ail the DuUes of a 

Supcrior. The foundcft and moft vigt)rous Con- 

ftitution veould fink under Aic|i a Burthen. You 

hâve little HealtH, a vaft Êmployment, an ar- 

dent Dcfirc, of, facrificing yôurfelf to it, a Faci* 

lity in doing good, which eveq your Hpmilky^' 

cannot hide ffom you. Preferve yôurfelf thcrc- 

fore iôt this goôd Work you take fo much De- 

lîght in. Are you nqt more neceflary to tbe well- 

bcing'of bUr ïnflitUtè, thân to thç due Célébra- 
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tion of the Mornîng Office ? Do you tkink that 
our late 'Bifhop of Chartres and the pioùs Arch- 
bifhop of Rouen, fuffered nothing for eating 
Méat on Days of Abfiinence in the Face of thetr 
Diocefe ? They judged it was fitter for them to 
feed and inftruâ their Flock, than to comply 
With a Precept that, by impairing their Healths, 
interfered with their more effential Duties. No 
onc Perfon is fufficient to ^very thîng, and ydu 
.afre not to attempt more than othcrs for Seven 
Days together wirh Impunity. The Care of your 
Health will be itfclf a good Work, and con- 
tribute to'ftrehgthen oar Eftablifliment. I cannot 
teconcîlc your Zeal for an Inftitute to which 
your Life îs fo ufeful, with this Contempt of 
liife ; nor your Friendfhîp for myfelf, with the 
Alarms you gîve me. 



i. f 



L E T T E R CLIII, 

Tû thé famé. 

St. CyrjNovembef 21 y 1718- 
5^ I S owîng to the Alarms gi ven me by your 
ton great Difcretion, th^t I did not fend 
thcfr ' .: Fortnight fooner to Ma- 

d"emc; •• ',4tJ^. I can*t forget. hcr Senti- 

rnems . /* *icr Fàthcn * Givè her thcrefore, my 

dear 



dcar Daughter, the Joy of obligîng hîm flie 
loves ; 2.nàr{mGÇ you-are-fo^efifous^ fhould en- 
joy fomè Pfleafiire, partake "bf fhaf ï fèél in giv- 
ing fome to this^ChiId.- ; I think myfelf obliged 
to you for being better To-day. No Recollec- 
lft>a can be So merkanàos^lis of wBkt you d^, 
¥0u fiki^r-^iifteàd^his/whok Hotife^ you 'infein- 
l^in Re^hiity-ihitf; ydû fonn the.Mîiftitis of 

tiit'Ch&ii ' Howèvèr^li allëw yDU.!to' make a 
Rètreat^ : pi bvided you oblige yoùrfôlf to vHk me 
^very Day duriiig îtsiGontinuànce. The Bifliop 
of Chéortresi fets dixt at£vé/l I bèg yôu may give 
his Chaplain 500 Livres :.' 'Tis* for the ncxt 
Vea^s Cenfloii of ^ two '^0dng Gentlemen at i his 
$enitiiàryt ivfao may:4)offibly. be lefi: > <upon . bia 
Hftndau .ColkxEK as kimch asf ycfu ^afe». for dcr 
pchd upQo^ it .you [wili oo^rDay or other vej^ 
qiiîetljtgixBaieup^àlLthefe ufelefsPapers*. There 
are fome of them you will not touch^but with 
the màik deUcaterPriideace. ' .1 

•; * T^ £xp^f^ion 'of Madama dey^Uinonc^ 
prove<^ thîs Mea^s.pf ^^aving fi great ma^y PapVs* 
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L^ T T E^ CLIV. 
To ibe- Jante» 

• - • • - . . . 

.¥N tht Dù^âr^s Opinion lam Veiy weU; in 
my 9wn\txy Ul^fo.nveÀli: tkat^I caii't g|K 
out o£ Bed. I ate a fiaiba.of Sotu^.niddiottt ahy 
Appetite, merdy bécadç Ltiiou^t itw«s|;Qod 
for me, and fomid iii it idV aie Infipidi^ Ma* 
dame tP Ifu££mr%iSoi tôcoÉipIamof. Shan't 
i fee you? ^ The FmK^jgPiianffurt has been 
ibund dead in Inis fied.i : ' 

I am told tittit tbe-Rcport 4>f Ac Duke of 
Jlfahu's Inhdcence.^tis'Çfadît more and more^ 
«nd tfaat^ ikrhole Blâme wili "AllufanMûlexinifc^ 
Bot 'tts expeâed that theR^egent urill forgive 
every thing - as foon- as he has prcnred that hîa 
Sufpiciohs werô well founded; 

I approve of every .cbtng ; know not whot ails 
me; hâve no Fever; myCough abated; fleep 
^€ty well ; but quite ^xKaufted. Bring Sifter 
du Pérou with you; There is no Time to ioft^ 
tf you^ deiire to màke any more ufe of me* 
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L E t T E R CLV. 

Tq Mnffiiur de Glapioa. 

St. CfTf Décemtert^y j 718. 

>1^IS impoftble» Sir, tbat opeblelled v^ith a 
Father Itke yours, fliould want a good Edu- 
tation, and you cannot do bettef than imitatè 
him in evcry tfaiiig. You will.iind inhim ail 
the Principles and Praâices oEa good.Chriftian^ 
united widi tbatPoliteficis tn4 Knowledge of hu- 
oian Life lequifite to form an accompll&ed 
Courtier* To thefe good Qualîties endeavour to 
add ail the Leaming you can acquire.ip the re- 
fpeâive Studies neceflàry to the IfroJFèÂon yo'a 
intend to embrace. Had you a nionafiiêlc Liib 
in View, I ihould aivîTe you to be fattsfiled "with 
.very little Lrearning. A great deal of Piety, and 
a total Ignorance of the World, would, under 
^t Circumftance, be propereft for you. But 
/ecular Priefts are often obliged to hâve Conhec* 

, tions with it, for which Reafon I could wifh that 
you made a good Ufe of th# Leflbns your Father 
can give you. Men of Senfe do not readily put up 
with fuch as hâve nothing but your Latin and 

il^Uege Jefts to recommend them *, and it often 
happensy. tbat ^e Adv^ntage we Worldlings 

O 2 might 



might chjoy by converfing with the Clergy, is 

confiderabïy léflkned,. by 4Jiat2Kiffd of Bfhavîour 

in fome of Its Members. Your Letter, in my 

Opinion, is'irtry ekzSti and ffn£Uy c^nformable 

^rtQ,.all the Rules of what may be called good 

"lyriting; but tb Pérfons of'Taftc, more Sim- 

plicity had been more pleafîng. You fÂigfat havé 

remembercd, that 'twas tb a Woman you were 

iwrrîting, Your Hcart'pvcWSoWs' wlth Lové and 

Oratitude;, ahd I ani fatisfied wlth Jfour »haviflg 

JTuch Sentiments Tgr ine. But there was no necd 

to make Ufe of gigànticWTermsto convincerae 

of it, • or of EkpreîSons htoreftiited' t6^a Decla^s» 

tjçiation thari to a Lettct. Your Father and your 

jÇifter, wiU <Jirt<^ you téttcr Ihan I can, how ta 

jWrité ;. J?Rt X ^^opghl; proper to fay thus rnuch^ 

iîa oJfdjÊ^ fPijgive^ you a Proof of my Fricndlhïp : 

]ju(l as I fiiQuld hâve done to a Child of my own; 

.j^ure yourfelf, çf my remaîning conftantly the 

jfygne. Whon* ,you are old ertough to be confi- 
dered as a Man, I fball condude in a more re- 

. gular mannen 
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L E t t È R CLVI. 

■ • l 

'^0 Madame de Glapion. 



« - I. 

^TpîS t(* no Purpofe, I çiy out, that notMng 
^ . ' 4JJs n^e, and. tb^t.I hay^ got an ^xccUent 
AnDetiLe.. 



7 .' 



When far worib in Health, Fûgon did not re- 

[fufe 
Any Viâ'als fo'er my Difcretîon might chufe} 

And now for a Trifle St. Cyr joins with Beffiy 

E'cn of forry fick-broth to déiiy me a Mefs-^ 

Oh cruel Fate ! (" Almighty Power".) 

For Tf^ànt to periflx at Pour-fcore. 

»- Let me therefore hâve, my dear Daughter, 
what I call for. Hâve you a Mind Pofterity 
ihould fay 

Lo ! this was* Ihe,, who, wIth a Chriftian Care, 
Maintaincd fo many Children at St. Cyr \ 
Yet (kw herfelf, alafs ! condemned to Want 
That Bread^ ber Bounty did to others grant. 
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AN S W ER. . 

Let htjfê Bt Ghfim be in Rage» 

You muft prevaiLt and <lri^ and eat. 
In Spite of «ach Fmft-fnadm^ Sage. 

What! 7M to die for Want of Méat r 
Ah ! tbecbicf Pride jour deaieftCbildren hâve, 
I& to ^n «ptbeiilives, if youis 'nrould fiiire* 



Madame 
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Madame de Maintbnon's 

A D V I c E 

TO THE 

Dutchefs of Burgundy *. 

•T^ H E Fcar of God » Aè Begînnîng of Wif- 
^ dom ; and tibe Ix)¥e of Godb the Accom* 
j^lifiunent 4»f the^taw.^ ^ - 

Thefe Words, Madàm, art Ae Oncle of the 
Holy Gboft, in a Book you Ihpuld never be 
tired of reading* Profane Books infprre us witb 
Pride, and ferve to feed Curiofity : Paffiona 
dangerous to our Sex, in Proportion as they en» 
creafe our Knowledge ; whereas the Holy Scrip* 
tures infpire with Humility thofe they inftru£t. 

But 

^ This Princefs was Baaghter to the Duke of 
tMw^ and Mothcr to the prefent King of France» 

O 4 She 
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^ut.'Us not c;iongh the Underftanding fhould be 

convinced, the Heart muft, at thc fame-Thne^ 

contraél a Tafte for Piety. 

Lct then this Piety befolid,iipright, enlîghten- 

ed;* folid'by beingthe Rule of a1l four Adîon^; 
upright by making you always prefer the Obli- 
gations of fo^T Station tcT cvery pàrticular Dé- 
votion'; enhglitened'^y inftruding yôu in'^èveiy 
thing you ought to kno^, in order to work out 
your own Salvation, ànd confribute to that of 
others by your Example. 

You love Joy, Eafe, aiid Pleafiire. Bilkve 
me, who hâve tafted ail three, there is neither 
Joy, Eafe, nor Pleafure to be found, but in 
fervîûg Gpdi Vice is a hidebiis, Monller. We 
cannot dedicate ourfeiv.es toc early to God. 
The bleflèd Virgin» 'tîs faid, offered iherieli| 
vhen ihe was but three Yêa^ old; the 
King oiTered yOu to God froœ tbe Wlomçnth^ 

She ufed to fay» that thefe CoanCels had been th^ 
Means of faviiig her the Commiffion of many Faolcs» 
auid a great deal of Uneaimefs* Le«im XI V« thoughift 
them 16 excellent, that, after tbe DatcbeOt of ^«r* 
gunJys Death, he fpoke in the foUowing Terms to 
Madame ^ Maintenons on her o^eriDg tO cake Ùitvi 
out of the Princefs's Apartment : Thefs^ Madam^ ht* 
long to the Children \ furelj nef Family ought to ba'Vê 
fimetbing of your Exampli \ your high Kahk gvuei you 
an Opportunité of doing a grêot dtat^f- Good^ and Edi2. 
Âcaiion it tbt ckief 

firft 
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Srft Taw you* ' Wrchont Doabt'our life bâon^ 
to bini wha gave ic; wouU you beft(Mkr iroà 
-Qoi'a Eneiny? > * : > 

Shun Vanity^ abd Ulcnebé Abbve rii Things 
avoid Sin. *Tk an eafy Matter to fall into Vice, 
'but Vèfy hard to ^t^the htnefcf it, I^ghtf aitB 
•Day- cbnftamly meditate oiv the' EMvkMîEaw^, 
-éngr^C' it deeply on your Heart^ inritâtb y6iîr 
ilbiaftèff and your Pattern ; fàcrifice cVery tbing. 

Tto. Tmth. and Virtue^ 

i. ' Love tfae.Church) which b the Ailembly oF tlib 
xFaîthful^ and refaits Minîfters. Counténaoœ 
<Peo{dè of Virtue» and ehcQjirzgjB good Works» 
Dedare your^lf (qxuily againft.'aU Lmovations 
•inReligtpn^Tuchas Janfénifaianâ Qjudtiûn ; but 
-œake ydur/ei£ iilifijsiently: dcquâinte4 witb theiti, 
,to be ahlç.to ibua tbeicJErjryils.. Ke^p.firm hbld 
:mi the Qoly JSee ^ t ^tm ii^j2emm o£)CathoU- 

.:..Let your Pkty iie fonplë, fubmiffive, p]aih,. 
ànd humMe, accordjng tô* Stl PaûP% Âdvlce 4o 

- Women«. Fréquent the Sacraments Ivfcb Jby 
' and Confidence.^ «Make Chbice of a^gopd C(mI- 

feflbr,' knd AdFer yourfelf to be eohduâed i^y 

- liim in evUry good» Woik • : 'Tiis* iipon^ thîs Qc- 
'-i^afioA^e aveto befiniple liloe Doi^s.^. Change 
« bîm fçr^nbthei^ fbould be âdviie'ahy khing^thiat 
• «ece ba4: It is. :dic^ ^tre are to 'be^ pmdâit 



liiEe Stirpûits^ FpUow die Church's Spiriit inifl 
W Solemnities. Expeâ and %h foc the Corning 
of our Lord during Aiuent. Recem him at 
Chriftntflfi .^ Adore him wich tfar Shcpherds and 
; with thtt Ktngis : Q&r ytouxTdf tip «ntirely (p 
kûn. Purify yiourTçlf whb the bksSôdVM'gU»!: 
Qblferve^ a$ fhe- did, ^cry leligious Pcaâic^. 
Mxxt^ your&lf in knt by Ahflmeocc aod Failk 
Jngt bj langer Pcayeis» by more Sditiide awl 
Retirement from the World* Di6 wttb jour 
JLedeemer on Goid-Fridaf. Rife wi» hûn to a 
jiew Life at BûJUr^ Afeend in Spir it to Heàven 
.*at the hksp£\QB^ by loofening your Al&âions 
•^nom caithly Cbncerns. £xpe£^ figh for, and 
iieceive the Holy Gboft at WKtfimtiJi ; and' eh* 
.4eavour after the fiune Difpofitions the Apo* 
lUes manifefted, for the Glory df their Mafler» 
•«ho is 2\Soyùurs* Adore thç blei^ Sacrament 
during theO<Staye,whentheChurch expofes it on 
. faer Altaris, In theCouffe of the Year» iblemnize 
the Féfiivals of the Saints ; and be partioilarly 
,devouJt.to the bleflbd Vkgim Once more, I be- 
feech you» lo^e the holy Scriptures v makc » 
proper Ufe of ail you underftand; with HumîK^ 
. adorsng^en nvhat you do net. Study.Tit^* /nuïér- 
' itcn f J^fiiSsQjriJl^ and the PJklm* XUad fie 
:.Wori$ 4/ St.; Francis dà Saks. RecnUfiâ yourfelf 
: ««ften, ^d (qonpeive of y wr(elf ias in the Pi r- 

f Thomas à Ki»fisi 

fence 
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ftflce of Ood» even in tfae midft of die moft in^ 
rinerous Court. 

Never deceive your&If with the Hopts of en- 
.Joying perfeâ Happinéfs ; the whole Earth doct 
not produce it } and if it did, the Court would 
.be the laft Place to find it in. 

Greatnels is attended with its peculiar Mortt* 
JBcations ; and thoiê often more cruel than what 
are feit by Ferions In humble Stations. In prt« 
vate Life People often accuflom themfelves to 
.Difappointments ; at Court never. 
: Our Sex are fttU more lîaUe to fuirer, as be« 
ing ever in a State of Dépendance, Be neither 
jConcerned at this Dépendance on a Hufband) nor 
laAamed of it^ nor of any ef thoiê thkt fubfift 
'Sccording |o the Order Providence bas efta- 
Uifhed. 

Let the Duke of Burgunif be your beft Friénd, 
and your only Confident. Take hi$ Ad vice; 
:giv« )x\myours% be both of you but one Heart» 
'^ne Soul. 

Expeâ not however, by this Union, to fecure 

-perfisâPeace: the beft Marriages are thofe where 

:Man«nd Wife fufFer in dieir Turns^one firom the 

-other^ wkh Mildneis and Patience. There never 

yet was one/ree from Contradiâtons. 

Be complaiiânty but without fetting too great 
•a Value ûpon:yôlur Coniplaifance.. Bear wîtfi 

thofe 



^thofe Fâîîîhgs that dépend tipbhÔàWt, Conftl- 
tution, and Humour, the DifFererice of Tai^ 
ànd Opinions. 'TiVyourDùty to fubmity it îs 
\>y fubmîtting to the Duke of Bwgundy you may 
cxpefl: to gain -an 'Afcendant over him, Lean 
always upon yourfelf as much as you can, upofi 
"hîm néver. • 

Flatter not yoiirièlf wîth a Rèturn of Fricnd- 

'Ihip e^ual to yourown : Men in gèderat are lèfe 

• tend^ thén Won^fett : and too )nudi • Delicacy tii 

Friendfhip muft unaVoidably fate you to Unhap* 

'pinèft. ït is a Sort of Conimerce in whicb* we 

maft lay-out more than we receive. • - 

" Pray to Heavcn that.you may. nen^er be peiv 

imitted: tor bè a Slave to Jealoufy^.\ Imî^ne not 

-that a Hufband' is to :be xedàimed by Complainte 

or Reproaches, or by making Life uneafy to him. 

Mildnefs and Patience 2at the Mèaris to be 

.employed on this Occafion* ' Impatience fowecs 

.and aliénâtes; the Hçart^ Mildn^^ recovers it 

ivben loft. But I hope the Duke will never give 

ryou Caufeof u\ffliâion' thi» Wa^. 

You muft not, becaufe yoài make a Sacriiief! 
of your own Will, prétend that your Hniband 
ihould facrifîce his. Men are ftill more ièl£- 
willed than Women^ as they are brought up 
iinder Icfs Reftrainti: They are,TyrantsJ)y'Na- 
ture. They are fojc .hayiiig Aheir fiilL Swing of 

Pkafuxo 
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•Fléafiire smèLib^fy,: at &6 famé Timef that Qtef 
txptSt Women Aou)d f eiioiAiçe bdth» Trouble 
•not ybucfelf to eiiainine.'if ùnAtPxtttt^ons zte 
-well grounded ; -lct.it* fufficé you, that they a«e 
'^cftabliil»! ; Mèi\ bfty.e . the .Authof ity in ^etr 
lemn Hands; and hoûdngfot us-rem^ins but tp 
,fiffiS^art»:dbejr.7 .; :. >'• • : . j .-. \ -[ 
' . Spèalr, t Write;/ est, .Ûànkil ai if ydu. had. /a 
thoofiuid WitneilesV Dépend npon it» tfaàt oii& 
'Time' or other, every .thing cornes to Ligbt* It 
is dangerou&to commit any thntg to Paper. 

NeVer tel}..another..Uiat which, if repeated, 
may do you any Préjudice. AfTure yourfelf tbet 
.the'bdh kcpt SeèKets^àr&kept only for a Tâne, 
4md that there. is.no Country ia which People âge 
•guilty ûf gseater Indifcretions than .'ia thisV^Vfhéfb 
every thing is tranfaâed in a myfterious mannen 
Love.your.Cfaildren, and fee^fbem often ; 'tis^ 
4c moft becoming Employaient for the Princeft 
as wetl ad the Peà&nt>! Sow in. tfaeir Hearts the 
Sceds cf every Virtue;* and wksleyou inftriùft 
them, feriDufljr cbnfider,^ that ion their Education 
dependa the HBppinc6 bf a-Nation that defervà 
the Love of its Princes. * Shew yoùrfèlf to the 
Publick as miith aa ycnir Station will in Decency 
permit. You never wiU be loved by making 
iyourfelf ioaoceffiblcé > . : . 
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'' Do aH thât Jics in yoor Poimrlto banUk Va- 

,^ity, Immodefty, Luxury; but alwre ail Ci^ 

lumny, DetraéUbn, oiFeiifire Rmillery^. and eveiy 

tfaing contrary to Qiriftian Chirtty. / 

' Eipoufis no one's Pafions; *ti% ypurDutjrtô 

moderato thcîr Paffonsy and not to be governcd 

by them. Confider tbofe as yoinr bdft Friend^ 

'who tako moft PaioB to mako you loiê Pcace^ 

Lenity» and:Forgiycne&: And for tbe coi^iary 

jReaiiaND» neVer liAen to foch as would kicenfe 

yott ag^ûnft others» wkh whatever Appcarancp 

of Zeal ôr Reafon they may cover tfaetr Intereft 

.«r Rtfentment. 

B« always upon.your Guard againit the^'vaiii» 
^ ioterefted, tbe ambUious, tfae Vindiâiarc 
Tbe Converfation of fuch can only do you Pfo- 
judice* 

Never expofe yourfêl^ to the^ Apprebcniions 
of beiog confixmted. Whènever you takc iqip 
on you to ^ye Ad we« let k. be. gobd* . EiOcdb 
.tbe abibnt; accufe oa one* Once a^or» let 
.me adviie you, never to cTpoufir tfae Paffipos of 
Courtiers : Yoii wiU 'tfaei^d^y, indeed^ seader 
yourfelf lefi agreeable in die Time of tbcir 
Fury i but when tbe Fit is over» they will efteem 
jou* A Pnnceis ougbt to hâve noPaity, but 
upon ail Occaiions ibould eadeavour to eflabli^ 
Pcacc. 

Sandify 
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Sanâify every Virtue Iqr aâiag fh>m oàt iiH 
tariable Modve, the Defire of pleafing God. . 

Love the State, love the Nobility, who are 
tiie Support of it Love the People. Proteâ 
the Pea^ntSy in Proportion to your Crédit» and 
telieve them to the beft çf your Power. Love 
jour Domefticks:; ftudy to induœ them to fenle 
God ; make their Fortunes» but let it never be 
«onfiderable. Satisfy neither their Vanity nor 
their Avarice ; and let your WilHom fet thofe 
Bounds to their Délires which their own Mode^ 
tation ought to fix. In proteâing one that îs 
known to you, recolleâ the Injury you may 
f robaUy occaiion to another whofe Merit you 
are unacquainted virith. 

Be vigilant not tobe a Slave to Pleafure; 

Chriftians ihould know how to live without it $ 

efpecially in your Station» attended as it is mût 

confiant Reftraint and Uneafinefs. Learn theré- 

fore to reftrain yourfrif, and to fufièr. 

. Let not the Emotions of your Heart conw 

mand your Countenance. Princes are never with- 

' out Obfervers ; appear therefore mild, equa)» 

' moderately gay. Let the Worid fee that ]rou aie 

capable too of Friendihip : Is your Friend fick s 

hide not your Concern for her ; is her Life de» 

fpaired ofy teitity your Affliâion. 

Prince* 
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Frinccsield^ Bave anjr ntfaèr ;Max!ini presth^ 
ta .to them tbaâ that.x>£ Diffimulation ;. 'lis a 
9vcry rfalfe onè; 'ând ofteir {Atqtcs AeLOccafio& of 
tEritîng wnongSiq».; I {hèuld:icfaiife tp iecani> 
^'jnend ii dUcieet FraiikneÊ. : , 
t Be compaffionate to Ihe Difticflêd. :'God Im 
ibeen^pleafed ta 'màke «yeu: a .!great:Wbmair^ 
'jàerely torbcAow ^pon jw^ {tt^Jfypfù^^ çfô^- 
-ing Goodb -.Confider ^bat thç .OppO^oiçy ^ 
cleHringodiets, atid. of ingkiiig tbea^ luippf, îs 
.the'ttue Ip4^mpi/i€^tîon for thc Fatigues^ tlfs 
Troubles, the Reftraints, ioièparable fxom jour 

i. Bç; :çoâi|^QQate tOiihofcrVfho^ ipUIcit irour 
Intereft to obtain Favour&; but bewareof imr 
.portuniqg diofe who havc; tbe Power to, give or 
diflribttte them. 

TjJtye^, emb^kÎQ^any Intrigue^ whatever Glogp- 
j^ loteçeft Pep^e n^ay prétend to ma|^^oiipjer;« 
ceive in it« I<rOye ypqr Relations^ but let Fran^ 
a}oiie:be your Côuntry. . The F!tpfçhyfWi love 
-you/only in Proportion AS. youlç^w/them»' 
«' Bewave of tbat Fondneis whi^h you hâve to 
lappear witty.. Thc^Difplay of-too much'Wit 
t'is apt to mortifyithofe who hâve but little. It 
-willfervc to .'prpcure you .the )Hatred of iHe 
grcateft Number,: and/leflfifi }^Q^;in^tjie£$«ej^ 
0f People of Senfe.. 



(3°S) 
It is 3 virible Mark of Predefiinatîon, to pats 
from one Tribulatîon to another, and every Day 
to carry our Crofs. And thus, Madatp, you are 
certainly predeftinated, for you wlll hâve inuch 
to Ibffer. You are the firft Woman in thç 
World * ; but Jet me not flatter you, you are> 
for that very ReaTon, the molï unhappy. 

• There was no C^een in Fr/net at this Time, 
unlefs we confider Madame Je Mainttnan aa Aich, nor 
Any Danphineft. In the Memoin' of Madame A 
MaiatenM we harc a particular Account of the ex- 
ceilcDt Method* taken by her to form thù PrinC*f>» 
tvho cune to Franci at the Age «f Eleven. 
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AD AME de Maintenon's LetCers. 
Volume the Fîrft. Price boimd 3 s. 



2. Memoirs of Madame de Maintenon; and 
of the laft Age. Tranflated from the Frencb hj 
the Attthor of 4he Female Quixole. 5 VoK i $8* 

3. I^tters of the Marchioneis de M***. 
Tranflated from the oriaaal French of Mr.-Cre^ 
blUon, Author of the SKÛmner, and otber celé* 
bratedNovds. 3s. 

4. The Hiftorjr ^Charles the Twiifth 
King of Sweden. Giving a circumftantial Ac^ 
Gount of the Wars m which this Prince en» 
gaged» and of the refpeâiye Battles whichr hè 
fought : Particularljr hîi Ddeat of the Czar'â 
Anx^V) . in the BaC^e of Narva ; his Defeat of 
Ihè Saxons attheKiverDiiaa; and at Pultuik; 
his Conquefts of Courland and Lithuaaia $ his 
difperfing i oo»qoo Muicovites, in the Battle of 
Hdlofin; liis being defealed at Poltowât and 
fmpriziiie Retre^ ; his Sdieiae for a Defcent 

•4nto Ëndand; lus befi^iiig Frederiddhall, and 
the Pametiiare of bis Death diere. The Whole 
including aifo the Hiftory of Czar Peter the 
Great» Ëmperor of Mufisovy. By M. de Vol* 
taire* 3 s* 

5* The Beaoties of England, comprehended 
in a Pocket Volume; or» a View pf the Public 
Stnifiurésy the Seats of the Nobility and Gen- 
try, 



Boois Prtntedfor L. Davis and C* Rcymcre. 
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tnr, thé two^ Urfiverfities, the Citfcs; "^ibf ai«eti 
Towns, Antiquiâes a&d Cul-ioSlies Natural and 
Artîfîcial, for which thîs Ifland is remarkable ; 
în.ithih'» indùde4 ^n AScjau» of th^Cwiçr 
fitiqs .ûf Xondooiand W^ftfîliii^r>«.)Divîdy înta 
the refpeâive Counties. Being an Attempt ta 
fccconnnodaté the £ngl(h'TravçUef)' witb^ fpaall 
poitable Affiftmit) propertodirçâ J)i0;i to-ieyery 
Tl^iagiGiLkri(;ua.«ad<i^rihy.hi4A|i:^ILtÛQa» /Fa 2^ 

•* 6. TiavfUs înr;Egypt*af)n4)J«irubia,r by Çlederîc 
LeVis.Norddu F* R, S. Capit^in of.tl^ D^nlflx 
Naiy» pttbliftnedky Orderi>f tbe^ii\g/pf 'Desu 
mark) and enlarged with OVferv949fl9riéK<.^ 
Dr. Templeman ; moft clegântty printed in Twa 
il^olumes' F ^, r on */iiTO Writing fRoy^tiPajpr^ 
mA muftrâte4 with jiieai: ir^Mo l^ndr^icl Çpppçff 
Plates^, .beiudftilly ciîgraiied by^ t^e famqHs Marc 
-Tufthler of Nuremberg*, from .Çqftgijs jakçn Ijjf 
ihe^Aiithor himfelf ttpofi'^eSpoU , :.. t 

*•»-•■ -' ': • ' • .!r .-.■ .', ' \ 

2^7. An .Oâavo £ditim of C^ptiuA Il$ôc^e<^ 

• • • • » ' . . 

]):t8. AVd)BâigQ.;t0.fiQ»mh7Ainni^aei;3i?f[^i;t^ 
hy. ,Cômmafl4 qC. thç-. ISng of Spajp,v ta( • ^m 
<aeo« JuKtf» itmd jDon: Ant.1 def yUpai £,*lH«iSi 
fi< Voli 8vo; witb CpppeivPkttçs^ , Pr. iji fif<i - , \ 

-: ^ TraVelstbrqugh Part cf Europe» AfiaMi^ 
nor, feveral Iflands of the ArchipélagQ, Syri^^ 
Paleftine, or the Holy Land, Mount Smai, &c.. 
By Jcfhn .Sgidh^ ' van ^EgmoM)' Aoitiaffiidor 
Ëxirabrdifui;^ mm thç Stja^es Gcuvral^^o t^ 



KfTig of Nappes and' Sicik ; and Joba Hc^na^n, 
ProfeiTor -ôf the Oriental L^ngviagés .at Leydên. 
Trapfjatecl froin. tbe LowDutch. 2» Vol. 8vo« 
3j(r;t^ ,Copper-;Piatesi« 1*23. 

iôl Traveïs, in Turkcy, and back to Adrinô-, 
pie, and tbence to Engtaiid. By'the late ReVl 
Edmand Çhi&qU, B. D. ChapJatH %o t)ie Faâoqr 
pif.the Turkèy Company at Smyrnâ, Pûblimèa 
from the Ôriginals, with à Préface, by the'latQ 
very eminent Dr. Rithard Méad. FoKô. 14 s» 

|û Mémoîrs of the fîousE ôf BRUNSWiCKi 
ïrom the moft early Accounts of that illuftrfcus 
Famîly. With eight larke Tables, àompreheridÀ 
îhg the' Genealogy of that Hpufç. Bjr Henry 
Rirr^ius, Aulic Councellor to his late Majefty tbe 
kîhg of Pruffia. / 

^% During many Cehturies, therc has fcarceljF 
})een any Aâîon of Corifequence, relative either 
to War or Peace^ in which oneor otherof thîi 
Lineage has not aâed a confiderable Part ; and 
îts Antiquity is fo great, that we find Traces of 
ît long before the Birth of Chriftj and can de- 
duce ît, without Interruption, for near fourteen 
Hundred Years, Quarto, Pr. 10 s. 

12- The Philçfophical Tranfa<£Kons, from thé 
Year 17^3, to the Yeâr 1750. Abridged and 
difppfed undec General He^ds. The Latin Pa^ 
pers being tranflated into Englifli, by John 
Martyn, M. D. F. R. S. Profeflbr of Botany in 
the xJniverfity bf Cambridge, 2. Voh Quarto^ 
witli LXXX VII Copper-Plates, Priée 1 1. los* 

N-.B. 



£ooh Printid/ir h. Davb ^^C.^eymer»* 

N. B. br. Martyn's Abridgement may be 
continuée! to the prefent Time by the Phuoio* 
phical JTrànfaâions at Large } which from the 
Vear 1750 bave becM rcgularly publilhed a Vo- 
lume every Year ; and are kept uniformly bound 
fivith the above Work, in 7 Vol. Quaito. 



LORD SOMMERAS TRACTS. 

, Such of the Subferibers who negleâed, at the 
Time of Publication, to take up the laft eîght 
Volumes (being the Third arid Fourth Collec- 
tions) of this rare and valuable Work, are hère* 
hy acqualnted, that they hâve now an Oppor- 
tunity of compleatin^ their Sets; the few re« 
maining Copies bemg in the Hands' of L« 
Davis and C. Reymers, againft Gray^s-Inn^ 
Holborn; who lately purchafed. the famé froni 
the Affignecs of the Original Proprietor. 

N. B. Out of Two Hundred and Nînety Pur» 
chafers, who at this Time are poflèflêd only of 
the Firft Eight Volumes, no more than Forty- 
one can poffibly compleat theIr Sets, that Num« 
ber of Copies being ail that are found to be per- 
feâ of the Third and Fçurth Colleâions. — i— 
Thefe latter Eight Volumes, which confift of 
about Four Hundred fcarce Traâs, relatîng 
chieây to the Hiftory and Conftitution of diis 
Çountry, are propofed to be fold at Three 
iOuineas in Sheets. 

^♦^ There are a few of the Fourth Colleâion, 
in four Vols, to be had feparate. Pr. il. i is. 6d* 
Jn Sheets. Three Guineas will be allowed for 
the Firft Ei^ht Volumes, to ^ny Gentleman who 
may be inchned to part with them. 
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